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CHAPTER I. 

So soon as King lisnarte knew that Angriote and 
hk nephew wcfe so for hcal^^ 6f Jth/bif-y^^fonds 
that they could ride, he senS-to t^ tham'tjuk 
his kingdom, and not enter Mt^^agad^^ at •their 
peril. Of this those Knights complakieii*loddif 
to Don Grumedan and thecr OtKen^ftWvlC^^^ 
■peciaRjr Don Brian * of MonjflStCmifl G&varte 
of the Perilous Valley, who said tibat since the 
ICing had so fbrgottan their past senrices, they 
would give him (Stuse to ren^mh^ die future. 
Thiy then stnick their tents and d^>arted for the 
^rm Ishmd. On the third day of their journey 
they found Gandeza in a chapel, the neice of Bro- 
cadai, she who had concealed hpr lover Sarquilcs 
•where he ovcrheaid ^ the treason, said who had 
now fled for fear. Great joy had they in finding, 
her, and above all Saxquiles who loved her truly, 
and taking ter with him he continuedliis way. 
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Orumedaa and hb friends afbr they Had ridden 
out with the Knights of the Firm Island on their 
departure^ returned to lisuarte^ and told him what 
had passed. He who was already much grieved 
for the victory of Angriote, not for any regret for 
the slain^ whom, he knew 16 be evil like their 
parents^ but because it was a triumph to Amadis^ 
became now more enraged. Forbearance, said he, 
is for the most part a profitable thing, but at times 
it is the cmue of ^eat miahj^^ and so hath it been 
- with j)^. ^.J^ I: laBd:^irJthdKiwa my favour jfront 
: &£6e ^B^lls;*th^ would not have dared say that 
wh^cji^'^i^^ Ji^:said, nor have approached mjr 
c^irt^^BOfoeS'ta'^Btered my dominions. But thqr 
\!;&dir {M^:l^^^i]^foUy 1. I will send and defy- 
ayki; and AjBoi^^jiith tbem, and see whether 
dieir pride can save tbenu King Arhan of North- 
Wales who truly desired tiUe welfiaure of the King 
rqpliad. Sir you aknsld lodk well to this \x£x^ 
you do as you have «aid, because of the great 
vakmr of diese Knights and because Gkxi hath * 
shown the ^sdoe of their cause, else would, ne^ 
Angriole, i^ood Knight «s he is^ have so acquitted 
himaelf against tvo fadi enen^, nor Sarquiksi» 
have 90 coQie of.fVom A^daoias. Hie g<Kxt cause 
which they maintained gjne them the victory % 
therelbie I should tlunk k well ^t they re^usned 
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io your service^ ioK poor pro6t is it fcM- a King to 
war with iuf subjects when he tan avoid it : the 
hhod that is sbed^ and the wealth that is expended 
<m both &ides^ is the King's loss^ and he gams n^ 
honour in vlctoiy. From such strife great evila 
c^n arise : the neighbouring Kii^ and Chieft 
who had hetu before k^t in awe^ take coon^ 
.and recover more than they had lost ; and what ig 
more to be feared> the vassals cease to reelect their 
Lord, who should n^ them mildlj, as a good 
«h^)herd costtrouls his fiock 5 for if he oppntsea 
them more dian they can bear, it oAontimei 
chances/ that where the first broke out the rest 
fofiow, and when die fiiult is at last discovered, it 
is di^oUt to amend it. Now Sir is the time to 
amend what has been done amiss. Amadis is so 
gentle and so kindly disposed to you, that you may 
Ji^tly recover him and all who follow him. 
You ^y wdl, quoth Lisuairte, but I will not give 
them that which I have already given to my daugh^ 
ter Leofioreta; ^nd great as htt power may be^ it 
Is ootbtng to mine I so say no nuxe, but prq)are 
«rms aad horses to serve niie, and let Cendil of 
Ganota go to«morra>w and defy those of the Fijm 
Island. In God's name ! they all replied ; he will 
appoint what seemeth goo^d to him, and we will 
«crvo you. 
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Tou must know that feandandel tod Brocadan 
when they saw their sons, slam, and that they were 
undone in this world and in the next, receiving 
'that due reward which such as them escape in our 
•days, (for God reserves them eidier in his mercy 
that ihcy may r^at, or for his justice, that if they 
continue ki sin they ipay pay for all without re- 
demption,) they took their dead sons, and with 
their wives and housdidd embarked in two vcs- ' 
eels wiA the curses of all who beheld them, dud 
went their way, and thir history will not mention 
themmo^e; but we may reasonably believe that 
they wha have grown old in wickedness will die 
•in it, unless it pleases God« more for his meircj 
than their deserts, to turn their hearts in time, 

l^ing Lisuarte then having assembled together a^ 
the great Lords of his court, and the Knights of low- 
er degree, complakied to them of Amadis and his 
friends' and besought them to redress his wrongs, 
as he did theirs. They all replied that they would 
serve him in what lie dhould command. He then 
called Cendil of Ganota, and bade him to horse 
and carry a letter of credence to the Firm Island, and 
defy Amadis for me, and all those Knights with 
hirti who will support the cause of Don Galvanes. 
Tell them to beware of me, for wherever I find 
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tbem I will destroy their llv«i and tortuoe. Don 
Cendil took hit bidcUog and departed. 

Afler some days the Ki^g went to one of hi« 
towns which because it was so abundantly fur* 
nished with all things pleasant was called Giaco- 
donia. This removal greatly pleased Oriana, fca 
her time now drew nigh, and tliis was near Mira- 
fiores^ so that she thought herself safer there thaq 
in any other place. Meantime the Knights who 
escorted Madasima continued their way, till 
when they were \vithin two lenses of the Firm 
Island they met with two thousand and three 
hundred Knights who had come out to meet 
them. WeH were they then received, and Ama- 
dis courteously welcomed Madasima, and embra- 
ced Angriote many times^i for Florestan had sent 
tidings of the battle. While ihey were thus le- 
joicuig they saw Don Cendil of Ganota come 
riding down the mountain, but he hSiplding so 
large a company and knowing that they had all 
forsaken the King's service, tlie tears came into his 
eyes, for he was a right loyal servant to Lisuarv.e. 
Howbeit he put on tlie best countenance he could, 
being a fair Knight, and of great valour and discre- 
tion, and rode up to them and asked for Amadis, 
by whom and by the rest he was honourably wel- 
'a3 
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comedathedesenred tobe. 6v, said ite^ lettUii 
letter be read. That being done^ Amadis replied^ 
it is your credential > now speak ^onr embassy. 
Sir Amadis^ quoth he^ my Lord the King hath 
Sfit:^ me to defy you and those of your lineage^ and 
those who are here present^ and those who mean 
to attempt the Isle of Mongaza^ and he warns yout 
henceforward to defend your lands and possessions 
ftnd persons^ for he will destroy all if he can, and 
he^ays you may be extuscd fix)m seeking adven- 
tures in his country, for whomsoever of ye he 
finds there he will slay. Ouadragante answered, 
Don Cendil you have said your bidding and have 
therein done right; but for your master who 
threatens cmr lives and lands, let these Knights 
reply to him as they think good ; for me — tell him 
that King as he is, I regard my poor liiis as much 
as he can value his mighty one -, that in birth I 
yield nothing to him, being of as royal blood on 
both sides as himself, and since I must defend 
myself from him, bid him defend himself from me. 
But Amadis wished that a milder answer should 
be returned, and he said, Don (iuadragante. Sir, 
let this Knight take one answer for you and all. 
We have heard the embassy, and we will take 
counsel how to reply ; and you, Don Cendil, may 
tell the King that he will find it diflScult to per« 
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^irm what he threatens. Come with us to the Pina 
Island meantime^ and try the Aich of True Loversy 
ifor if yoa atehieve it 70a will find better fitrour 
ftonx your mbtress. Sir^ quoth Don Ceii<Bl^ I 
•will go with you if it please^ but of my loTct yoa 
shall know nothing. They then rode thither^ but 
when Cendil beheld the Island^ aid its ttrengdi, 
and the abundance of all things therein^ heimtw 
that not all the force in the world could injiue it. 
So Amadls took him to his home^ and lodged 
him honourably, for Don Cendil was of high 



The next day the Knights assembled andioolYed 
to defy King Lisuarte by a Knight catted Sadanio&r^ 
who eame in the company of Dragonis and 
Palomir. These two brethroi were sons of Gra- 
sugis^ King g£ Low Germany^ by Saduva^ King 
Perion*s sister. And they and all the other sons 
of Counts and Kings who were there^ had brought 
forces there from theh: father's land, and vessels 
wherdn to pass over to the Island of Mongasa. 
To this Sadamon they gave a letter of credence 
signed with all their names^ and they said to hsm, ' 
tc\l King Lisuarte since he defies and threatens m^ 
to defend Inmself. With fair weatlier we shall 
go against the island of Mongaza^ and if he is the 
A 4 
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inightT' Lord he says^ we ahall soon prove hts 
itrength and our own. If he replies aught to this, 
answer him like a good Knight^ and if God pleases 
we win maintain it. Then Amadis spake with his 
imter^father Don Qandales and said, you must go 
from nie to Kiag Lisuarte, and without fear tdl 
*him I care little for bis defiance and less for his 
threats thah he believes. Tell him that if I had 
fntjeea how thanklessly he would requite mj 
services, I would not have encountered such dai* 
gers for his sake -, for that power and dominion 
wherewith he now menaces me and my firiendt 
and kinsmen hath been supported and preserved fay 
the l^xxl of any body. I tnist in God this will 
.be all amended, piore by my power than his incli- 
nation. .But say to him that as I won for him the 
island of Mongaza be ^all not lose it by me ; n<H' 
,will I ever offend him in any place where the 
Ouecn shall be, for the honojor which she deserves. 
Tell him this, and that as he desires my enmity, 
he shidl ha¥e it in such sort, tliat all he now feels 
shall be forgotten. Don Gandales, said Agrayes, 
strive to see the Queen, and kiss, her hand for me, 
add tril her to send me my lister JMabilia, for see- 
ing on what terms we are witlx the King, she 
should not remain in his court. At this was Ama- 
dis sorely grieved, for rather tliaa see MaWda 
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sqmrated firom Oriaaa he would Lave had bis ownr 
heart taken from his breast; yet could he zx>C 
gainsay^ lest the secret of his love should be 
discovered. 

The Knights departed witji Don Cendil of Canota, * 
ten days they rode and th^ arrived at the court- 
where King Lisi^arte, knowing their errand^ ho'* 
aourably bade them welcome^ and having read 
their letter bade them speak. Sir Sadaniqp^ Sir^ 
quoth Gandales, will deliver 3rou the bidding of the 
Knights. I come with words horn Amadis to 
you, and from Agrayes to the Gluetn, if it please 
you that I may see her. It pleases me well, re- 
plied Lisuartei and much pleasure will she have 
in seeing you, foy you served her daughter Oriana 
well while she abode in your country, for which 
I thank you. Many thanks, quoth Gandales, and 
God knows if 1 should delight to serve you> and 
if it troubles me to do otherwise. Lisuarte an- 
swered, 1 believe you. But trouble not yourself 
for doing that whereto you are bound, In the 
service of him whom you fostered^ to act other- 
wise would be to your shame. Then Sadamon 
delivered the defiance, and when he said that the 
Knights expected no peace till he restored the 
island to Don Gralvanes and Madasima, the King 
a5 
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teplicd, that peace will come late if they wait for it ! 
May f never be held a King if I do not Ix^eak theii: 
pride 1 Sir, quoth Sadamon, thus far is niy em- 
bassy, what else I may say b of myself. I teU 
you. Sir, that he must be of great prowess and 
power who can bre^ the pride of those Kni^ts j 
and you w31 find it harder'tiian you ]iiuigine» 

Don Ganddes th«i ddivered the biddilig o£ Ama^ 
dis, and wheai he related how Amadis would not 
go against the idand of Moi^aza which he had 
won for Lkuarte, nor yet war upon him in any 
place where the Chieen ^ould be, aH present 
spake of it as bcrag honourdWy and right loyafiy, 
done, and so the King 1^^ it Then the King 
bade the Embassadors disann themselves and come 
to tal^, for it was time to tike Ibod. And he 
made them sit ^ a taUe opposite his own, with his 
nephew Giontes, and Guilan the Pensive, and other 
good Knights Vho were placed there vx honour of 
^leir prowess. The King grew c^earful at hts 
meal, and he ordered all ^ Knights who were 
tfeepe to prcpajc for going to the island of Mosi* 
gaza, and said that if need were, he would himaelf 
wxKMppany them. When ^ -dothfi were re* 
mevad, Dcm Gramedan led Gandales to the Ctueai, 
''^rfio w«^d to «ee him, wheieat Ork^a and Mii« 
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bBm n§oic«d» becsoae fipom him tii^ ihoiikl kM' 
tidings of Amadts. The Queen wdcomed him 
si{|^t loving, and made him lit before her b^ 
Oriaoa, and asked him if he knew the damaei 
toide him, for he had aenred her \rdl f Ladf^ 
quoth be, happy am 1 1» have aerved her» and 
^pyahonldlbetosenreberagaift, cfyeoLa^^ 
andsowookll the King, were it not afaipatAma- 
Sb mj Lord and mj fi)tter-chiki t Jbe bade ae 
ftiaa yoor hand fi>r him aa ibr one who la muGh 
grieved that he is driven from your aervioe. And 
idothe samefbrAgrayea, who beaeechea yon to 
wead him hia sister Mahtlia, fer aa he and Don 
Ckdvanea are no longer in the King^s fivoor, it is 
JK>t meet that she should remain in his bouser 
When Oriana heaid this i^e was greatly troubled, 
«nd the tears c^ne^ for she could not bear it; for 
ahe loved -her in ha heart, and now at this season 
knew not what to do if she fhould be takeaaway^ 
Afch ili t eackimed, ahh^iwouel will' your&cher 
smd mother be to me, if they separate me fi-om 
ypa ! Do not weep, crU Gandales^ youshall be 
4aken to yeur aunt. Queen fUJaena of Qaul, than 
wiK»n, ezcqut her befose^whom we 8taDd> there 
is not amoae hcnoaraUe Lacfy; and there shall yoa* 
ace your cousin Mclicia, who greatly desires your 
ecauing. Don: Gandale^^ quoth Brisena, I. avx\ 
a6 
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' troubled at what Agrayes demand^^ sand will sp^ak 
with the Xing thereon ; if he takes my cpunsel 
the Princess shall not be dismissed, till she is mac- 
ried as beseems her rank. Let it be det^miined 
soon then, said Gandales, for I carniofetarry. The 
-Queen then sent for Lisuarte, and Oriana knowing 
tliat her remedy was in his will, went to him and 
Ml on her knees and said. Sir, you know what 
{faonotirs I received in the house of the King of 
Scotland, and how when you sent for me^ th^ 
gave me their danghter Mabilia, and to my shame 
would it be if I did not shew piy gratitude to her. 
Moreover she is my comfort and help in my siek* 
ness and suiferio^s, and now Agrayes has sent for 
her ! If you take her from me, you will do me 
the worst cruelty that ever was inflicted, and for 
no cause 5 for she is not yet repaid for the honoma 
I received from her father. Mabilia knelt be^re 
him and held tip her hands 4o beseech him that she 
might not b^ taken away, for gzief would kilibrr; 
and then she clutig ta Oriana. But Lisuarte^ who 
was of a kind heart aad of great discretion, an- 
swered, tliink not you my child Mabilia be>- 
cause there is discard betw^een your house and 
mine, that 1 should forget you, or cease to receive 
and honour any of your lineage who would chu«e 
to serve me. I shall not leave to love one :£* 



d by Google 



13 



the ^ake of another, mach less you ! you shall net 
depart till you have been recompensed as you de- 
serve. She would have kissed his hand, but he 
raised her up, and made her and Oriana sit down, 
and sate himsdf between them. He would do ill 
who shotild part ye. Ladies ! quoth Don Gandales, 
and so shall I tell Agrayes, and be he pleased or 
not, all will think that good which the King does, 
and ye yourselves desire* Now then I must depart. 
God be with you, replied Lisuarte. Say to Ama* 
dis tliat in what he say* of the island of Mongaxa 
I well understand him, it is for his own profit toom 
than for my honour, and as I understand it, so do I 
thank him 5 henceforth each must do what he can. 
And then he left the Queen's apartment. Don 
Gandales, said Brisena, do not you attend to the 
angry words oi the King^ nor of Aniadis^ but 
strive ever if you can to reccmcile them, as I shall 
do. Salute Amadis for me, and tell him I thank 
him fcM* what her said that he would not attack any 
^lace-vphotse I might be, and beg him to grant my 
request when I shall make one. Se she com« 
mended him to God, and prayed that there might 
be peace between her Ixoshend and Amadis $ and 
Gandaks took his leave. Then the Princesses cal* 
led him, and Oriana said, Don Gandsles, Sir, my 
true friend, greatly am 1 grieved that I cannot 
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fccompcuce ymi for the snrice which joa ha?r 
4oDe me ; . but the ttmes will not permit mc now« 
nor have I wherewith to repay yoa, but if it 
pleaie God I may one day do what i$ my dn^ and 
desire. This enmity troubles mcj they are of 
such hearts that much evil must fiaUow unless it 
please God to remedy it. I trust he will. Salute 
J^madis £m: me, and tell him I beseech him to re* 
member all that past here ^ and bear with the 
present, and give way fcr the fiiture to my fatbeiv 
who still values and loves him. Then said Ma-* 
UMa, comiatad me kindly to n^ Losd and Cmsii^ 
^madis, and to Agrayes my I^ord and Brother^ mi^ 
to the ri^ good Don Galvanes, my Unde ; H&i 
teM them to have no concem^me, not to trouldr 
tliemsdyes to septrate me fixMn my Lady Oiiana^ 
&r this trouble would be lost, and I would fatli^ 
die than leave her $ and give this letter to AniadiSr 
ii^ him he will find in it all I hMretof^^ and I 
Wieve he will nceive great consolatipot therdfc^*- 
Oandal£» then saluted them and departed, imi ipok 
his way with Sadamo]». 

Asjthey left the tDWtt they faw;igafat6)rGe wjbich^ 
the King had prepared to goagainst the islaod of 
Mongaza, an! 1^ now dawn vp in their sight, thai 
they migh^ terrify those pf the Firm Ishpd by the 
report thereof . The Chiefs were the good Knight 
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' King ArbanofKofthWales, andGasqoilantheBdil, 
son of Madan]ue, the fierce Giant of the DokxooB 
Isle, Isj a sister of Landno King of Sweden. This 
Gasqoilaa the Bold was so strong and valiant in 
tacms, that when King Lancino died without an 
heir, all thejr of his kingdom held it good tociuue 
him £cx thdr King. But when he heard of the 
war between King Lisoarte and A madis, he left Swe- 
den to be present in the battle, and to profQ him* 
•elf in coidbat against Amadis^ by conunand of ft 
Lady whom he loved. The which how it fell ogl 
shall be recorded hereafter. Gandaks and Sidar 
ttdon nothing afraid al beholding so great a foroc^ 
lode en till they arnved at the Firm Island, and 
having dis«med went mto a £iir g^en^ where 
ABoadis and the KnigliUi awaited them> and tbeos 
ddiivered they their bidding, and deckced ajl that 
Ocyliadaeen, aodalsoof the coming of King G0s«^ 
quilan, because lie desired to prove hitpaelf agaii^ 
Aandift sad the lotber Kn^Uts. Gararte of tb^ 
i^esiktts Valley satd tbfin* he wiH find able maslais 
here to cwie his lotting sickness^ I>on Fl#* 
vcataa and Don Quadjragan^ -, and iftbcy sbouU 
he fltkerwhere en^ioyod, I wiH isifiSbr to him my 
body, &r pity v^oold it Ibe if he fihoold travel so 
fitf in. Wii« Hon Gavarte, caid Aniadis, if I 
were longing sick, I would rather forsake all 
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physic and Vonly hope in Grod, than taste yoiff 
emulsions and electuaries. Nay, $ir» quoth 
Brian, of Monjastc, you are not sick Kkc he who 
comes to seek us, and we ought to remedy him, 
that he may report in his own land what leeches 
. are to be found here for such ailments. At this 
they laughed awhile, and then Amadis asked if 
there were any there who knew Gasquilan } 
Listorsn of the W^rfte Tower, answered, I know 
him well ; then told he of ^^hat race he canae, and 
how for his valour he was made King. I once, 
said he, encountered him in a Turney at Valtierra, 
and we bctli fell at the first Attaint, horse and man 
to earth, but the press was so hot that we could 
not finish our combat. That day the part on 
which I was, was put to the worst, because the 
Knights did not do their duty, and because of the 
great strength of Gasquilan, who was our mortal 
enemy, so that the praise was his, and he never 
fell that day, save only when we eocountered. 
Certes, quoth Amadis, jwu speak of a great man, 
who comes like a valiant Knight ta make hts 
worth known. *rhat is true, answered Don Quad- 
ragante, bat being free to chnse his "side, he ought- 
to have taken ours, for we am the fewest. He 
has chosen right, said Galvanes, for if he has joined 
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the taahj, they are the iveakest^ and he could 
not have proved his prowess unless the worthiest • 
Wre against Uni* 

While they thus communed, the Sailors came^ and 
bade them arm smd aboard, for the wind was &ir. 
They then joyfully left the garden^ and such was 
the press and clamour of people and of the instru- 
itient^ of the fleet, that scarce could they hear each 
ether. SocMiwere they armed, and their horses 
embarked in the brigantinesj, and all things needful 
put aboard, and they themselves joyfully em« 
barked. Amadis and Don firuneo of Bonamar 
went in a boat among the fleet, and in one vessel 
thxj found Don Florestan and Brian of Morjaste^ 
and Don Qiiadragante and Angriote of Estravaus^ 
and they went ^X)ard to them, and Amadis em- 
braced them, as if it would be long before he 
should see them again, and the tearji came into his 
eyes for the exceeding love he b^e ihem, and for 
the solitude he should fed when they were gone, 
•Good Sirs, quoth he, I rejoice to see you thus 
in company. Quadragante answered. Sir, wo 
.have determined to continue oy sea and by land, 
unless Fortune should separate us ', and they then 
.shewed him their banner, which was marvellous^ 
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Mr, in which twelve damsels were figured having 
white flowers in their hittidi. Amadis then ex* 
horted them to be cautious; and taking leave^ he 
went tlirough the fleet flrom ship to ship witl^ 
Bruheo and his foster-father Gandales, tilL 
the fleet pat to sea^ and tlien he and his comradea 
returned. 

The ships sailed on> fdkwing the vessel wherein 
€ralvanes and Medasima led the wny, with clarions 
and trumpets. The wind was fiur, and in seven 
days they came before day-l^ht to the Castle of 
tl>e Boilbg-Lake^ which was near the Port. Fortb- 
with they armed themsehres^ and prepared the 
boats to land^ and bridges and planks and mat» 
of reed to land the horses. All this did they as 
secretly as they could, because Count Latine and 
Gaidar de Rascuil were in the town with three hun- 
dred Knights. The watchman saw them, and 
cried out that they were there, but he knew not 
how many, for it was yet dark. The Count and 
Gaidar went op to the Castle, and tliey heard the 
noise and stir, and it seemed as of a great com- 
pany, and when it was dawn many ships appeared, 
and Graldar exclaimed, surdy this is Don Galva- 
pes and his friends who are come against us *, God 
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nerer Mte me if tfao7 land fo li^tl/ as tbqr tlunk I 
He then armed his people, and went oot to the 
havenbfthetownwithonepartof the force, and 
Coont Latine went wkh the odien to the Caitie 
port, where Galvaoet and Agrayes were and their 
companj. Gavarte of the Perilous Valley went m 
the frcmt, and Orlaodin, and Osinan of Borgundj, 
and Madandl o£ the Silver Bridge. And at the 
other port Gaidar Sofond Fl(»estan and Gbiadra* 
gante and Brian of Moi^te and Angriofie and 
their companions. Then b^an a cruel and peri* 
lous battle, with lances and arrows and stofies 5 so 
that many were wounded and shun, and th^ of 
the land defended the ports till the hour of tierce. 
But in the bark with Don Fbrestan there was Bni)^ 
the good Xni^t c^ whom you have heard hereto* 
jfore, and his cousin Amorantes of Salvatierra, and 
Coman andNicoran, were with Don Brian, and with 
Quadragante, Landin, and Orlan the Brave, and 
with Angriote his brother Gradovoy and Sarquiles 
his i^hew. Florestan cried out, lower the bridge, 
that we may ride out among them 1 Ai^ote 
answered, why would you venture so rashly ? if 
the bridge were down, the water is so deep that 
the horses could not reach land without swimming. 
Quadragante said the same, but Brian was of FUy 
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restan^s opinipn, 804 tbe bridge was lowexod, and 
ihty both rode ou^ and reat^hing the end of the 
bridge^ they made their horses leap into the water i 
it was up to the pummej o§ the saddle y and there ' 
the enemies attacked them» laying on heavy' and 
mortal blows. Qnadragante and Angriote came 
out -to them, and so did their comrades 5 but the 
shore was so steep, and they who defended it so 
many> that they knew not how to help themselves, 
and the clamour was so great, and tlie shout and 
cries so loud as if the whole world were in an uproar. 
Dragonis and Palomir were. up to their necks in 
water, catching at the planks of tlie galleys, and 
their horses straggling undw: thetn -, but they prest 
on till it was only to their middle, and altho' they 
of the Island were many and well armed and 
fought bravely, yet could they not prevent Flo- 
restan and his comrades from landing, and pre- 
sently Dragonis and Palomir and the other Knights 
also. When,Galdar saw that the ground was lost, 
he mtde his people retreat as well as they could, 
for he was sore wounded by FJorestan and by Don 
£rian, who had unhorsed him, and so bruised was 
he that he scarce could sit on the horse whereon 
his friends had placed him. As he retired toward 
the towTi, he saw Couat L.atine and his troops 
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come flying with all speedy for Don Galva* 
nes and Agrayes had, won the landing, having 
played their part like men who fought in their 
oivn cause. 

Now you should know that the Count had Impri- 
soned Dandasido, son of the old Giant, and twenty 
other men of the town whom he suspected to be 
against him> and they were in a prison in the high- 
est part of the CafUe-tower, and men to guard 
IhenL But dieir keepers when the Knights were 
engagoi went out to see the battle. When Dan- 
dasido observed that they wece thus left^ he said 
to his eomrades, help me^ and .we will escape. 
How can that be ? said they. — ^Break the bolt of 
this chain which fetters us all. Ihey then took 
A Strong rush rope, with which their hands and 
feet were t;^ed every nfght; and put it through the 
bolt^ and with the great strength of Dandasido 
«nd his companions they plucked the bolt out, and 
loosed themselves, and caught up their keepesy 
weapons, ancl went upon the tower s(Dd slew them 
who expected no such danger, aod then they 
ahouted out to arms—- toarms^— for onf Lady Ma- 
dasima ! When the townsmen heard them they 
X09C, and seized the strong towers^ and >slew all 
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they could hy liand on. Count Latine seeing d^9, 
took shelter in a house by the gate^ and Gaidar 
of Rascuil with him^ not daring to ventum farther, 
and expecting death -, and they of the town taking 
courage^ ran through the streets and called to tlie 
assailants^ and bade them bring their Lady Madast- 
ma^ that they might give her possession of tlie 
place. Quadragante and Angriote rode op to ths 
gate to learn the truths and haying spoken with 
Dandasidoy they took the tidings to Don Grsdvanes } 
presendy they all took horse, and brought out 
Madasima on a white palfrey, slae having her &ir 
face uncovered, and wearing a chaplet of gold. 
As she approached the town the gates were throwa 
open, and a hundred of the most honourable met 
came out to meet her, and kissed her hand ; and 
she said to them, kiss ye the hand of my iiord and 
Husband, Don Galvanes, who next to God hath 
delivered me from death, and hath now recovered 
for me my natural subject*. If ye love me, tafct 
him for your Lord 1 Then they knelt before Don 
GalvBnes, and kissed his hand right h&mbly , and he 
courteously received them and thanked them for 
their loyalty and love'to their good Lady Madasima, 
Dandasido met them at the town, and much wat 
he honoured ibr what he had done. ThU done 
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Ymoeil of Burgandjr asid^ now then let us rid 
die town of our enemies. Agrafes^ whose wnth 
was kindled, answered, I have sent to scour the 
itreets -, the wi^ to rid the town of them, is not 
to leave one of them alive. Sir, quoth Florestan, 
give not way to anger, which would make you 
commit that which you would afterwards rather 
die than have done. You say well, said- Quad« 
ragante, let them be put in prison ; it is better 
to have the conquered prisoners than dead, con- 
sidering the turns of fortune. Then Angriote and 
Cravarte went to take charge of them, and coming 
to the gate they found Count Latine end Gaidar 
and their people in sad plight, so that they were 
glad to yield themselves to the gentle mercy of 
Don Galvanes. Thus was Madasima put in pos- 
session of the Town and Castle to the great joy of 
her people. 

But on the following day came tidings that King 
Arban, of North Wales, and King Gasquilan 
Jhad landed with three thousand Knights, and sent 
back their fleet to bring them supplies. Then 
were they somewhat cast down, knowing the 
number of their enemies, and seeing how they 
themselves had been handled. However they 
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remembered the advice of Amadis^ and although 
some among them would have issued out to battle, 
they determined to remain tiE their Avounds were 
healed, and their horses and arms made fit £ix 
service. 
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CHAPTER c. 



131 the fleet was gone fpom the Finn Island 
teh turmoil had been so great that Amadis had 
had no time to enquire from Galvanes the news 
from King Li^uarte's court -y but now he took him 
into the garden toleani^ andGalvanes told liim 
all that had pa^t, and gave him Mabilia's letter^ 
whefeb7 he learnt that his lineage was about to be 
increased. At this had Amadis great }oy, yet for 
the loneliness he ftlt for his Lady^ he retired alone 
and wept like a man beside himself . Whentliis- 
passion was somewhat abated, he bade Grandalin 
oanry his arms aboard a vessel, for he and Don 
Bruneo would depart the next day for Gaul. On 
the morrow they put k> sea, the wind was sometimes 
fair at other times foul, and afler five days they 
fouBd thonselves abreast of a fair island and-well 
wooded^ Let us stop here' a day or two, quoth 
Don Bmoeo, it seemeth a good land, and we may 
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perchance find adventures here. They then^ bade 
the master pat to shoie^ for the)rw€Nikl land. Grod 
forbid that you should ! said he. Why so ? quoth 
Amadis. — ^That you may escape death or cmd 
imprisonment. For know that this is die Dolo- 
rous Isle, whereof the great giant Madarque is 
Lord, the cruellest and fiercest in the world. I 
tell you no Knight or Damsel hath entered here 
for fifteen years, but hath been killed or taken. 
When they heard this they wondered greatly, and 
with no little fisar to undertake sudi an adventure^ 
yet as their hearts were such, and as their true 
office was to cleanse the world of such customs, 
notheeding danger they bade the Master m^e 
to land, which with ^ificulty' and almost fierce 
they made him do. Then took they their arms 
and horses, and with their two Squires Gandaltn 
and.Lasindo, wh<Hn they tdd if they were set 
upon by any other than Knif^ to bestir them* 
selves to aid them, they rode into the Idaad. So 
they went up the mountain, and beii^ at die top 
.saw near them a Castk goodly and strong, toward 
which thqr went to hear news c£ the Giant 
Conung near they heard a horn sound fit»n die: 
Tower so loud that it made the valleys ring. The- 
MasteroftheSluphad told them that that hom 
-mmkd to call the Giant' ^vdien his people had. 
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attacked any KnightB wbiom diey could tM>t sab- 
due, and that then he canK fixrth in such foiy that 
he slew all whom he met, evea somedmes lus own 
people. Letusgo fcMward then! said Amadis. 
Far had they not gone when they heard a great 
uproar and the clash of lances and the clang of 
swords fiilling heavy and hst. Presently they saw 
a great crowd pressing upon two Knights and two 
Squires^ having slain their horses and now la-^ 
boinring to kill them^ hat they fouf defended 
thems^es marvelloasly well. Anon Amadis 
^aw the dwarf Ardian come raninng toward him^ 
and he knowing his master's shield^ cried out^ O ! 
Sir Amadis! help yoor brother Galaor, whom 
they are slaying and his friend Kii^ Cildadan. 
At that they spurred their horses fall speed to their 
rescue. 

As they were thus gallopping they saw the Giant 
Madarque come up. He was on a huge horse ; 
his mail was thick, and he was covered with (dates 
of iron, and instead of a helmet he wore an armet 
of bright steel, and in his hand he held a spear so 
heavy that any other Elnight caold not without 
difficulty M it, and a great shidd ; and he came 
on crying, give room, ghre room, ye worthless 
wretches, who cannot kiH two tired and worthless 
b2 
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Kiiights \ leave them to ' me tliat my spear may- 
enjoy their blood. O how God takes vengean<x 
upon the unjust ! and how is he dissatisfied with 
those who follow pride ! remember Reader that 
Nimrod who built the Tower of Babel/ and many 
others^ whom I will not now mention that I may- 
not run into prolixity, so was it with Madarque in: 
this battle. Amadis who heard him feared greatly 
seeing how mcxistrous he was, and commending 
himself to Grod, he said, no;w Oriana Lady mine, 
it is time to be succoured by you ! he then be- 
sought Don Braneo to engage the other Knights, 
for he would attack the Giant, and fitted his 
lance under his arm and ran at him in fiill career, 
and smote him so rudely on the breast that he made 
him fall back upon the crupper. The Giant held 
the reins short, and being thus driven back he 
plucked them with him so strongly that the horse 
. reared and fell back upon his master 3 so. that 
Madarque broke his leg, and the horses shoulder 
was put out, and neither of them could rise. 
Amadis, who saw him thus, drew his sword and 
cried out aloud at tliem, brother Galaor ! for I am 
Amadis wlio help you. And he rode. among them 
marvelling to see tlie feats of Bruneo, who at one 
stroke bad pierced a nephew of the Giant through 
the throat, and was laying about him with his 
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«word. Then Amndls cleaved dow-n another 
Knight to the teeth, and Galaor mounted upon 
his horse, yet would he not niove on from King 
Giidadan who was oh foot by him ; but Gnndalin 
came up and gave his horse to the King, and 
fought himself with the Squires ; then when the 
four Knights were all mounted you might have 
seen wonderful deeds of arms, how they smote 
down and slew all before them ; and the Squires 
d^so did their parts manfully. So that all who were 
able to fly soon fled before them to the Castle, 
and they followed them close to the Castle-gate. 
Now the gate was shut, and might not be opened 
ffll the Giant himself came, for so he had com- 
manded 3 when therefore his people saw thit tliey 
Could not enter and had no remedy, they who 
Tj^ere on horseback alighted, and they threw away 
their swords, and fell upon their knees before 
Amadis, who was foremost in pursuit, and cauglit 
hold of the lappets of his armour to escape from 
his companions. Amadis protected them frcnn 
King Cildadan and Galaor, who were so enraged 
at the wrong they had received that they would 
not else have left a man alive ; and he took assu- 
rance fiom them to obey his commands. I'hen 
went they towards the Gi.tnt, who lay unable to 
help himself, in such plight tliat he was well nigh 
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cz^ring^ lor the hone lay upon his broken kg: 
King Cildadan alighted^ and bade his Squires h^ 
him, and they together tutoed the horse over, so 
that the Giant could Ixeathe, for King Cildadan, 
tiiongh by his means both himself and Galaor had 
been brought to the point of death, had no desi^pii 
to slay himj not for his own sake, for he was evil 
and proud, but for the love of his son. King Gas- 
quilan, who wa^ a right good Knight, and he 
therefore besought Amadis to ^are hmu Ma- 
dar^ie, then quoth Amadis, you see in what pl^t 
you are, if you will take my counsel you shall 
live, if not Death is with thee. Good Knight, 
^replied the Giant, since you place life or death in 
my choice, I will do your pleasure and live, and 
this I swear. What I will then, answered Ama- 
dis, is that thou shouldst becomea Chiistian, with 
dl thy people, and build churches and nKMoasteries 
in thy dominions, and release all thy prisonors, and 
never more keep this evil custoni. The Giant 
answered being in the fear of death, all this will I 
do, for I well know that according to my force and 
people compared with yours I could not have been 
vanquished except for my sins, and that too by 
one blow. Now if it please you let me becarried 
to my Castle, and come ye there also and regale 
yourselves, and there I will obey you. Then 
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flmiiHi called those wImxb he hid tpsMd «od 
tfa^ took 1^ the Gkaat, and all went to the 
Castle. 

When they had disarmed, AmadisaiidGalaoreiii- 
hfBced each other many times, weeping for pate 
jof, and thns h^pjr were tibose foor Knights till 
the Giant sent to infonn them that their feod was 
lendy; hot Amadk replied that he would not cat 
till the prisoners were all bioqght beibre him. 
That shall presently be dene^ said Iha Giant's pco- 
pie, forhehasaheadf senttordeaaethem. f^ 
seattythey came, one hundred md thirty Knights 
and forQr dames and damsels^ and they all came 
homUy to kiss the hand (^ Amadis and ask what 
he would command them to do. What will most 
please me> rqtlied Amadis, is that ye go to Queen 
Brisena, and tdil her that her Knight of the Firm 
Idand hath sent ye, and that he hath found here 
his Ixother (jalaor, and kiss her hand for me. 
Then were thej served with food, and Amadis 
ordered that ships should be provided for the pri- 
te^iers, and so they set sail to perform his bidding. 
After they had made their meal Amadis and his 
companions went into the Giant's chamber to see 
him, and they found that his sister Andandona was 
locking to his wound. This was the fiercest and 
B 4 
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worst Giantess in the world 5 she was ftftceo yeairs 
Mcr tLen her brother^ and had holpcn tO'bfk^ 
himup^ and her hair was white and so woolly 
that it could not be combed, and her face so de- 
formed bey(»id all coarse of natare, that she 
looked like nothing but a Devil. Of status was 
she huge, and ^eet of foot^ nor was th^re he^se^ 
wild nor any other savage beast that she could net 
tame and break in. Slie shot with the bow^ and 
threw darts certainty and strongs so that for Uie 
most part' she was hundng in the mountain^ and 
her clothing was of the skins df bears mid tions and 
wild boars, whom she had slain; Great enemy was 
she to the Christians, and always had done thcnr 
all the evil in her power, and much worse wa* 
she hereafter and made her brother be the same, 
till in the battle which Kiiig Lisuarte had with 
King Aravigo and the six Kings, King Perion slew 
him as shall be related. 

After the Knights had remained awhile with 
Madarque, -and he had again promised them to 
turn Christian, they left him, and on the following" 
morning embarked for Gaul. They had to pass an 
arm of the sea which had thick woods on either 
side, and in these woods that devilish Giantess 
Andandona lay in wait for them, and when she- 
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ssw them on the water, she came close to the shore 
upon a rock above them, and took the sharpest- of 
all her darts and threw it at them with all her 
force> it struck Don Bruneo and went through his 
leg into the side of the galley^ and there brake, 
but with the force of her aim' she overswayed her« 
self and- fell into the water, with such a sound as 
if a tower had ^en. They seeing how monstrous 
she- was, and that she was clothed with the black 
skins of bears, verily believed she was sowe Devil, 
and began to cross themselves and commend them- 
selves to Grod 3 but presently they saw her swim 
stifBy towards the shore^ and then they shot ar-* 
rows at her, but -she dived till she reached the 
land, then just as she landed Amadis and Cildadan 
wounded herewith their arrows in the shoulder; 
but she quickly ran into the wood, and King Cil- 
dadan who -saw her flying thus with the shafts in 
her shoulder, could not forbear laughing. Then 
they went to help Don Bruneo, and staunched the 
blood and laid him in his bed. Presently the 
Giantess appeared again upon an eminence, and 
cried out aloud. If you think I am a Devil you are 
wrong ! but I am Andandona, who will do you all 
the mischief I can, and will not forbear for What pain 
or trouble it may cost me -, and then she ran along 
the rocks so fleetly that nothing could have over- 
b5 
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taken her, so that they were much amazed thereat, 
for they thought surely- that she would have died 
(^her woUods. Then they learnt all conGoming 
her from two of the prisoners whom G^idaUn had 
taken cm board the galley because they were natives 
of Gaul) and if Donfiruneo had not intreated them 
to carry him as quickly as possible vfhact he might 
have help for his wound, they would have returned 
and himted the whole island to catch that bedevilled 
Giantess^ and have her burnt. 

So they went on and entered the open sea, talking 
of many things, and Amadia tdd diem all thathad 
passed with King Iisuarte« Full sorrowful there- 
at was Don Galaor, and great grief did he kxi 
in his heart, for he well understood what evils 
might ensue, and he was placed in great trouble 5 
for though his brother Amadis whom he so dearly 
bved was on ti^ other side, yet could not that^so 
influence his heart as to make him re^e to serve 
King Lisuarte, with whom he had lived as you 
have heard heretofi:»e. And theti he r^Qeml?ei:ed 
how Amadis had left hun at the Fum Island, and 
calling him aside her said. Sir Brother, what thing 
so great or grievous could have happened to you 
that the love and tie between us was. iiot greater ; 
but you concealed it from me as fr<mi a stranger ? 
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Good hrothet, readied Amadis, since it was pow- 
crfial enough to hxcak that tie^ 70a may wdl ween 
k waa vone than death itself. I beseech joo aik 
me DO Anther now. Galaor then pot on a better 
semyance^ ior be had before been somewhat an- 
ffj, and seemg that his brother would sdU be 
secret, aaklnomoee. Fomr dajs they continned 
their voyage, and then took haven at a town in 
Gaal caBed Mostnd, where King P^rion and his 
Ooeai then sc^onrned, because it was opposite to 
Britain, and they could better kam tidings of their 
sens'. They when they saw the galley sent to 
know who was come. Aaaadk bade the messen- 
ger rqiiy that it was King CiMadan and Den Bru* 
neo, hot of himself or his brother to say nothing. 
Bight yoffak was Kii^ Perion at these tidings, fef 
Anaadis had sent him wcHd how King Cil^adan had 
been with Galaor in the hcnase of Urgancb, and now 
hethoiq;hlhedi0nldhearof hisson. He ordered 
ai his conqMBy to take hone, and rode out vHth 
them to meet the new comers, for Don Bruneo 
had sometimes been at his court, ^id he loved 
him amch, and knew dial he was nmch with 
^ sons. 

AmacBs ted GM^or dad themselves richly and xode 

totheQueei^spidace, jmd bade the Porter tell her 
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that two Knights of her lineage wished to speak 
. with her. She bade them enter, and seeing Ama- 
dis, she knew Galaor by the likeness, albeit she 
had never seen him before since the Giant took 
. him away being but a child* and she cried out in 
one breath. Ah Virgin Mary Lady, what is this! 
I see my sons before me t And she fell upon the 
. estrado liket one bereft of sense. They knek down 
and kissed her hand, and she rose and desccsided 
from the estrado.and took them in her arms, and 
kissed them many times, before any of them coaU 
speak, till tiieir sister Melicia entered, and the 
Queen drew back that they mq^t greet her> and 
much were they astonished at her exceeding beaaty. 
Who can tell the joy of that noble -Qneea^to see 
before her her two sons, how fair Knights they 
were, and considering the grieft and fears where- 
with her heart was always trooUed, knowing the 
dangers which Amadis encountered, and eKpecti^ 
iife or death henself as> the issue might.be, and 
Slaving lost Galaor as you hare heard, aod now be* 
holding them both restored with sui^ haDoonaui 
ireiv>wn 3 certes none can tell what jpy she Mi 
except she herself or one who has been. in like 
case. Then said Amadis, we have brought Don 
Bruneo de fionamar here, who is. badly wpwndod 3 
let him be honourably entreated as txoc of the best 
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Knights in the world. That shall he be, my son, 
replied Elisena, because you love him and because 
he has served us well, and when I cannot attend 
, bun, your sister Melicia shall. Lady Sister, quoth 
Cvalaor, you ought as a damsel to honour him 
. greatly, a& one wiK> serves and honours all damsels 
,better than any other y happy may she think herself 
.whom he loves ! for without let he passed under 
the enchanted Arch of True Lovers, a certain 
test'unony that he had . never . been fake. When 
Melicia heaxd this her heart leaped, ior she well 
knew ^that that adventure had been atchieved for 
her ssSsfi i and she answered like a discreet damsel 
;38 .she was> Sir I shall do my best because you 
oomncund me, and because they tell me he is a 
good Ki^^t, and one who loves you much. 

While they were thus in talk the Kings Perion 
and Cildadan came up, and when Amadis and 
Gakor saw their £ither they knelt down and each 
took him. by the handimd kissed it, and he kissed 
tiMsn, and the tears of joy randown. KingCil- 
dadan bade them remember Pon Bruneo, and he 
baring spoken i<Jt the Queen sad her daughter, 
|hey all went towaids Don Bruneo, who was car« 
ried ii^Kni^ts arms fix)m the galley, and th^ laid 
him in a rich bed^ in a chamber of the Queen's 
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apartments^ the windows whereof opened inio W 
garden of roses and other flowers. There die 
Qneen and her daughter w^it to visit l^m^ tad 
she shewed great pity for his woond^ aad said to 
him^ D(xi Bnineo^ I wiU see you the most I cask, 
and when inj diing prevents me> your fikod 
Mdicia shall be with you and she shdt cinis yoiB* 
woond. Elisena then departed, kavii^ her da^h« 
ter and her damsels. Melicia sate hers^ opposite 
his bed, where he could see her hk countenance, 
and so happy was Don Bruneo that while he could 
be so attended he did not widi to be heeM* She 
looked at his wound and saw thi^ it was a great 
one, but being open gq both sides she hoped tx^ 
heal it speedily ; md she sttd Don Bruneo, rae* 
thinks I can cure the wound, but you most Acv 
gether obey me^ else you mi^ bring on great dan^ 
ger. Lady, re|4ied he, 6od Ibrbid that I shoidd 
ever otherwise than obey yoB^ fersure am I that 
tn that case none could help me. ItMie wonb^ 
she understood as he had meant lliem, better tfasn 
the dmnsels who were present. 8he then applied 
an (HUtmeirt to his leg wiuoh aU^ped the sw^i^ 
and pun, and gave him food with her own fm 
hands, and said to him, compose youfaelf now, 
and when it is time I will visit you again* As 
she left the chamber she met his Squire Lasindo f 
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now he knew the secret of his master's lore: 
Lasuido^ said she, yaa are well known here, and 
do yaa ask for whatever your master may need. 
Lady, he replied, God tend the time when this 
knidnessmay be rewarded! and drawing nearer 
he said to her in alow voice. She Lady who wishq^ 
to cure the wounded should take heed to the wont 
wound; for God's sake Latfy have pity on him> 
who so needs it, not for the pain which his woond 
gives him, bat for what he eodurea for yoo. 
When Melicia^ heard this she rallied, fiknd I 
shall leoMsdy the wound which I see, if I can i 
of die other I know nothi^. You know. Lady, 
veplicd Lanado, that the passion he endures for 
jcm eaaUed him toseethe statues of Apolidonand 
Grimanesa. Ailings like these, Lanndo, she an- 
swered, areoften cured byoolyUme, so it mgy 
be with your Master, and it is needless to adcreme- 
df for him firom one who cannot bestow it . With 
that she kft him and went to her Mother. And 
though Lasindo repealed this answer to Don Bru- 
noo, yet did it nothing trouble him, fo he be* 
tiered she folt otherwise than that, and he aittn 
blessed the (xiantesB Andandona for wounding 
him, because thereby he ei^oyed that pleasure, 
without winch sdl thew<»ld to hhn was only troa- 
Ue and solitude. 
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Thus as you h^^Kmg Cildadan and Gala<»' and 
Amadis wefe in Gaul with King Perion^ to die 
great joy of all^ and Don Bruneo in the care o£ 
her whom he loved so well. One day Gialaor led 
them aside and said/ Sirs, I believe that thoc^ 
I were to labour much I could not find other three 
who would love me so well« and therefoie -I be- 
seech ye advise me concerning that which ought to 
be prized next to my soul. You Sir my te>ther 
Amadis placed n^wtth King Lisuarte, and com- 
manded me to be his with great afifection; and 
now seeing how you are at enmity with the King, 
and that I am not discharged firom his service, 
certanly I am greatly perplexed ; fbrif I should 
help you, my honour would be tainted, and if I 
should aid him, it is tl^ pain of death' to me to 
do aught against you. I beseech you give me 
counsel upon this, which is your cause also, and 
consider more my honour than your own inclina- 
tion. King Perion answered, Son. you cannot do 
wrong in fdlowing your brother against a King 
so thankless and unreasonaUe, for when you re- 
mained with him> it was to do. the will of Amadis ; 
and now with ju/st cause may you leave him, see- 
ipg that like an enemy < he labours to destroy your 
kindred who have served him so well. . Sir, re- 
plied Don Galaor, I trust in God and in your &- 
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vonr whereto I commit my honour^ that it never 
shdl be said I left the seirrice of that Kin^ now 
when he needs my service so mucb^ not having 
taken leave of him before. Good brother, then 
said Amadis, thoiigh we are bound to follow the 
betterjtidgmetttof theKing our father, yet will 
I now venture by his far\'our to say, that at a time 
like this you ought not to forsake the King, unless 
it vftte so th^t ho one could be injured thereby. 
As fer dns between him and me^ there can be no 
Knights on his side so powerfti}^ powerful as they 
tAxy be> that the high Lord will not be stronger, 
who knows the services which I have wrought 
ftn* him, and the evil guerdon, which nothing me- 
riting such, I have from him received. It was 
determined then that Galaor should go to King 
Lisuarte. King Cildadan then said to the two bre- 
thren, ye know firiends the issue of that great bat- 
tle, which by you was won, and wherein ye took 
fi-om me that great glory which I and my people 
should have gained ; and ye know the terms of 
the battle, that the conquered should serve the 
conqueror, and this must I fulfill for my honour*s 
sake, though it grieves me to the heart. To-day 
there came a summons to me from King Lisuarte 
to serve bim with my full number of Knights. 
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IiiiiiittbcftfiKiegowithDooGfllaor. SodieBext 
dqr thqr took legve and entered iota a vesadi, and 
liaTing landed in Great Britain^ took tbek jnied 
towaida.theKinig. 

Ckeatlj mcenied was LUnartc at what bad h^ 
pened In the island of Moogasa, and the ilangb- 
terof hiipeople. And he resolved without wait- 
ing for all the fbroes which he bad summoned to 
go against it. But three days bcfoe he ws^ In 
cmbaik he told the Queen to take Orinna and ^ 
Ladies ef the court to apoct with him in the ftiest. 
So tents were pitched there, and the^ ei^cd the 
cfaace^ but the King's thooghu were more v^Hin 
the loss of the Finn Island than upon his sport. 
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CHAPTER 3. 



KlagCiUadvi and Don Gakor bearing thai tbe 
Kiagpn^Mured to eipbark laade all vpeed to joio 
hinou It chanced that having ikpt in a foreH^ 
thej heard a bell ring for naaif at day">hieak> and 
goii^ to the Hermitage they saw twelve rich shields 
ranged aronod the altar^ bearing castles or in a 
field azure^ and in tbe midst of them was a white 
shield rimmed with gold. Having made their 
orisons they asked certain Squires who were there 
to whom those shields belonged. They answered, 
that they could by no means tell them^ but if they 
went to the Ck>urt of King Lisuarte they would 
soon know. Presently the Knights who owned 
the shields came in, leading some Damsels, and 
behind them the new Knight talking with a Dame 
who was not young. He was of good stature and 
fair, and so strongly made that hardly might ano- 
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ther such be seen, so that King Cildadan and 
Galaor marvelled much to see him, and weened 
that he came firom a far land, because till then they 
had never beheld him. When mass was over, the 
Lady asked thenr if they were of King Lisuarte^s 
household. — Why ask you ? — Because if it please 
you we should desire your company, for the King 
is in the forest hard by with the Queen and a 
great company hunting and regaling in their tents. 
-—And what is your pleasure with us ? — ^That for 
courtesy you would request the King and the 
Que^ and their daughter Orikna to come hither 
and make this Squire a Knight, for he is stich ^at 
lie tncrits all the honour that may be done him, — 
Right willingly Lady will we do tliis, and we trust 
die King also will do as you say, according to his 
wonted courtesy. Then they rode all together to 
a little hill by the way side to wait for the King,' 
^d it was not long before they saw him and the 
Queen and their company approaching. Tlie King 
I'ode foremost, and beholding the Damsds and 
two armed Knights, he thought they wished to 
joust, and he bade Don Grumedan, who guarded 
him with thirty Knights, to go and tell them^ not 
to trouWe themselves to joust, but come to him. 
Don Grumedan rode foremost and the King stopt. 
When Cildadan and Galaor saw that he stc^t. 
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tbey aiKi the Damsels came down the hill and 
went towfirds him^ and when Galaor was Hear 
tf^rtAiigh to know the old Knight^ he exclaimed to' 
King Ciidadan^ .here Sir is pne of the good men- 
<xf .the earth. — Who is he ? — Don Gniiheddn who 
bore the King's banner in the battle against you. 
In^tmdi'.then^ quoth Cildadan, I can say he is 
8ach> for I plucked the banner from him^ and . 
CQuld never ^rce it from his hands till the stafiT 
broke, and then saw I him do such feats of airms 
as showed his great displeasure that It had been 
taken*. They then took off their helmets, and 
Gmmedan knowing Galaor as he approached ex- 
claimed,. Ah my firieod Don Galaor, you are as 
w^conae as the angels fh>m heaven ! and he rode 
up to him as £ist as he could. Don Grumedan, - 
quoth Galaor, this is King Ctldadan. The old < 
Knight then kissed the King's hand, who wdcomed 
him very coorteousfy^, and then turned to Galaor 
and they embraced, like those who loved each 
other at heart. Then rode he back to Lisuarte* 
Good news Sir and joyful ! here comes your vas* 
sal and friend Don G^or, who never ^ed you 
in time of need, and the other is King Cildadan. - 
I am r^ht glad of his coming, replied the King. - 
I well thought that, if he were whole and at his 
own free will, he would not fail to come to me. 
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as I would have gone to him if it were to his ho« 
Boor. By this the Knights cameup^ and here* 
ceived diem full graciomly. Don Qalaot' would 
have kissed his hands^ but the King wouM not 
permit that> emhracing htm so as to show how 
inhis heart he loved him. Th^ then told him of 
the JjaAy and the boon she begged. The King' 
mused awhile^ for he Was accustomed to knight 
those ctfdy of great worth ; and he asked whose 
son hcf war. Tbstt, repHtd the Dame^ you shall 
net know yet^ bat I sweai^to you that on both si(ks 
he is of good axid royal parentage. What shall I 
do^ "DoD Galaor ? said the King. •— Methinks^ Sir, 
yon dsoold ccmseiit ; for the Child is of rare sta- 
tnie and comelineBS, and cannot fall to be a good 
Kiug^. Let it be so then ! lisnarte answered. 
And he bade Grumedan take Don Cralaor and King 
Cildadan to theCtoeenj and then all follow him 
to the Henmtage. How they were welcomed by 
the Queen and Oriana it is not necessary to relate, 
never were others better or more lovingly. So 
tbqr all followed to the Heraiitage, and when they 
saw those shidds, and the white one which was 
so rich among them, thqr marvelled thereat, but 
stiUnunre at the goodly person of the Child, and 
thqr could not think who he was, having never 
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faeaid of lam befem. Hehambly klfied thehand* 
ofUieKing* and would have kiaaed the Chieen'« 
add Oriaiui*s alsoj bat that they would not pennit 
becaps e of his hi^ birth. The King then knighted 
faim, and iaid» take the aword from whom it shall 
pfeaaeyoabest. If it please you, he replied^ I 
w3i take it from the hands of Oriaiia^ for so will ^ 
that be arofimpliahed which my heart desired. 
Dear daa^^iter^ then said Lisoarte^ g|ve if it please 
yoa the swoid to this Knight> who will rather re» 
cdve it from yoa than from any other hand. 
Orkna with groat shame&stness, aa obb who 
thought it stnBige> then took the sword ttid* 
gave it him> and thos was his knighting fully^ 
peiKirmed* 

Hie Damfe then said^ Sir^ I and my three Damsds 
must be gooe^ though I would willingly remain 
with yda awhUe, but so it is ordered. Norandel 
wfaoni you have armed Knight and theaetwdve 
Km^its widi him may if it l&e you abide in ydor 
serme. Well pleased was the Kii^ thereat^ 
greatly admiring the young man. The Dame then 
tookher kave^ andasshedqMffted slipped a letter 
intoLisaarte'shaQdj sayings read this in priyate, 
and then do as you think best. She then went 
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towaids the ^ip. He wonderitig what this might 
be, bade the Queen go with King Cildadan and 
Galaor to the tents, and feast them if he should 
tarry in the chace. Brisena obeyed, and as sooa 
as he was alone he opened the letter. 

Lisuarte, most high King of Great Britain, I the 
Princess Celinda, daijghter of King Hcgido, kiss 
your hand. You will well remember Sir how you 
being only an Errant Knight found me besieged 
in my Castle of the Great Rosier by Antifon: the 
fierce, because I would not accqpt lum In : mar- 
riagej and how you imdertook my cause in sin^e 
combat and slew him ; and how under the rosier 
I yielded you my love. Then was this ChSd lie- 
gotten, so fair a one, that it seemeth that sin hath 
produced good frUit, and will therefore be by tho' 
most high Lord forgiven. I send ^ith him this' 
ring which you gave me, as that which witnessed 
all. Honour him and love him my good Lord, 
and make him Knight>like one who on both sides 
is 8i»Ting from Kings, and deriving from you dar- • 
ing courage, and from me that ardent love which ' 
I* have borne towards you, reasonably may we ' 
hope that Knighthood will be well bestowed 
upon him. '^ 
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FW wen did Lismrte remember this^ and the 
niig confirmed that Norandel was his son* How- 
beity though the young Kaight promised so haily 
hj his faar appeanttce, he rescued to conceal the 
truth till he should hare given pnx^ of his valour. 
He then went to the ohaoe^ and^ returning with 
^exOj of game^ went to the tent where King Cil- 
"dadan and Galaor lodged, bemg attended by all 
the best Kni^ts of his court, all richly dad, and 
before all he praised them for their great feats of 
arms as they deserved, and for the great help he 
hoped from them in this war« which he now 
waged i^Binst the best Kmghts in the world. 
Then cheaifuUy he told them of his sport, and 
.mUmerrily that he would give them none of his 
game; and he sent kidi to Oriana and the Prin« 
oesses, but he bade them divide it with Cildadan 
and Galaor. So there he ate with them. After 
the clothes were removed, he took Galaor aside 
vnder the trees, and leaning oa his shoulder, said. 
My good fiiend, Galaor, how I^teem and love 
you God knows, for your courage and your coun« 
sd have always profited me, and I have fiiU con« 
fidence in your faith, so much, that I woidd not 
VBj to my own heart the thing which I wooM con- 
ceal fisHnyoi% Look now what hath happened ! 
tWKi he gave him the letter. Clad thereof was 
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Cialaor^ seeing ihtk NomAAym the King's son^ 
andhesaid, if you^ Sir, weottbro* this t<Mi stfidpeal 
to deliver that Pnncess, she well repaid you by so 
fiuc a son. As God shall help m^, I think he will 
be as good as^ he is &ir > and howmvc desirous, 
yoa now are to conceal his birth> yon will herer. 
af^er be more so^to acknowledge him. If it ^ewo; 
you^ kt him be my conunde fyr a year : dius will 
somewhat of my great desire to serve yoU be acr 
complished. Much do I thank you> replied th» 
King> yet shall I gvre you a boy for your coQipii>-. 
i^on^ wiio may prove we know not what^ bow*, 
beit, as it pleases you^ let it be so^ for asoio^iing^ 
will be secret, whatever honour is done to hiai> t9 
doQC' tome. So after they had reteimed to thc^ 
tents awhile^ Golaor said to the King, Sii;, ymi 
well know it is the custom of your house, aad c£ 
the whole kingdom of« London, that the £bst bocm. 
which Knight or Damsel shall require from a new 
made Knight, ou^t to be granted. Truly so 
is the custom, replied die King, I am a.Knight» 
. rejoined Galaor, and I ask a boon of Noiandd : it 
is that we Iraep company together for one whoJA 
year, being true to each other, and that ncrthiug 
but death €ir^ <;£^vity s^arate us« Nonmdel 
marvi^ed greatly when he heard this, and fall joy- 
M was he, for he saw how the King honound 
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Gdaoc am<mg ao- manjr good an^ estoemedl* 
Knights^ aad he kbew his £une> how ^aasjgt 
j^maHifl thcxc was noDC who suipowied him ia 
anns. My Lord Sir Galaor, qooth he, it i« plain 
by your groat worth and my litdenoM, that yoa 
have laid thus moie for your goocbesg than my 
idcacrtft i bat I giant it, and thank yoa for it, aa 
tlie thing in the world wluch nest to the aervioe of- 
4he King most rejoices me. 

The JLmg then told Uiem how he would put to 
«ea on the third day, for, aepoiding to thetidinga- 
he received from the Island of Mcmgaea, his going 
waa necessary^ In God*s name, said King Cil- 
4adan> and we will serve you in. all things that 
may be to your honour. Sir, quoth Galaor, since 
you hare the hearts of your people^ so fiilly, fisar 
yoa none but God. Even so, replied the King $ 
great as your pro^vess is, your love and affection 
maketh me moie secure. The fdlowing day after 
maaa they set out to retam to the town^ and the 
Sing told Galaor he might infoan Qriaoa of No« 
nndel's birth, but in secrecy. So Galaor took her 
bridle* wheteat well pleased waa she for the love 
her. father bore him, and because being the bro- 
ther of Aoaadis, it was to her a comfort to see 
him. In the course of their talk they sps^e of 
c2 
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i^orandd. Do yoa tnow any thmg of this Knight, 
said Oriana, for he came with you, and you have 
isked him to be your companion in arms j for one 
6f your prowess, this should not be done unless 
you knew something of his worth, foe all who 
know you say there is no one equal to you, except 
<wily your brother Amadif . My Lady, replied 
Cralaor, so equal is my prowess to that of Amadis 
as earth is to heaven $ and ^1 would he be who 
thought to equal his ! for Grod has gifted him 
thovt all others in die world m hardihood, and in 
ril good customs diat beseem a Knight. Oriana 
became thoughtfiil, and a feeling came upon her,— 
if ever €mu shouldst be without the love of dus 
Amadis ! and without this fame of arms and of 
beauty ! but she felt joy and pride, that he who 
had no peer was her own. But for Norandd, 
added Galaor, it surdy seems that he will be a 
good man, and I know that of him which will 
surprize all whenever it comes to be known. So 
I believed, replied Oriana, tlmt not without great 
cause you took him for your companion in arms : 
if it may &irly be told, I should willingly know- 
it. That woidd be a dear secret, quoth he, which 
yoa wished to know, and 1 should withhdd, bat 
no other must know it : he is son to the Kizig^ 
Jr<our &ther ! and then he told her alL You ] 
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made me ri^t gkd, cried CMana^ and I tmlfr 
thank you, for die near tie betvreea us : if be bo 
good hy uature, you will m^ke him more so; and 
if otherwise, your example will amend him. Thuf . 
they went on till they reached the town ; thero 
Oriaoa went with her mother, and Golaor took hit 
comrade Norandei to his^lodging. 

Go the following day, the ships being manned^ 
lisuarte commanded that his dinner should bo 
piepared on board, and he, with Galaor, Noran« 
del, and King Cildadan, took leave of the Que^ 
and his daughfisr, and went to the fort of Jafoque, 
where his ieet lay, and sailed for the Island oi 
Moogaaa. In five days they reached the port of 
the town from whence the Island took its name, 
and there they found King Arfoan of North Wales 
strongly .encamped, and learnt from him what 
had past. There had been a great battle with th^ 
]^njgbts.who held the town, and his men had 
been defeated, and would all. have been lost, if 
King Arban had not taken advantage of some 
rocks and retired among them ; that brave King 
G^quilan, of Sweden, had been sorely wounded 
by Don Florestan, and his people had carried him 
away by sea to be healed. Brian of Monjaste had 
advanced too ^ to attack King Arban, and was 
c3 
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made ^risdtiof . Rom fkat time King Aitei's 
army had never ventured to stir ftom the lodu 
nAitve Llsiiaiie found them> and thoogh the eaemf 
had often attempted, they were never dbSelo at- 
tack them. Lisaafte was incensed against die 
Knights of the Iskmd, heariiig ihis, and he landed 
all his men and stores, ^ pitdhc^ luscamp. 

In good time for Oriana had King Lknarte ^ 
parted, ^efdt her-pains coming, and disncdasiog 
all her other Damsels, went with only Mabilw and 
the Damsel of Denmark to her chamber, and 
there till midnight in great fear and agony she 
endured, suppressing all cries, till it pleased God, 
tiie I^eliever of all, that she was delivered of a iair 
•on, who was forthwith wrapt in rich garm^its ; 
and Qriana bade them bring him to her bed, end 
she took him in her arms and kissed him many 
times. Do you see, said the Damsel to MabHla, 
what the child has upon its bnsast ? No, quoth 
she, I was too busy to look. Certainly, cried the 
Damsel, he has something upon his breast which 
other infants have nOt. Hicy then lit a candle, 
and uncovered him, and saw that under the right 
nipple there were letters as white as snow, and, 
tmder^ the left, seven letters as red as live coals ; 
but neither one ti(x the other could read them^ 



d by Google 



6S 



liir the ^lute letters vnte Latin and veqr dlfictdtt 
mad tbeTcd ones were Grreek. Frcaentiy, as tbqr 
iiad agreed, the Drnmei privately went out and 
«ame Tooad under the chamber-window wkh 
Durin oq boraebeck. Mabilia bad laid the child 
in a badcet, and lowered it io them by a string, 
nid th^ itide toward Mira6ores^ where the child 
'was to be brought up as the Damsel's own. But 
aoon leaving the right road, they struck into a 
iiye-ipath through the forest, to go more secretly. 
They came at last to a fbuntaia, near which waa 
a deep valley^ so thick with underwood that none 
could enter it, where lions and other wild beasta 
bred. Above this valley there was an old hermit- 
age, where dwelt the Hermit Nasciano, wha 
"was a holy man : it was the <^inion of the neigh- 
Ixmring peasantry, that he was sometimes regaled 
with heavenly food i and when he went out to beg 
provisioa, neither lionnor any wild beast would harm 
ium, but, when they met him on bis ass, seemed 
to fawn to him. Near this hermitage there was a 
cave in the rock, where a lioness bad whelped, 
and the good man often went in and fed her cubi^ 
and would play with them after he had said hia 
pray^s. Now when the Damsel came to tbia 
fountain she waa athirst, and she said to her bro* 
Owj let iia alight, and take Hie child* for 1-must 
c 4 
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drink. Durin dligkted^ took the child and hdi 
him at the foot of a tree -, hvJt, as his sister waa 
about to alight, they heard the roaring of a lion 
in the thicket, which finghtened both pal&e^s, and 
they started oflF fiill speed. The Damsel had no 
command over her's, and expecting to be dashed 
to pieces among the trees, cried out to God tfr 
help her. Durin ran afier her,^^ and overtaking 
her at last caught the mns ; but she was in suck 
plight that she couki scarcely speak. H& took her 
off, and said> stay here, and I will go on your 
horse in pursuit of my own. Go for the child 
£rst, said she, and bring him to me, lest any thing 
haf^)^. Hdd the reins, then> said he> for if I 
take the horse I cannot bring him. So he set off 
afoot, but meantime a marvellous adven^e had 
happened, for the lioness whom you have heard 
of, and who had roared so loud> went every dzf 
to that fountain to get scent of the beasts wh» 
drank there ^ and now, as she was looking about 
her, she heard the child cry, and went to the foot 
of a tree, and took him up m her keen teeth by 
the cloaths, without touching the flesh, f(» so k 
pleased God, and carried lum to her cubs for food t 
this was about day-break. But that Lord of the 
World, who is merdM toward those who implore 
hb mercy, and with the ^nocent,. who have nd^ 
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ther age near imderstanding to implore it, helped 
Lim in this guise. That holy Nasdano havii^ 
sung mass^ and gdng to the fountain to refresh 
himself, for the night had been hot, beheld the 
lioness with the child in her mouth, and heard 
him. dying with, the voice of a new-bom babe. 
Whereat he crossed himself, and said to her, gc^ 
evil, beast, and leave this creature of God's work^ 
who hath not made him for thee ! The lioness 
came crouching to him, and laid the babe at hii 
is^, and then departed, Nasciano made upon 
him the sign of the true cross, then took him in 
his arms, and went towards the hermitage. As he 
past the cave, he saw the lioness was giving suck 
to her cubs, and he called to her, saying, I com* 
mand thee on. the part of God, in whose power 
are all things, to come feed this child like thy own 
cubs, and to guard him like them.. She came 
and.lay down at his feet: thp good man phKred 
the infant at her teats, and the child sucked, and 
thenceforth the lioness came fondly to feed him 
whenever he cried. The Hermit then sent his 
nephew, a lad who assisted him at mass, to call 
his father and mother : they dwelt at the skirts of 
the forest, but the &ther was gone from home, 
acd could not come till after ten days, during 
which time the child was fed by the lionet, and 
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by a she-goat and a ewe, who gave him suck 
Tvhile the Koness was prowling about. 

When Dorm came to the foc»t of ^ tree, and 
saw that the child was gone, he was greatty di»« 
mayed, and he looked on all sides, and beholding 
only the track of the lioness,, bought that snrely 
she had devoured him. When he toid his sister 
Jiis, she beat her face, and cried out aloud, curs- 
ing her fortune and the hour whereia ^e was 
bom, and in "this passionate grief she continued 
more than two hours. Sister, ^aid Durin, this is 
•of DO avail, and great evil may rise from it to 
your Lady and her friend. At last she saw that 
he had reason, and she said, what sliall we do ? 
We must go to Miraflores^ said he, since my pal- 
frey is lost, and stay there three or four days as if 
«OTne business brought us there, and when we re- 
turn we must tell Oriana that the child is saffe j, 
after she is recovered, you nrast take counsel with 
Mabilia what to do. So thus they agreed, and 
the Damsel put on a good countenance on her 
letum, and told Oriana that the child was taken 
care of. 

In ten days the Hermit's sister and her husband 
talved^ and he told them by what great chance 
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lie had found the ia&at, whom God certainly 
loved because he had so saved him> and he be- 
sought them to take charge <^ him till he could 
speak^ and then bring him to him for iastracticm ^ 
but first, said th^ j^ood man^ I wHl baptize him. 
When that dame stript him by the font, she saw 
the white and red letters on his breast, and 
shewed them to Nasciano, who greatly marvelled 
thereat, and reading them he saw that the white 
ones said^ m Lalan, E^landtan, and thougkt that 
Mkis was to be the duld*s name ; and so he bo^ 
tized htm by that name, Hspkmdien, wliereby hm 
was aflerwuds se known ia the world. But ^i» 
nod lettersy though h» tried eamsstfy, hft coulA 
ndther read nor understand. So iits mme took 
<he chikl home irilh a^oodwiU, deemn^ thot^bt 
nd her faasily ahoidd one day be well repaid; 
ndsheBursedhimdiHgtndy, as one inwliun ste- 
had placed her hopes ; and whea he began t» 
•pes^, she took him again to hei iHtither, and he 
was then so comefy^ and wen grown a child that att 
who saw hini were deligjbted«. 
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Heretofore yon have heard' how King Cuuarti^ 
having landed in the Isle of Mongaza, fonod Kii^- 
Arban among the rocks, whom he commanded t^- 
raise his camp and join him on the plain. He was • 
now advised that Don Qaivanes and lus compS'* 
nions had departed from the £oili»gLake> and 
crossed the mountains, with design to give him 
b^tde. Forthwith he went to meet them, heart* 
ening his army the best he could, for the^ had to 
deal vv^ith the best Knights in the worM. So &r 
they marched, that th^ encamped that night 
upon the banks of a river, a league apart from the 
enemy. Wheoitwas day-break, they all heaErd 
mass and armed themselves, and the King or- 
dained his forces into three battalk>ns. Don Ga- 
laor had the first of five hundred Knights, with 
him were his comrade Norandel, and Don Guilan 
the pensive^ .^ad hi« ccmsin Ladasin^ and Gnmeo 
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ihd y^antr and Cendil of Ganola^ and NiconD 
the good jouster of the perilous bridge. The se« 
cond battaBon he gave to King CUdadan with 
seven hundred Knights^ with him went Ganides 
of Ganota, and Acedis the King> nephew^ and 
Gradasen and Brandoyuas^ and Tasiaa and Filis^ 
pinel» all Knights o£ great account, and in the 
midst went Doa Gnunedaa of Norway, and other 
Knights^with King Arban of North Wales^ whose 
eharge it wag to guard the King* la such order 
they moved ooi seeming a gpodly and well-armed 
eompanjr^ and so* many trumpets and clarions 
Bounded that scaroe could voice be heard. They 
drew up in aplain, and Baladan and Leonis kept 
behind, the King with, thirty Knights^ 

When Uon Galvanes and his noble firiends knew 
«f the coming of King Lisuarte and his force, al^ 
belt that for one oFthem he brought five, yet 
were they not dismayed, nor though the capture 
of Doa Brian of Monjaste was> a great loss to 
them, and the absence of Agrayes, who was gone 
to provide supplies, of which they were in need. 
But with a good heart and great courage Don 
Galvanes cheared his troops, and formed them into 
two battalions, the one of one hundred and six 
. KjttightSi the other of one hundred and nine. In 
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•Knigbts rode on to meet them. Norandd ^orre^ 
his horse and ^mote Gavarte^ and bore him saddle 
and all to the ground: this was his first essay, and 
it was held by all f(Hr a right good beginning. 
Galaor and Quadragante encountered, and fell man 
and horses to the ground. Cendil ran against 
Elian.; their lances brake -, both were wounded^ 
but both kegt their seats. And now the armies 
had joined, and such, was the uproar of voices and 
the din. of strokes, that the drums and clarions 
were no longer heard. Then were there many 
Knights slain and many wounded, and many 
thrown from their horses, and the hearts of all on 
either, side were incensed with great anger -, but 
the thickest, press was to defend Gralaor and Qua-? 
dragante, who were now foyning at eadiother^ 
and g^^pling and struggling, that it was fearful 
to behold them, and more than an hundred Knights 
on both sides were dismounted in attempting to 
help horse them, for they were so closely engaged 
that naoe could part them.. Then in that hour 
what feats Norandel and Don Guilan the pensive 
performed by Galaor. cannot be told, . nor how. 
Plorestan and Angriote bestirred themselves over 
Quadragante, for though the Knights of Lisuarte. 
pressed on them in far greater number;, they so 
flayed their parts that they lost not one jot, Suc^ 
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rS(XtB were at kst made^ that Galaor and Qnadrs^ 
ganle were mounted again, and mshed like two 
lions into the battle. That day King Cildadan did 
bravely, and sent many a Knight to earth j but 
Don Galvanes came ap, and soon made it manifest 
that the quarrel was his, and that he neither feared 
danger nor death in defending his heritance against 
these enemies. Don Florestan too, holding his 
brother Amadis to be the chief in this dispute 
and feeling that it therefcue became all his ^end^ 
to play the man, and himself above the rest, he 
raged fiiriously from side to side, wherever he 
conld work most hurt ; and seeing how King CiL- 
dadan exceeded all those of his own party, he 
made at him through the press oi Knights^ maur 
gre the load of blows that were laid on him, and 
came up to him so fiercely, that he could do no- 
thing but seize him in his strong arms, and Cil- 
dadan grappled him. Presently they were sur« 
rounded by Knights to succour them $ their horses 
drew back, and they fell together,, and then feW 
to with swords, driving fierce and mortal blows at 
each other. But Enil the good jKoiight and An-* 
griote got Florestan to horse again, and he remem^ 
bering what Amadis would do if he were there 
present, rode into the .thickest of the battle, and 
did marvellous feats that day. Nocandel» whosff 
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armcmr was all liacked and teA wkfc nuto^ 
wounds^ and his sword Uoody to die hilt^ when 
.lie saw Kiti^ Cildadan on foot^ called to Don 
<jralaor, let tre he^ ycm firiend King Cildadon, or 
he will be skun. Now show your woiih> my 
comrade^ quoth Grakor^ and let us haac him and 
£ght by him. So they with toil and mncfa difi* 
culty mounted him again^ but he was sandy 
wounded on the lieid by a 8lrafce"6»in DmsomB, 
«nd the blood ran over his eyes. 

In that hour could not the host of King Lisuarte 
for all theh- great numbers keep the field 3 th^ 
turned then- backs and fled before the great hardi* 
hood of their enemies^ save only Don (jakor and 
certain other good Knights^ who went from part 
to part rallying and heartening diem till they came 
to where the King was. Lisuarte seeing them 
thus return diacomfited, cried out^ now show )'0ur 
worthy good friends, and let us preserve the honour 
of London. And he spuxred his horse> shouting 
Clarenoe ! Clarence ! feo: that was his war^ci^r, 
end wont &11 against {lis enemies. He saw Don 
Galvanes fighting full valiantly^ and he smote him» 
so that his lance brake, and Gahranes lost his 
itirrups } then he dvew his sword and laid about 
kimaaaUjidffs^ and: his pec^ took Jiesrt ; bilt 
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It availed nMAng, 6r flototan and CfaMdngnte, 
ttdd AAgriote and Ga«arte, beiif^ all joined tog»- 
ihtr, did such tfeata, that it Komed as if tfadr 
vnenues were all vanqnirfMift, aad all thooglit that 
Ihe field couid not be kept against thsm. Kiag 
liaoarte^ seeiDgJ^peoidediaaiajredaiidsonideljr 
tiandkidj was m all fear of beix^ vanquisfaody 
and he called Don GuikDi, wiio was badlj woood- 
hd, and %xag Aiban of North Wales, and Oni- 
medan d^ Norway, and said to them, I see our 
feoj^. «:e in an eril ^i^t, and I ftar that God, 
whom i faav^ never served as I oof^, will not 
gi^ me this battle. Now let ns do then, for I 
may be called the King who was defeated and 
tiain to my honocff, bat never to my dishonour, 
the Hving and defeated King. He then ^Mirred 
his horse onward vnthoot faac of death, and turned 
to Quadfigante, who was coming a^unst him, 
and dtey smote each other two such Mows upoa 
tiie hdraet, that «ach emliracod the neok of hia 
horse; but because ^e Kii^*s sword was fin* the 
better, he wounded doadragante in the head. Pre- 
tently they were succotmed by^alaorandNorandel 
on the one side, and by Florostan and Angridte on 
the other, and the King,whosaw the wosiders which 
Don Floreatan woticed, nadeatbtao, aadsooote 
his horse upou the head, eo that lie:£BU9 hut ^ 
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tfu» he soon psaA, for Ftorettan leaped from thir 
saddle^ and made at the King> maugre aU wh0 
guarded him, yet could be only reach the horse'a 
leg^ which he cut through. The King lightly 
got on foot, so that rFlprestan was sui^rized 
thereat, and gave him two blows with his good 
sword, against which his armour nothing avaikd 
him to save the flesh ; but Florestan rem^abered 
how he had been in his court, and what honour 
he had once received from him, and forbore to 
strike him, only he protected himself with the 
little of his shield that wa& lefb» But LisQarte, ia 
great fury, smote at hkn as fiercely as iie could.f 
stiH Eloreslan forbore to strike, but he grasped 
him in his arms, and would neither suffer him to 
mount again, nor to get 6:0m him. Then wai| 
there a great press oa both sides to the succour^^ 
and the King cried out,, shouting his name, that he 
might be holpen. At this Galaor came up, and 
said. Sir, mount my horsey and Filispinel and 
firandoyuas were with him> being afoot,, and of? 
fbri^g. each, hift horse Take mine. Sir, quoth 
Galaor ; but the King would not su0er him to- 
alight, and took Filiqunel's- horse and turned aside* 
leaving Florestan aordy wounded, with his good 
flfword, though Florestan would not harm him f 
and poesenDy QuadoigasUe ^ougl^ Flogsstaa % 
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hbrsc. Then Dsoarte called on Galaor and No* 
nindel^ and King Cildadan and the rest who fol- 
lowed him^ and the^ (H-essed on^ he doing snch 
deeds that the prmse of that day was jostly giren 
hhn ; for thongh Tlorestan and Ctnadragante, and 
<Tavarte and their friends, did what they coold and 
manrellously bestirred themselyes, 3ret they were 
few in number, and for the most part ^oreij 
wounded i and the Kng's people had now taken 
conrage, and came on with such numbers, that 
pei^nre they were driven back to the foot of the 
mountains, where Florestanand Quadragante, and 
Aiigriote and Gavafte, their arms being hacked 
to pieces, their horses «lain and themselves sorely 
wounded, f dl senseless upon the field } and Pa« 
bmir and Elian 'die gallant, and Branfii and Enil, 
and Sarquiles and Marartros of Lisando, who was 
the cousin of Florestan, Were aU taken in their' 
defence, and many were there riain on both 
sidef . And Don Galvanes would there have been 
lost if (Dragonis had not often succoured hun^ 
and art lastdrawn Irim out of the press, «o badly^ 
liart that fie codd scarcely sit, being well high 
senseless, and he sent him. to the Boiling Lake^ 
.and remained hitnself with that small company 
which had escaped, defending the mountains. So 
thns by tfaexsoorage of lisuaite, and by the great 
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folly of Florcstan, who would not hurt blfti^ hav-% 
ing him in his power, it may well be said that day, 
wag lost : * whereby we may understand, that m 
such danger we should neither show pity nor 
courtesy to friend nor kin, till the victory be 
secured. 

When Kinglisuarte saw how his eoenues for- 
sopk the field and retired among the mountains^, 
and that the sun was going down, he forbade any 
of his men to advance farther, and he jdaced 
guards, because Dmgonis had already occuiHod all 
the strong passes, and sent for his tents which were 
pitched beside a stream, at the foot of the moun- 
tains. He then called for King Cildadan and Don. 
Galaor, but it was told lum that they were la^. 
menting over Florestan and Ctuadragante, who 
wer^ at the point of d«»th. Hearing tUs, Li^* 
arte demanded a hors^ and rode towards them, 
rather to console Don G^aor than with any wish 
to give assistance to those Knights who had 
been against him, albeit he was somewhat movied 
to remembering how in the battle agsanst Kxag- 
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Cildadai^ FloKsstan^ beii^ bareheadod/ stcpt be* 
foiehsa: and received upoa. his sbidid that mighty 
blow from the great Giant Gandacuriel, and how 
that very, day he had ^ virtue forborne to strika 
hmx. So gping wjbere they were, he comforted 
them with gentle words^ and assurance that they 
^ould. be healed, yet had not this such weight, 
but that Galaor swooded many times upon his- 
brother florestan. The King made them be carried, 
to a good tent, and sent mas^ters to look to their 
woundflj and taking Kiog Cildadan with himi^ 
pemiittod Galaor to abide with them that night,, 
and he took to the same tedt the seven Knights 
who had been taken {uisoners, to be healed also. 
Th«re> by the help of God chiefly, and of the 
mastersiy who were light skilful, before dawn 
thny had recovered their senses mid upon sight 
and. search made, hopeful ^^gna of recov^eiy yrer9. 
lound» 

The nest dsty a$ Norandel and Don Guilan wer^^ 
^dt Galaor> to console him for the great sorrow 
whidi h&«[idured because of his brother and his. 
kinsmen, th^ heard the trumpets axid darionS' 
sound in the King's tait, which was a signal fot 
the people to ami. They bound up their wqpnd* 
ftst that ^be hk>oA might not issue, and armed 



d by Google 



n 



themselves and rode tbither. Thef foand tke 
King armed in fresh armour and on a fresk horse> 
consulting with King Arban, and King Cildadan, 
and Don Grumedan^ whether he should attack 
iLe Knights who were in ^e mountain. The 
opinions were diflferent : some said, tlwir own 
people had been so hardly handled tiiat it was not 
reasonable till they were recovered to attack the 
enemy ^ others, that delay was dangerous, for 
now the army was hot in anger, and if they 
cooled they woidd have little will for ano>ther en- 
gagement, and, naoreover, Agrayes was expected 
with stores and troops ftcfca. Britanny. Tlie King 
then asked Don Galaor*s advice. Sir, «aid he, if 
your people are wounded and £it]gued, so also 
are the enemy, and because they are few and we 
are jnany, f advise that we forthwidi attack diem. 
80 let it be, said Lisuacte 5 anon they made ready 
and attacked the passes, Cialaor going £rst ^aiid 
Norandel following him 5 and though Dragonis 
ckfeaded them well, yet so<nany were the bow* 
yers and cross-bow men who annoyed him, that 
he was compelled to letire to the plain beyond, 
and from thence, after a perilous battle, to retreat 
to the town and castle. Soon tlie King came up 
tfkd pitched his tents there> and ordered his fleet 
^ besiege the castle by sea ^ and becaEfke Ifaishis- 
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tbry is the history of Axnadls, and he was not pte- 
scBt in that war^ it is not necessary to relate all 
that passed. You need only know that Lisuarte 
besieged them thirteen months by land and by sea, 
so that they could no ways be succoured^ for 
Agrayes was ill, nor had he a force* tliat could at« 
tack so great a fleet } and food falling within^ they 
began to treat with the King, that he and Don 
Galvanes should mutually release their prisoners, 
that the Town and Castle of the £oiling Lake 
should be rendered, and there should be truce for 
two years. Now although this was to the King's ad« 
yantage, yet such was his confidence that he would 
not have granted these terms if he had not received 
letters from his Uncle Count Argamonte, how all 
the Kings of the Islands had risen against hkn, ^ 
seeing that he was engaged in this war, and 
chosen King Aravigo of the Islands of Landas 
for their chief, who was the most powerful of all j 
and how all this was occasioned by Arcalaus the 
Enchanter, who had gone from Island to Island, 
telling them they would meet with no resistance* 
and might divide the land between them. Where- 
fore Argamonte besought the King to leave all 
other business, and return without delay. This 
obliged the King to negociate, though against his 
will, for his will was to take lus enemies by force 
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of aims and put them all io death. So the tenitf 
being made^ the King^ accompanied by man/ 
good men^ went to the town and found the gates 
open, and from thence to the Castle, when Don 
• Galvanescame out, and the Knights who were with 
him, and the fair Madasima, who was in tears, 
gave him the key^s and said. Do Sir herewith what 
is your pleasure. Lisuarte took and gave them to 
Brandoyuas. Then Galaor came to the King and 
said. Sir, gentleness and courtesy are needed now ; 
if I have ever done you service, remember it 
now. Don -Galaor, quoth he, if I were to look 
to all the services you have done me, the guerdon 
could never be found though I were worth a thou»- 
Amd times more than I possess : what I may do 
now shall not be reckoned in my debt to you. 
Then, said he, Don Galvanes, this land which 
you took from me by force, and which I- by 
force have recovered, I now willingly, for your 
own worth, and for the goodness of Madasima, 
and at the request of D<mi Galaor, give it to you 
4ind Madasima; that reserving my Lofd^ip 
ye and they who proceed from ye ma^ possess k 
.as your own. Sir, replied Don Galvanes, sine* 
my fortune hath not suffered me to keep it as my 
heart desires, though I have done my dufy, I ac- 
cept It as your vassal. All the Knights the* 
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kissed the hand of" Lisoarte for what he had then 
done, and Don Galvanes and Madasima as his 
vassals. The war thos finished^ King Lisoarte re*^ 
mained fifteen days to heal the wounded and re- 
fresh the army, and then set sail for his own 
kingdom, taking with him Don Galvanes and the 
other Knights, who were willing to bear him com- 
pany. There heard he how those Knights were 
coming against him, which, albeit it greatly trou- 
bled him, yet such semblance did fie make, as if he 
nothing r^arded them, but he made ready for de- 
fence, not ceasing meantime to enjoy himself, and 
make meny with the Queen and his daof^ter. 
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CHAPTER 5. 



After King Cildadan and Don Galaor had dc- 
pairted frcmi Graul^ Amadis and Don Bruneo re- 
mained there^ but much as they loved each other 
their Kves were now fer different 5 for Bruneo 
being with bitf Lady Melicia aU other things were 
put out of his remembrance, and to Amadis bdng 
absent from Oriana, and with no hope of seeing 
her, all things were cause of sadness and solitariness. 
One day as he rode forth wjth only Gandalin, be 
went upon the cliffs to see if he could espy any 
vesseb firom Great Britain, that he might hear 
tidings of the land wherein his Lady dwelt. Pre- 
•endy there was seen a bark coming from the 
wished-for quarter, and as it reached the port he 
8ud to Grandalin, go learn what news they bring, 
and learn it well that you may relate all to mcj 
this he did that he might be free to think upon 
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ills Lady, in which Gandalin always interrupted 
lura. So being left alone he alighted andfutened 
his horse to a tree, then sate himself apon a rock 
that he might look upon Great Britain, and he 
gazed upon that land remembering how happy he 
had been there, and the tears fell. 

When Gandalin came to the bark he saw Durtn> 
the brother of the DamSel of Denmark, among 
those who came from on board \ they embraced 
as noen who well loved each other, and went toge- 
ther towards the Knight. As they drew near him 
they beheld a form like the Devil, and of giantly 
size, with the back towards them, shaking a lance 
at Amadis. Gandalin cried out, and that cry saved 
Amadis, for he turned and the lance past dose by 
his head* Amadis ' saw that the Devil was aioL-* 
jng another and he avoided it > he drew his sword 
but the giant-like Devil run too fast to be over- 
taken, and took the horse of the Knight and mount- 
ed, crying. Ah Amadis, my enemy, I am Andan- 
dona the giantness of the dolorous isle \ and if I 
lyive not fulfilled my desire now, there will come 
a time wherein I shall be avenged. He was about 
to follow her on Gandalin's horse, but seeing she 
was a woman, he said to Gandalin, mount ! and 
if yoacan cut oflf the head of that Devfl it will be 
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a good thing. Gandalln went to horse directly 
and after her full speed ; but when Amadis saw 
Durin he embraced him with great pleasure, ween* 
ing that be brought him news of his Lady. Durin 
then gave him a letter of Oriana > it was his cre« 
dentials. Your Lady Sir, said he, is well and sa« 
lutes you much, and bids you not be distressed 
but take comfort as she doth till God shall give ye 
other times ; and she sends you word that she 
hath brought forth a soa whom I and my sister 
took to Adalasta, the Abbess of Mirafiores, that 
he might be brought up as my sister^s son ;• but 
he told him nothing how the cliild was lost : and 
«he beseeches you, said he, by the great k>ve 
which she bears toward you, not to depart from 
this country till you receive her bidding. Glad 
was Amadis to hear of his Lady and his cliild, but 
that command nothing pleased him; because it 
might bring his honour in attaint, howbeit let 
come what would he would not disobey. 

Presently Gandalin returned with the horse of his 
Master and Andandona's head hanging to the 
poitral by her long grey hair. How slew yoii 
her ? quoth Amadis. She gallopped towards the 
shore, replied the Squire, where she had a bark 
ready, but in her haste to dismount she made the 
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fcorse rear and fcU back, and bdbre she could re- 
cover herself I came up and cut off her head. 
Amadb then mounted and rode to the town, and 
fient the head to Don Bruneo that he might see it. 
When Durin was about to depart, he said, Go to 
nxy Lady, my friend, and tell her that I kiss her 
hand for the letter and for all that you have told 
me 5 bat beseecn to have regard to my honour, 
and not make me remain here in sloth, for so 
would the fair renown which I have attained be 
.soon injured, the cause not being known, and men 
being more inclined to slander the good than keep 
their evil tongues silent. So Durin went his 
way. 

Don Bruneo of Bonamar was now healed of his 
bodily wound, but his love was more kindled by 
the frequent sight of his Lady Melicia j and con- 
sidering, that only by performing great feats of 
arms he could hope to attain so, high a Lady, he 
said one day to Amadis, as they were hunting, 
for* in that did Amadis now pass his time^ my 
time of life. Sir, and the little which I have yet 
atchieved, command me to change this easy way 
of Hfe for one whereby I may win more praise cf 
prowess. If you are disposed ^o seek adventurei 
I will keep you company : if not, give me leave 
d4 
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to set forth to fnorrow. Greatly waa Amadis 
grieved hereat, for full gladly would he have gone, 
forth with him, but for his Lady's command. 
Don Bruneo, replied he,' I would willingly go in 
your company, whereby much honoui' might 
accrue to me, but the King ray father has forbidden 
it, saying, that my presence is needful here, be- 
cause of certain affairs 5 I can therefore only say 
God be witli you. That night Don Bruneo spake 
with Melicia, and learnt from her, that if it were 
her parents* will she would cheerfully wed hini. 
He then took leave of her, and on the following 
morning departed after mass, going where fortune 
guided him, and many and great feats did he in 
arms which would here be long to relate. 

Thirteen months and a half, while Lisuarte be- 
sieged the Castle of the Boiling Lake, Amadis 
abode thus in Gaul, going to the chase Mid to the 
mountain^ for to this was he chiefly inclined : 
mearitirpe his fair renown was obscured, and much 
debased by all, who blessed the Knights Errant, 
but cursed him for forsaking arms in the best of his 
life, when God had so gifted him above all others. 
Dames and Damsels, who went to him to seek 
revenge for their wrongs, now finding him not as 
before, all proclaimed the shame, and though he 
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lieard these thuiga^ and esteemed himself for this 
cause very unhappy, yet neither for this nor for 
worse things would he have disobeyed his Lady. 
Thus he remained losmg his honour, till Lisuarte 
knowing how King Aravigo, and the six Kings» 
and Arcalaus the Enchanter, were preparing in tho 
Island of Leonida to pass over into Great Britain, 
made ready for his defence. But though his great 
lieart and prudence made semblance to think litde 
of this danger, not so did the Queen, but in great 
trouble spake ta all of the loss which the King 
had brought upon himself, in losing Amadis and 
his lineage 5 if they were here, she said, she should 
think lightly of the peril. Those Knights, how* 
ever, who had been defeated in the Isle of Mon- 
gaza, though they bore no good, will to the King, 
yet seeing Don Galaor with him, and Don Gal^ 
vanes, who was now his vassal, and that Don Brian 
of McHijaste, whom the King of Spain, his fether, 
had sent with two thousand Knights to aid Lisuarte, 
was to be the leader, resolved, to go also to his 
succour in that batde which would be a full perilr 
ous one. So Don Quadragante, and Listoran of 
the White Tower, and Ymosil of Burgandy, and 
Madansil of the Silver Bridge, and their comrades,, 
made ready, expecting when the Kings would, 
come over from the Island, 
d5 
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One day Mabilia spake wUli Oriana^ and told bei 
it was ill judged not to consider what Amadia 
might do at this time, perchance he might go 
against her father^ and that would be evil to both, 
for if either were conquered he would be slain. 
Oriana acknowledging the truth of this resolved 
to write to Amadis, not to go against her father, 
but to take the other side if he pleased, or else re- 
main in Gaul. This letter Mabilia enclosed, and sent ' 
by a Damsel who had presents from Queen Eli- 
sena. When Amadis received this so glad was 
he, that certes he could not be gladder, yet was he 
somewhat troubled, not knowing what to do, for 
to help King Lisuarte he had no will, and against 
him he might not be. So with a countenance 
more chearful than he was wont to show, he 
went to his father, and they sat together under the 
shade of some dms near the beach, and talked 
together of sundry things, but chiefly of the fresh 
news from Britain. There as they sate they saw 
a Knight come up upon a weary horse, the arms 
which the Squire carried were so hacked that the 
device could not be seen, and his harness was so 
broken that it was of no defence 5 the Knight 
himself was large and well limbed. They rose to 
receive him honourably as an Errant Knight, but 
coming near Amadis knew his brother Don Flo* 
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restan^ and said/Sir« yon see here the best Knight 
next to Don Galaor, whom I know, know that 
this is your son DonFlorestan. Right glad was 
the King, who had never seen him though he knew 
his hmc, he hastened faster to meet him, and 
Florestan alighted and knelt down, and would 
have kissed his hand, but the King raised him 
and gave him his hand and kissed hit mouth. 
Then took they him to the palace, and made him 
disarm and wash, and Araadis gave him rich gar- 
ments which had never been worn j and then it 
appeared how ^r he was, and of how goodly a 
person, that few were like him; and they led him 
to the Qu^n and to Melicia, who received him 
with such love as one of her own brothers, for 
not less did she esteem him for his great worth in 
arms. So in their talk they asked him of the 
news from Great Britain. Sirs, quoth he, the 
power of those Kings is so great that I ween 
Kii^ Lisuarte can neither help himself nor his 
kingdom, whereat seeing how things have been W9 
need not grieve. Son Don Florestan, replied the 
King, I hold King Lisuarte by all they tell me of 
, him to be such a one, that he will come off with 
honour from this danger as he has heretofore 
done 5 but if it should be otherwise -we ought not 
to rejoice thereat 5 no King should rejoice at th(t 
b6 
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destruction of another King, unless he have hkat^ 
self destroyed him for lawfid causes, compelling 
him thereunto. When^ Amadis and Floiestaa 
had retired to their chambers and were alone, Flo^ 
restan said, I came hither Sir to seek you and teU 
you of a thing which I have heard every where, 
and which grieves me to the heart ; let it not dis^^ 
please you to be told of it.* Brother, replied 
Amadis, whatever you shall say it pleases me to 
hear ; if it be a thing to be amended, with your 
counsel I will amend it. Sir, said Florestan, all 
people speak to your disparagement 5 they say 
that you have unhappily forsaken- arms, and thal^ 
for which, above all others,* you. were bom. Ama- 
dis smiled and answered, they think of me as they 
ought not, henceforth I shall do otherwise^ aQ4 
they shall say otherwise. 

That night Amadis could not sleep ^r thinking 
on two things : what feats of arms he should per^ 
form that year, to clean away his reproach, and 
what he should do in this great battle. To be 
against Lisuarte his Lady forbade him, and reason 
forbade him to be for liim, because of the wrong 
which he and his lineage had endured ; but at 
length he resolved to go and assist him for two 
jpeasoos, because his ibrce was much less in num? 
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ber than the enemy, and because, if he were eon^ 
^ueied, the land of his Ladj Oriana would be 
lost. On the noorrow An»adis went with his bro- 
ther to King Pterion, and desiring aU others to 
withdraw, said to him. Sir, I have not slept this 
Bight thinking of the battle whidi is to be be- 
tween Lisuarte and the Kings of the Isles $ for so 
famous will it be, that all Knights who follow 
arms ought to be there ; and because, I having 
remained so long without exorcising my person^ 
have gained so ill> a fame as you my brother know, 
I have resolved to be present, and on. lisuarte's 
sidcj ncrt for any love to him, but for two^reasons, 
because he is the weaker, whom all good > Knights 
ther^ore ought to succour, and because my inten- 
tion is tadie, or to da my utmost ; and if I should 
be against him, there would be with him Galaoc 
and Quadragante, and Don Brian of Moojaste, all 
with a like determination, and as they could not 
avoid encountering me their' deaths or mine would 
needs «isue, but my going shall be secret. King 
Perion answered. Son, I am the firiend of the 
good, and knowing this King to be one of the 
good, it was always my will to aid him when I 
could, and if I have refrained from it it has been 
because of your diflference. Since this is your in- 
tention I will go also, and sorry am 1 that it is so 
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soon that I cannot cany the aid I should wish* 
Sirs, said Florestan, when I remember the cruelty 
of that King, how he would have let us die upon 
the field if it had not been for Don Galaor, and of 
his enmity against us without cause, there is no- 
thing in the world should make me consent to 
help him ; but now, because you will go, and be- 
cause I cannot serve against him during the truce 
which Don Galvanes. has made, I will go with 
you, and serve him against my will. Full glad 
was Amadis at thi?. Your person and ourselves 
Sir, said he, may well be accounted for many, 
and if you took forces our going could not be se.- 
^ cret 5 now then let us provide arms whereby we 
may know each oth«: and yet not be known by 
others. Come into my armoury, replied Perion,- 
and let us chuse the most forgotten and remarka- 
ble that we can find. 

They went out into a court where there wei^ 
trees, and there came up a Damsel richly clad on 
a goodly palfrey, and three Squires with her, and 
a horse with a bundle. She came up to the King, 
who received her well, and asked her if she came 
to the Queen. No, said she, I come to you, and 
these two Knights from the Dame of the Undis- 
covered Island, from whom I bring you gifts^ 
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send away all your people, and you shall see them. 
The King bade them withdraw. Then she made 
her Squires open the bundle^ and she took out 
three shields^ bearing gold serpents in a field 
azure^ so strangely fashioned that they seemed 
alive^ and the rims were of fine gold and precious 
stones. She then took out three coat-armours of 
the same device, and three helmets, but they were 
all different ; the one white, which she gave with 
one suit to King Perion, and one of purple for 
Florestan, and one which was gilt to Amadis. 
And she said. Sir Amadis, my Mistress sends 
you these, and desires you will do better in them 
than you have done, since you entered this land. 
Amadis feared^ she would reveal the cause, and 
said. Damsel, tell your Lady that I value this 
counsel more than the arms, good as they ar^ 
and with aD my strength will endeavour to obey 
her. Sirs, said she, my Mistress sends you these 
that you may know and succour each other in the 
* battle. How knew she, quoth King Perion, that 
we should be there when we knew it not our- 
«elves ? I cannot tell, replied the Damsel, only 
she told me I should find you all here in this 
place, and give you the arms. The King then 
bade them give the Damsel food and entreat her 
hcmourably, and after she had eaten she departed 
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^r Great^ Britain, whither also. sh6 was sent 
When Amadis saw the arms ready he was impa- 
tient to be gone, lest they should not arrive in 
time for the battle ;. so the King, ordered a ship to 
be ready in secret, and on pHretence that they 
went to hunt the mountain^ tiiey departed and 
crossed over to that part 6f Great Britain where 
they knew that the seven. Kings were arrived. 

Uhey entered a thick wood where these men had 
pitched tents, and. from thence sent a Squire to 
bring tidings> of the sevea Kings, and when the 
battle should be -, and. they sent another messenger 
to King Lisuarte*s camp with. a letter to Don. Gar 
laor, as if from Graul, beseeching him to send them 
ttdings of the battle as sooa as it- was ended : this 
did they, for the greater secrecy. The Squire re? 
turned on the next evening, and said, that/the 
zcmy of the seven. Kings was witllout numberi, 
and that there were strange people among them, 
and divers languages, and that they were besiegr 
ing a Castle of certain. Damsels, who were sorely 
distressed, albeit that the ' place was strong. He 
had also seen Arcalaus the Enchanter with two 
of the Kings, and heard him say, that the batde 
ought to be within six days, for. it would be hard 
to find food for so many. So these three rer 
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mained pleasantly m the wood, killing birds with 
their arrows, who came to a fountain near them, 
and also beasts of vcnciy. On the fourth day 
the other messenger returned, and toW them how 
he had left Don Galaor well and in good courage, 
so that the rest took confidence in him. When I 
told him your bidding Sir, said he, and how you 
all three abode in Gaul, the tears came into his ^yts, 
and he sighed and said, O Lord, if it pleased thee 
that these were in this battle on the King's side as 
they used to be, 1 should have no fear ! And he 
bade me say, that if he escaped with life he would 
inform you without dday of all that had passed, 
God preserve him ! said they ; now teU us of 
King Lisuarte*s forces. — He has a good company 
Sh-s, and of good and well known Knights j but 
they, say that it is little against his enemies, and he 
will within two days come up to succour the 
DamJ^tls who are besieged. And so it was, for 
King tisuarle came and encamped upon a moun- 
tain, half a league from the plain where were the 
enemies, so that the armies were in sight of each 
other ; but the army of the seven Kings were 
twice as many. That night they prepared their 
sraos and their horses for the batde on the morrow. 
Now you are to know that the six Kings and die* 
odier Chiefs did jiomage to King Aravigo that 
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night, that they would hold him for their chief 
in this battle, and obey his commands, and he 
swore to take no greater share of the kingdom 
than each of them, only he required the ho- 
nour. Presendy he made the people cross a river 
that ran between them and King Lisuarte^ and thus 
placed themselves near his army. 

Early on the morrow they armed and appeared be- 
fore King Aravigo, so great a multitude, and so 
well armed, that they esteemed the others as no- 
thing, and said, that since the King ventured ta 
give them battle. Great Britain was their own. 
King Aravigo divided his army into nine bat- 
talions, each of a thousand Knights, but in his own 
he had fifteen hundred; and he gave them to 
the Kings and the other Chiefs, and placed thera, 
in close array. King Lisuarte appointed Dua 
Grumedan, and Don Galaor, and Don Qi ^dra- 
gante, and Angriote of Estravaus, to appoint the 
order of his battie, for they were well skilled 'in 
all matters of arms. Presently he went down the, 
side of the mountain into the plain, and as it was^ 
now at that hour when the sun was rising, it 
shone upon their arms, and they appeared so well- 
disposed, that their enemies, who had befwe held 
them as nothing, now thought of them otherwi^. 
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These Knights, whom 1 bav« oamed^ made £ve 
battalions of their people. Don Brian of Mon- 
jaste had the first with one thousand Knights of 
Spain, whom the King his father had sent to Li- 
suarte. Kii^ Cildadan had the second with his 
own people and other troops which were a^^inted 
for him. Don Galvanes had the third ; and Ga- 
▼arte> his nephew, who had come there more for 
Jove of him and his friends than for the sake of the 
King*s service. In the fourth went Giontes, the 
King's nephew, mdth enough good Knights. King 
Lisuarte led the fifth, in which were two thou- 
sand Knights, and he besought Don Galaor and 
Quadragante, and Angriote of Estravaus, and Ga* 
varteof the Perilous Valley, and Grimon the 
Brave, to look to him and de^d him, for the 
which cause he had appointed them no command* 
In this array which you have heard they moved 
slowly over the field one against the other. 

At this season King Perion, and his sons Amadts 
and Florestan, entered the plain upon their goodly 
steeds, and with thdr arms of the serpents which 
shone brightly in the sun ; and they rode on ta 
place themselves between the two armies, bran- 
dishing their spears, whose pcnnts were so polished 
andcleanthat they glittered like stars i the&thoi( 
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went between his sons^ Much were they admired 
l^ both parts, and each would willingly have had 
them on his side, but no one knew whom thejr 
came to aid, nor who they were. Th^ seeing 
tliat the host of Brian of Monjaste was about ta 
join battle, put spur to their horses and rode up 
near to his banner, then set themselves against 
King Targadan who came against him. Glad was 
Don Brian of their help though he knew them 
not : but they, when they saw that it was time, 
rode to attack the host of King Targadan so fiercely 
that all were astonished. In that encounter 
King Perion struck that other Kii^ so hajcdily 
that a part of the i^>ear iron entered his breast and 
he fell. Amadis smote Abdasian the fierce, so 
that armour nothing profited him, but the lance 
passed thro* from side to side, and he fell like a 
dead man. Don Florestan drove Carduel, saddle 
and man, under the horses' feet : these three be* 
ing the bravest of tliat battalion had come forward 
to combat the Knights, of the Serpents. Then 
laid they hand to sword and passed through the 
first squadron felling all before them, and charged 
the second : and when they- were thus between 
both there was to. be seen what marvellous feats of 
prowess they wrought with their swords. Such 
that none did like them on either sid£, and th^ 
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tad now nnder their horses more than ten Knights, 
whom th^ had. smitten down. Bat when their 
eneoues saw that there were no more than three 
the)r charged them on all sides, laying on such 
keavy blows that the aid of Don Brian was foil 
needful, who came up with his Spaniards, a 
brare people and well horsed, and rode among the 
msmj, slaying and felling them, though his own 
men fell alsa, so that the Knights of the Serpents 
weit succoured, and the enemy so han<fled, that 
ihey perforce gave back upon the third batta* 
lion. Then was there a great press and great 
danger for all, and maiy Knights died tm ekher 
Mde : but what King Pericm and his sons did there 
cannot be expressed. Such was the uproar and 
oonfiision, that King Aravigo feared, lest his own 
men who had given ground should make the others 
fy, and he caUed aloud to Arcalaus to advance 
with all the battalions, . and attack in oae body. 
This presently he did, and King Aravigo with 
him, but without delay King Lisuarte did the 
tame, so that the whdie battle was now joined; 
and such was the clang of strokes, and the cries 
and the noise of horsemen, that the earth Irembled 
and the vallles rung again. 

At this hour King Ferion^ going bxavety among 
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tke foiemost^ had advanced so hr into the ene-* 
mies ranks that he was well nigh lost, but pre- 
sentlj was he snocoured by his sons, and manjr 
of those who struck at him were by them slain ; 
the Damsels who were lookmg on from the Castle 
cried out. On Knights, on ! he of the white hel- 
met does the best. But in this succour the horse 
of Amadis was slain, and fell with him in the 
thickest press, and the horses of his father and Flo- 
leston were badly bounded -, they seeing him 
a-foot and in such danger, alighted and placed^ 
themselves by him, there came up many to alay 
them, and others to their help, but in great peril 
were they, and had it not been that they dealt 
about their blows so cruelly they had surely been 
alain. Now ^ King Lisuarte went from one 
part to another with his seven companions, he saw 
those of the Serpents in what peril they stood, and 
he cried out to Galaor and the others. Now good • 
fnends, let your worth be seen, and let us miccour 
those who have «ded us so well. At them ! quoth 
Galaor J they spurred their horses into the 
hottest of the throng dli they came up to the ban* 
ner of Kmg Aravigo, who was cryii^ out and eiw 
couraging his men. King Lianarte went cm so 
£ercely, with that good sword in his hand, and 
fl^jo many sudd fuch mortal strokes thentwlth 
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that all were astooished to behold him, and hii 
comrades scarce could follow him. Nor for all 
the eaemy could do could ihcy prevent him fimn 
reaching the banner, which he plucked from tho 
standard-bearer, and threw under the hones* fee^ 
and shouted aloud, Clarence ! €3aience ! for I am 
King Lisuarte : lor this was his cij. So much 
he did, and contiaued so long among his enemies^ 
that at length his horse was slain and he fell, be* 
ing grievously bruised in the &11 ; and they, his 
friends, who were at hand could not remount 
him, but presently Angriote came up, and Arca« 
inon the brave, and Ladadin of Fajarque, who 
alighted, and 'with the help of his comrades placed 
him, maugre all the enemies efibrts, upon Angri* 
ote's horse. Yet dioug^ he was badly wounded and 
to braised he would not withdraw from thence dU 
Arcamon and LalAAn bad brought to Angriote 
another horse, one of those which he had appointed 
to be held in readiness for those who might want 
Ihem* 

While this was going on, Don Galaor and Qnadnn 
gante bore the brunt of the battle, and there they 
Weil displayed their great courage in enduring and 
dealing mortal blows, for tnow that if they had 
BOtimtiMl and iLept back their exponents, Xing 
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Xikuurte and his comrades had been in great danger 
when he was on foot. The Damsels from the 
Tower cried oat^ that the Knights who bore the 
flowers did the best 5 but, notwithstanding all 
they could do they could not forfend but that King 
Aravigo's people were getting the better, and 
bravdy recovering the field. The principal rea- 
son hereof was, that two fresh Knights had en- 
teied the battle so valiant, and of such might in 
arms, that they expected by them to win the vic- 
tory, weening thsLt there was no Knight on the 
part of Lisuarte who could maintain the Geld 
against them. The 00& was called Brontaxar Dom- 
£ania, the other Azgomades of the Deep Island ; he 
bore white doves upon a green field, the other bore 
them oroipon gules< . So huge of stature were they 
that their head and shoulder appeared above 
others in the battle ; while tfaMflances endured no 
Knight who encountered them could keep his 
seat, when they were broken they laid hand upon 
their huge and uncommon swords. What shall I 
say } Such blows they smote therewith that scarcely 
DOW could they meet with one to strike they had 
stricken such fear into all, and then they went on 
^olearing the field, and the Damsels on tiie Tower 
cried^ Knights, fly laot \ for these are men and not 
DiBvils ! but their Own party cried out aloud, 
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King lisoarte is conquered. When the King heard 
this he began to encdyrage his people, saying, I wii 
die here or conquer, that the sovereignty of Great 
Britain may not 'be lost 5 the best Knights then ga- 
thered about him, for there was great need. 

Now An^adis had taken a fresh horse and was 
waiting for his father to mount When he heard 
that cry. King Lisuarte is conquered ! he said to Flo- 
restan, who was on horseback, what is this, or why* 
do these misbegotten people shout ? He answered, 
do you not see those two the strongest and bravest 
Knights that ever were seen, who slay and destroy 
all whom they find before them 5 and though 
they have not appeared in the battle before, now by 
their prowess make their party recover the field* 
Amadis turned his head and beheld Brontaxar Dan* 
fania coming towards him, smiting and overthrow- 
ing Knights with his huge sword, which some- 
times he would let hang frona his wrist by the chain, 
and seize the Kni^ts with hand and arm, so that 
none remained in the saddle before him, and all 
ied as they could. Saint Mary help me, quolh 
Amadis, what is here! then took he a strong 
lance from the Squire who had given hhn the horse, 
and remembering Oriana in that hour, and the loss 
which shcwould endure if her father perished, he 
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placed himself right in the saddle, saying to Flores* 
tan, guard you our father, fiy this firontaxar 
drew near, and seeing Amadis make ready against 
him, and how he wore the gilded helmet, and re- 
membering what great things had been said of him 
before he himself entered the battle,- he came on 
with a raging fury to encounter him, and took a 
strong lance -and cried aloud, now shall ye see a 
good stroke, if he of the golden helmet will dare 
abide me ! and he struck spurs into his horse, the 
4ance being under his arm at rest, and went against 
him. The like did Amadis > they encountered 
lance against shield, the shields failed, the lances 
brake, and their horses dashed against each other 
so furiously tliat each felt the shock as if be had 
struck against a rock. Brontaxar^s head became so 
giddy therewith that he could not keep his seat, he 
ieH upon the ground like one dead, and falling upon 
one foot, by the reason of his great weight, he 
broke the leg just above it, and a piece of the lance 
remained sticking in his shield. The horse of Ama- 
dis staggered back two arms-length and was ready 
to fall, but Amadis was so stunned that he could 
neither give him spur nor take his sword to def<»d 
himself from those who struck at him . King Perion, 
who had seen tliat huge Brontaxar, and the encoun- 
ter which Amadis had given him was much atnaz- 
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ed thereat, and he cried. Lord Ood preserve that 
Knight ! now son Fkurestan to his sttccoor. Thrj 
poshed on so bravdy that it was a wonder to be* 
hold them, hewing and sUcing till thejr came up to 
Amadis, and King Perion said to him, how now 
Knight ? courage ! courage ! for I am here. 
Amadis, thongh he had not wholly recovered "his 
i^ecoUection, knew the voice of his father, and he 
took his sword, seeing how many were upon King 
Perion and Floresitan, and began to strike at one 
and at another, though with little force, and here 
must they have endured great danger because their 
enemies were in great strength, and King Lisu« 
arte's men had lost much ground, and many were 
opon them to slay them, and few in their defence, 
bat at this seasaa Agrayes and Don Galyanes^ and 
Srian of Monjaste succoured them, who came up 
with design to encounter Brontazar Danfania, who 
had made the havoc you l^ve heard. They seeuig 
the Knights of the Serpents in such "peril came up 
like men whose hearts never failed in danger ; at 
their coming many of the enemy were smitten dowa 
and ^n, and they of the Serpcaits had room to 
strike with more effect. Now had Amadis reco^ 
veied, and lookmg to the right he saw King lisu* 
arte with a comp«iy of Knights awaiting King 
Aravigo, who caoie. against htm with a gre^ 
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power of men, and Argomades before them ^ith 
two nephews of King Aravigo, both valiant 
Knights. King Aravigo himself was crying out 
to encoorage his men, for be had heard it said from 
the Tower how he of the golden helmet had slain 
the great Devil. Then said Amadis^ Knights, let 
us go help the King who is in need ; they moved 
on with one accord, and entered through the press 
till they came up to King Lisuarte. He, wh^n he 
saw near him the three Knights of the Serpents 
was much encouraged, for he had seen how he of 
' the Grolden Helmet had slain with one blow that s6 
valiant Brontaxar Danfania^ and forthwith he ad- 
vanced against Aravigo. Argomades came on 
sword in hand, wielding it to strike at King Lisu- 
arte, but he of the golden helmet, stept between 
and their battle was bat of one blow. He of the 
golden helmet raised his shield and met the other's 
sword 3 the sword went through the rim a full 
palm deep and entered three finger's depth into the 
helmet, so that a little more and he had been slain. 
But Amadis smote him upon the left shoulder 
such a blow that it cut through the. hauberk, tho* 
of such thick mail, and through the flesh and bone 
down to the ribs, so that. the arm and half the 
shoulder hung dangling from the body. This was 
4bc mightiest swocd-blow that was given in all that 
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tuttle. Argomades fled like a man beside himfldt^ 
who knew not what he did, and his hone carried 
htm whither he would> and.th^ on the Tower 
cried out, he of the gdden heknet has put the 
doves to flight! One of Aravigo's nephews, who 
was named Ancidel, then made at Amadis and 
struck at his horse's head, which he cut dean 
across, and the beast fell dead. Don Florestan 
seeing this attacked him as he was boasting, and 
smote him on the helmet that he bowed down upon 
his horse's neck, then caught him by the helmet 
and plucked it from his head with such force that 
he laid him at the feet of Amadis, but Florestan 
himself was hurt in the side by the point of Anci- 
deFs sword. At this time the two Kings and 
their people encountered, and tliere. was a fierce 
end terrible battle: every one had then enough to 
do to defend himself, and to succour those who 
were smitten down. 

Durin, who had come hither to cany the first tid- 
ings of the battle to his mistress Oriana,.was upon 
one of those horses which King Lisuarte had or- 
dered to be led about the field for Knights when 
they might stand in need of them. When he saw 
him of the golden helmet afoot he said to the.other 
pages who were on horseback, I will go help th*t 
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good Knight to this horse, for I cannot do better 
service to the King -, and making way where the 
press was least, though to his own great danger^ 
he came up to him- and said, I know not who you , 
are, but for whflt I have aeeii you do I bring yoo 
this horse. He lightly mounted and said to him in 
a low voice. Ah, friend DuriOj this is not the first 
lervice that thou bast done me ! Durin, took him 
by the arm— -I will not let you go till you tell roe 
whoyouans! He stooped down as low as be could 
and answered lowly, Amadis ! let no one know it 
except you know who ! then rode be forward 
into the hottest of the firay, dcung such feats as if 
bis Mistress were then present to behold, because 
one was there who would know well bow to re- 
count them. King Lisuarte had now encountered 
AraYtgo, knowing that he was the head and leader 
of his enemies, and bad given him three such 
blows with his own sword that he withdrew 
behind his men, cursing Arcalaus the Enchanter, 
who bad brought him there with hope to win the 
kingdom. Don Galaor engaged Sarmadan a va- 
cant Kntgbt, and because his arm was weary now, 
and bis sword blunted by the blows that he bad 
dealt, be seized him in his strong gr^p, plucked 
bim from the saddle, and threw him on his neck to 
the groupd^ so that be died. But as for Amadis I 
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teil you^ that remembering in tkat boor the time 
which he had lost in Gaul, and bow bis renown bad 
been dimioisbed and revikd, and that only by great 
prowess it could be recovered^ be did aocb deeds 
that xkODc dorst stand before him ; and willi him 
went bis Either and Don Floreatao, rod Agrayes 
and Don Galvanes, and Brian of Monjaste, and 
Nerandd and Guilao the Pensive, and King Lisa- 
arte, who shewed himself right v^iaot in that hour. 
So that they smote down so many of the enemies, 
and pressed them so cloaely, and stnick such fear 
mto them, that they oocdd no longer endure it i b«t 
seeing King Ara?^ bad fted away wounded, they 
ako took to f^bt, some toward their ships, some 
to bide themselves among the mountains. But 
King Lisuarte and his companions in arms, and 
they of the Serpents before all, still ^pressed upon 
them $ the most who escaped got into a ship with 
King Aravigo, bat many perished in the water or 
were taken. By this the ni^t closed in. King 
Lisuarte turned back to the tents of his enemies, 
and lodged there that' night, being nght loyful for 
the victory which God had given him. 

But the Knights of the Serpents when they saw 
that the field was won, and that there was no longer 
any opposition, ttumed aside from the way whicli 
E 4 
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(he King took, and rode till they came to a fGfi:ii> 
tain under some trees^ and tliere they alighted and 
drank, and let their horses drink, who had much 
need after the toil of that day. As they were about 
to.monnt they saw a Squire come up on horseback ; 
they put on their helmets that he might not know 
them, and then gently called him ; he at first hesi- 

' tated thinking they were of the enemies, but see- 
ing the serpent-arms approached. Good Squire^ 
said Amadis, deliver if it {dease you our message to 
the King, say to him that the Knights of the Ser- 
pents beseech him not to blame them, that they 
have not spoken with him, because we are, cbn- 

' strained to go far from hence to a strange land, and 
put ourselves at the mercy of one who we believe 
Will have none for us 5 for our part of the spoils let" 
them be given to the Damsels of the Tower,' for 
the losses which they have endured, and take back 
to him this horse, which I took firom one of his 
pagfes in the battle, for we desire no other guerdon. 
The Squire took the horse and departed, and they 
went their way to- their tents in the forest, and 
there washed the blood and dust from their hands 
and faces, and did the best they could for their 
wounds, and ate tneir supper which was well pro« 
vided for them^ and soundly did they sleep that 
night. 
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Wiieo Kbg IJsuarte was in the tent of iris cos- 

qaered enemies he asked for the three Knights of 

the Serpents, but ail he CDuld learn of theni was 

that they had been seen riding full speed toward 

the forest. Perchanoe, said he to Galaor, he of 

the golden helmet might be jour brother Amadii, 

for what he did can be ascribed to no other but 

^un. Trust me Sir> replied Galaor, it was not he; 

for not four days ago I received tidings that he was 

in Gaul with my father and our brother Florestan. 

Holy Mary ! quoth Lisuarte, who then can he be ? 

Galaor answered, I know not;^ but whoever he be 

God . prosper him, for with great toil and peril 

hath he won the honour and praise of prowess 

above all. As they thus communed the Squire 

came up and delivered his message : much was the 

King troubled to hear that those Knights went to 

encounter such dahger i but if Amadis spake this 

in jest, full truly did it turn out, as shall be related. 

The horse which the Squire brought back dropt 

down dead at the King's feet with his wounds. 

That night Galaor and Agrayes and their friends 

lodged in the rich tent of Arcalaus, in the which 

they found embroidered in silk the battle that he 

fought against Amadis, and how he enchanted 

him, and many other things that he had done* 

Ihe next day the King divided the spoils, giving a 

B 5 
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gi^t portion to the Damsds of the Tower ; then 
gave he licence to all his followers to depart whe- 
ther they woald, and fie himself went to a town 
called Gandapa, where were the Queen and Oriana. 
The joy which they had at meeting need not be 
told, for . eveiy one> considering what had past^ 
may guess what it woi^d be. 
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CnjPTER 6. 



Some dajrs King Perkxi abode in the forest to rest, 
thenaeeing that the wind was £axt they pat to tea, 
thinking soon to be m Gaul } bat the wuid soon 
changed and- made the sea rage so that after five 
days the storm ob^ed them to return back to Great 
Britain, toa distant part of the coast; there, while 
the weather continued, and while their men took 
in firesh water, they rode into the country to learr 
where they were, taking three Squires with them, 
but leaving Gandalin to wait for them in the galley 
because he was well known. They rode up a glen 
and reached a plain, and proceeded not £ai before 
they came to a fountam, whereat a Damsel was let* 
ting her palfirey drink. Richly clad was she, and 
over her garments she wore a scarlet cloak with 
gM buttons, and the button-holes worked with 
gold. Two Squires and two Damsels were in her 
£ 6 
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company with falcons and dogs for sport. She 
seeing their arms knew that they were the Knights 
of the Serpents, and went towards them with a 
shew of much joy, and saluted tbem courteously, 
making signs that she was dumb, whereat they 
were grieved seeing how fair she was, and of what 
courteous demeanour/ She went up to hini of the 
golden helmet and embraced him, and would have 
kissed his hand, and then by sighs she invited them 
to be her guests that night, but tlity not under- 
standing her signs she tokened to her Squire to 
explain them. They seeing her good will, and. that 
it was now late, rode with her in full confidence, 
and camo to a goodly castle, so that they held the 
Damsel as very rich seeing she was Mistress there- 
of. When they entered they found enough ser- 
vants to welcome them, and sundry Dames and 
Damsels, who all regarded the dumb Damsel as 
their Lady. Their horses were taken from themr, 
and they were led up to a rich chamber about 
twenty cubits from the ground, and then they were 
disarmed and rich garments brought them, and 
after they had talked to the dumb Damsel and with 
the others, supper was brought and they were well 
served. The Damsels then retired, but presently 
they returned with many candles and with stringed 
instruments to delight them 3 and when it wa» 
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time to sleep they again retired. The dumb Dam* 
sel had ordered three rich and goodljr beds to be pre* 
pared in that chamber^ and their arms were laid by 
the bed side, so they lay down and fell asleep like 
men who were fatigued. 

Now 70a must know that this chanober was made 
with great cunning, for the ifloor did not fasten into 
the walls but was supported upon an iron screw like 
a wine-press^ and fitted into a frame of wood> so 
that it could be lowered or raised from below by 
turning an iron lever. So when they awoke in 
the morning they had been let down twenty cu« 
bits* low^ and perceitring no light, but yet hearing 
the stir of people above them, they marvelled 
greatly and rose from bed and felt for the door and 
.windows, but when they found them and put their 
hands through they felt the wall of the castle, and 
knew that they were betrayed. Being in this great 
trouble a Knight appeared at a window above, who 
was huge of stature and limb, and of a sullen coun- 



* Here the author compares the wicked dumb Damsel to 
-this deceitful world, and exhorts sinners to hope by what 
followed. 
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tetitnce^ and in his beard and hair more wiiite 
hairs than black ^ he wore a mourning dress^ and 
upon his right hand a glove of white cloth diat 
reached to his elbow. You are wcU lodged there, 
cried he, and according to the mischief ye have 
done me shall ' be the mercy ye shall find^ which 
shall be a cruel and bitter deaths and cren with 
that shall I not be revenged for what you did in 
battle with the false King Lisuarte. Know that i, 
am Arcalaus the Enchanter, if you have never aeea 
me before, leam to know me now ; none ever m- 
jured me without my taking vengeance, except 
only one, whom J yet hope to have where I have 
you, and to cut off his hands for the hand which he 
lopt from me. The Damsel was by him, and she 
pointing to Amadis said, good Uncle, that young 
one is he of the golden helmet. But they hearing 
they were in the power of Arcalaus were in great 
fear <^ death, and much were they surprised to 
hear that dumb Damsel speak. This Damsel wi» 
Dinarda, the daughter of Ardan Canileo, who was 
expert in all wickedness, and had come to that land 
to contrive the death of Amadis, and for that cause 
had feigned herself dumb. Knights, saidArca* 
laus, I will cut your heads off and send them to 
King Aravigo as some atonement for the disservice 
ye have wrought him ! then he drew back ftma 
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the wiackyw and dosed it, and the chamber ra* 
tn^ned so dark that they ooald not see one ano-. 
ther. Good sons, then said King Perion, these aie 
the changes of fcntime ! bat we, whose office it is 
to seek adventures, must take the evil as well as the 
good, exerting ourselves to xcmedy it where we 
can, and when our strength avails not trusting in 
him who will do what is best. Tberefoi-e let ua 
fi^ccsa the grief which you feel for me, and I yet 
mofc for you, and commit ourselves patiently to 
God. The sons who endured more lot him than 
for thdr own danger then knelt before him and 
kissed his hand, and he gave them his blessing. 

They remained there all that day without food or 
dnnk. When Arcalaus had supped and part of 
the night was gone, he came again to the window 
with two lighted torches, and with him Dinaida 
and two old men. You Knights there, cried he, 
I suppose you could eat if you had wherewith! 
Willingly, if you will give it us, answered Fk>« 
restan. He replied, if I have any such will God 
prevent it! but that you may not be quite discon* 
solate, insteadof food I will give you some news to 
make amends. Two Squires and a Dwarf have 
come to the Castle gate since it was daik to ask for 
the Kni^its of the Serpaits. I hav^ had them 
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seized and thrown into a prison under you ; in tbie 
mornirig I will make them tell me who ye are or 
ehe ait them limb from limb. Now this which 
he said was true, for they in the galley seeing that 
the wind was fair sent Gandalin and the Dwarf^ 
and Orfeo the King's wardrobe- keeper, to seek 
for the Knights, and Arcalaus had taken them 
thus. Much were Perion and his sons troubled at 
these perilous tidings, but Amadis answered^ say- 
^ing, sure am I that when you know who we axe 
you will not use us so wrongfully as now ; for as 
you are a Knight yourself, you will not hold that 
for wrong which we did fairly in battle to assist our 
friends, as we should have done had we been on 
* your side. If tliere be any worth in you you ought 
to esteem us for this, and do us the more honour, 
being now in your power ; you show 60 courte^ 
in treating us thus. Who disputes with you? 
quoth Arcalaus -, the honour I will do you shall 
be as I would do to Amadis of Gaul, who b the 
man in the world that I love worst/ and on whom 
I mdst desire to take vengeance. Uncle, said Di- 
narda, as you mean to send their heads to King 
Aravigo, do not let them die of hunger, but just 
. support life for them that they may endure more 
.pain. I will niece, replied Arcalaus. Tell noe 
Knights on yovir faith are you .most troubled with 
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iujiger or thirst ? In truth, said ihej, though meat 
is of consequence, we are more desirpus of drink. 
Take them a bacon pasty, said he to another Dam- 
sel, that thejr may not say I would not relieve 
them, and then they all withdrew. 

That Damsel seeing Amadis how comely he yras, 
and knowing the great feats of chivalry which he 
had done in the battle, was moved to pity for him 
and his comrades, and she put a vessel of water and 
another of wine into a basket with the bacon 
pasty, and lowered it by a cord saying, take this 
and be secret, you shall not fare ill if I can help ye, 
Amadis thanked her much, and she went away ; 
. they then supped and went ip bed, bidding their 
Squires who were with them keep their arms in 
readiness where they could find them, for said they 
if we do not die of hunger we will sell our lives 
dearly. 

Now Gandalin and Orfco and the Dwarf were cast 
into a prison underneath the platform whereon their 
masters lay. They found there a Dame and her 
husband, and- a young Knight their son, who had 
been there CMifined a year. Gandalin talking 
with them told them how comitig in search of the 
Knights of the Serpents he had been seized. Ho]y 
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Mary, replied the old Knight ! these of whom yon 
fpeak were well received in this Castle, and while 
they were asleep four men entered this prison, and 
taming that Iron lever which you see lowered 
down the platform above us, so that they have 
suffered a great treason. Qandalin then under- 
standing that his master was in danger of death 
said, let us try to raise it then, else neither they 
nor we shall ever escape, but if they save them- 
selves wc shall be deKvered. Then the Knight 
and his son on one side, and Gand^in and Orfea 
on the other, began to turn the lever and the plat- 
form began to rise. King Perion, who could not 
sleep for grief because of his sons presently felt it, 
and waking them said, the £oor is rising, I know- 
not for what intent. Amadis answered, let it be 
for what it will it is very different to die like 
Knights or like thieves, and they leaped out of bed 
and bade their Squires arm them* They below 
turned the lever with great labour and difficulty 
tin the floor had risen to its place 5 then Perion 
and his sons saw light through the crevices of the 
door whereby they had entered, and they burst it 
open and rushed out upon the wall where the 
guards were, and «lew ^nd threw down all they 
met, crying aloud, Gaul ! (Jaul ! the Castle is ours. 
Arcalaus hearing this was greatly dismayed, think- 
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iQg that it was the treason of some of his people 
who had let in the enemy^ and he fied naked into 
a tower, and drew up the stairs after him which 
were made like a draw-bridge. He feared no* 
thing from his prisoners thinking they were sale 
enough, but looking from a window be saw the 
Knights of the Serpents travcning the Castle ^ 
then not daring to descend himself, he called to 
his men not to fear for there were but three 
against than. Some of those who. lodged below 
then began to arm, bat the Knights who had now 
deared the walls went down, and soon so handled 
them that not a man appeared before them. They 
in the dungeon,- who heard what was doing, cried 
aloud for help. Amadts knew the Dwarf's voice, 
for he and the Dame were in the most fear, and 
went forthwith to release them, and with great 
force breaking the iron staples they burst open 
the door and set them at liberty, then searching 
the buildings round the Court tliey found their 
horses, and gave two of Arcalaus's to the Knight 
and his son, and Dinarda*s palfrey to the Dame ; 
and having mounted the King ordered them to set 
fire to the dwellings. It began to blaze till all was 
in one flame, and the fire caught the iloor of the 
Tower, and the Dwarf cried out. Sir Arcalaus ! 
take this smdk^ patiently, as I did when you hung 
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me up 'by the leg when yoti committed that gre^ 
treason against Amadis. Much was the King 
pleased to hear how the Dwaif scoffed htm, and 
tliey all laughed to see what plight he was now in 
for all his force and cunning. Then they rode to- 
ward their ship, and looking back from a hill be- 
held the Castle burning to their great joy.* When 
they were got aboard and were disarmed, the 
Dame knew the King and feH on her knees before 
him, and he seeing her took her up and embraced 
her as one he much loved. Sir, said she, which is 
Amadis ? and when she knew she would have kiss- 
sed hif feet, but he raised her up being greatly 
abashed, and she then told him how she was Da- 
rioleta who had thrown him into the sea, and be- 
sought his pardon. Dame, quoth he, now know 
I what before I never knew, for though my foster- 
father told me I was found in the sea, I knew 
not how it had chanced, that do I indeed pardon, 
for you did no wrong, for all was for the ser\'ice of 
her whom I 'am bound to serve while 1 have life.. 
The King took pleasure to talk of those times, and 
thus chearfuily they sailed till they arrived in 
Gaul. 

You have heard how Arcalaus was naked in the 
Tower, and because the fire qaught ihc door he 
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eooldnotgetottt, and the smoke and the heat were 
so great that he could not help himself^ and though 
he got into a stone vaulted chamber still the smoke 
was so thick that he was in great agony. There he 
remained two days, for the fire continued so fierce 
that none of his pec^le who survived could enter, 
but &a the third day they could go in, and they 
went up to him and found him in such plight that 
his soul was ready to depart from his body -, but 
pouring water into his mouth they made him rc« 
cover, ^ough in great tortures, and took him in 
their arms to remove him to the town, but when 
he saw his Castle so burnt and ruined, he said 
In the bitterness of his heart. Ah, Amadis of Gaul, 
what evil hast thou brought upon me ! if I catch 
thee I will do such cruelty upon thee that my 
heart shall be revenged for all, and for thy sake I 
swear never more to spare the life of any Knight 
whom I take, that if tlK)U shouldst fall again into 
my iiands thou mayest not escape. Four days he re- 
mained in t'>e town, then he set out in a litter for 
his Castle of^Mount Aldin with Dinarda who was 
so £ur and another Damsel, and seven Knights to 
guard them. The second day of their journey was 
£ar spent, and on that night they were to reach his 
Castle, when at the skirts of a forest they saw two 
Knights by a fountain, richly armed and well 
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mouated. Good Uncle^ said Dinanda^ here are 
Uitro strange Knights^ for diey were waiting to see 
what came in the litter. He raised his head and 
said to his Knights, take your arms and bring me 
hither those Kni^ts without saying who I am, 
if they resist bring me their heads. Now you are 
to know that these Knights were Don Galaor and 
bis comrade Norandel 3 the Knights of Arcalaus 
came up to them, and bade them leave their arms 
and go to him in the litter. In God*s name, quoth 
Galaor, who is he ? or what is it to him whether* 
we go armed or not ? We know not, replied the 
other, but you had better obey him or we must 
take your heads. We are not come to that point 
yet, quoth Norandel, that you can do it. Now 
shall ye see ! said they. In the fii^t encounter two 
of the Knights fell woimded to death, the other 
five broke their spears and could not move them 
from their saddles, then drew they their swords 
and began a fierce battle, but three of them being 
overthrown and ba^y wounded, the other twain 
durst no longer abide those mortal blows, and rode 
full speed into the forest. The two companion* 
did not pursue them but rode up to the litter which 
was now deserted by all except two men on h<H:se' 
back, and they raised the curtain and said. Sir 
Knight, whom God curse, is it thus you treat Er- 
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Tant Knights ? ifyoa were armed we wouM makd 
you confess that you mee a wretch and false to God 
and the woild, but as you are sick we will send 
you to Don Grumedan^ who shall sentence you as 
youdescnrc. 

When Arenas heard this he was sore dismayed^ 
knowing that if Gmmedan should see him his 
<death was come, but being crafty in all things he 
put on a good countenance and said, certes Sir 
much pleasure would you do me in sending me to 
my cousin and Lord Don Gmmedan, but I Jidd 
myself unfortunate that you should com^ain against 
me, whose only thought and wish is how to serve 
Errant Knights. I beseech you Sirs for courtesy 
hear my misfortune, and then do with me as ye 
l^ease. They heanng that he was cousin to Don 
Grumedan, whom they loved so well, repented 
them of the harsh words they had nsed towards 
him 5 ^>eak on, said they, we will willingly hear 
yea. Know then Sirs that one day being armed 
I was riding m the fewest of the Black Lake, and 
th^-e J found a Dame who com|^ned to me of 
wrong which had been done her, I went with har 
and recovered for her her right before Couirt Gem* 
cestre. But as 1 was retumnig to my Castle I met 
that Knight whom you have slain, who God curse 
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him, was a perverse man, and he with two other 
Knights attacked me to win from me my Castle. 
I defended myself the best I could but was at last 
taken ; he kept me prisoner for a whole year, and 
all the honour he shewed me was to have these* 
wounds healed 5 then showed he the scars to them, 
for being a brave Knight many were the woands 
whidi he had given and received. At length Sirs 
being in despair of otherwise obtaining my liberty 
I agreed to give him up my Castle, thinking to go 
afterwards to my cousin Don Grumedan, and to 
my Lord King Lisuarte, and demand justice against 
the robber, which now Sirs, without my asking 
it, you liave taken for me more fully than I ex* 
pected j and if I found no help there I resolved to 
go seek Amadis of Gaul or his brother Don Ga- 
laor, and seek from them that succour which they 
grant to all who are -oppressed. Now because I 
was so weak as . not to ride he carried me in this 
litter to have my Castle yielded, and the reason 
why he and those other traitors attacked you was 
that you might not come up to see who was in the 
litter, and so learn their villainy. Hearing this 
they besought pardon of him for the threats they 
had used; and asked his name. — Granfiles, I know 
not if you have heard it'heretofore. Yes, quoth Ga- 
laor, and I know, as your Cousin hath told me, that 
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he shews great honour towards all Errant Knights. 
God be praised that you know rac ! he replied, 
now I beseech you take off your helmets and tell 
me your names also. — ^This Knight is Norandel, 
son to King Lisuarte^ and I am Galaor the brother 
of Amadis. God be praised, quoth Arcalaus, that 
I have been succoured by such Knights ! and he 
looked well at Galaor, when they had unhelmed, 
that he might know him again and do him a mis- 
chief if ever he had him in his power. I trust in 
God Sirs that you may one day be where my will 
towards you may be satisfied ! tell me now what I 
shall do ? — Even whatever is your will. — I will pro- 
ceed then to my Castl&— God guard you, said they, 
and they parted. It was night but the moon shone, 
and he presently struck into a bye path. 

The two Knights resolved to rest by the fountain 
because their horses were weary. As you will, 
said Don Galaor's Squire, but there is better lodg- 
ing ready for you than you are aware of. — How so ? 
Two Damsels who came with the Knight in the lit- 
ter have hid themselves in that old building among 
the briars. They then alighted and washed their hands 
and faces at the fountain, and went tow^ds the 
place, through the thicket and over rubbish. Who 
is hidden here, cried Galaor aloud, bring fire that 
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I may make them come out. When Dioarda 
lieard this^ she cried^ merqr Koight and I will 
come out l-T-Gkjme out then that I may see who you 
arc. — Help me or I cannot. Galaor drew nearer^ 
she held out her arms> the moon shone bright so 
that he saw her distinctly, and he helped her out. 
She had on a scarlet petticoat^ and a white sattia 
cloak^ and so fair was she that Galaor had never 
' ^een one whom he liked so well. Norandel took 
the other Damsel out, they all went back to the 
fountain, and there regaled upon what the Squires 
brought, and on what they found upon a sumpter- 
horse of Arcalaus. Dinarda was in great fear of 
Galaor, lest he should know how she had betrayed 
his father and his brothers, and take vengeance, 
and therefore she looked at him with amorous 
«yes, and made signs to her Damsel how she ad- 
mired his beauty, arid this she did in hope to make 
hm love her, tliinking that she might be safe. 
Galaor was not slow at comprehending these 
rigns, for he tliought of nothing but how he 
might have her for his mistress 5 so such was her 
ill fortune that she, loth as she was, yet seeming 
nothing coy, yielded that to her enemy which no 
lover could ever yet attain. 

Meantime Norandel wooed the Damsel with whom 
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he had been beside the fountain, but she replied, 
yoa shall never have my love unless my Lady Di- 
rnrda bids me yield it. Dinarda ? quoth Noran- 
del, wiiat is this the daugliter of Ardan Canileo 
>vho is come to this land to consult with Arcalaui 
the Enchanter how they may revenge her father's 
death ?— I know not the cause of her coming, but 
this is that Dinarda^ and happy may he think h'mi- 
self who wins her love. By thit Galaor and Di- 
narda came np, and Norandel taking him apart» 
asked him if he knew who the Damsel was ? — ^o. 
Dinarda, Ardan Canileo*s daughter^ who jour 
cousin Mabilia told us was come to this countiy to 
-devise the death of Amadis. Galaor mused awhile 
and answered, I know nothing of her heart, but 
she seems to love me dearly, and she is the woman 
who of all that I have seen has pleased me best, 
and I will not part from her yet. But as we are 
going to Graul I 'will contrive that Amadis may 
ma'ke her some satisfaction, and so be forgiven. 
Meantime Dinarda learnt from her Damsel what 
had passed with Norandel, and how she was dis- 
covered. Friend, said she, our wisdom now is not 
to regard our own wills but to yield to necessity, 
we must feign love for these Knights, and yield t# 
them till wc can find occasion to escape. 
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That night Galaor asked his Mistress what was the 
name of the wicked Knight who wanted to slay 
then). She thought he meant him in the litter and 
SQBWCKed, how is it that when jou went up U> 
him in the litter you did not know he was Area- 
laus ? — Arcalaus ! — ^Yea, truly. — Holy Mary, and 
have I let him escape death with his tricks ! When 
Dinarda heard that her'was not slain she greatly 
rejoiced^ but dissembling that she answered, a 
little while ago and I would have given my life to 
fave his, but now that you have won my love, and 
I am in your favour, I wish him dead, for 1 know 
he hates you and your lineage ; may the ill which 
he designs you fsiU. upon his own head ! and she 
clipped him in her arms as if with exceeding love* 
So they passed that night there in the forest, and on 
the morrow the Knights took each his Leman and 
proceeded towards GrauL 

Aicalabs greatly dismayed at what had befallen 
him reached his Castle at midnight, and ordered 
the gates to be closed, and no person admitted. 
There had he his sores healed, designing to be 
worse than ever, and commit greater wrongs, as is 
the way o£ the wicked, who, though God is pa> 
tient with them, strive not to loose the chains in 
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which the wicked enemy hath bound them, till 
(hey are cast with them into the pit of hell^ as we 
ought to beliere this Arcalaus was. 

Two days Don Galaor and Norandel rode with 
their Mistresses towards the port from whence they 
designed to cross over into Gaol *, on the third day 
they reached a Casde where they resolved to lodge 
that nighty and finding the gate open. rode in. Ihe 
Lord of the Castle^ when he saw them enter, 
ehid his people for leaving the gates open ; how* 
belt he made good semblance to the Knights and 
did them much honour, though against his will, 
for his name was Ambades^ and he was cousin to 
Arcalaus, and he knew Duiarda his niece, who told 
him that she was forced by Galaor. The mother 
of diis Ambades wept in secret with Dinarda, and 
said she would have the Knights slain. Let not 
such folly possess you and my Uncle, quoth Di- 
narda, and she then related how they had discom- 
fited the seven Knights. To morrow I and the 
Damsel will lag behind, and let them go through 
the gate, then the bridge may be drawn up, and 
we shall be safe. Thus they resolved to do. 
Ambades feasted the Knights well, and lodged 
them well, but he could not sleep all that night,. 
s^ much was he dismayed at having two such men 
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in his Castle. In the morning he rose and armc4 
himself^ and said he would accompany hU guesta 
some way^ for this, said he^ is my o£Bce to seek ad- 
ventures. We thank you Host, said Galaor. So 
th^ armed and placed their Mistresses on their pal* 
freys and rode forth, but their Host and the Mis-i 
tresses remained behind, and as socm as they and 
tlieir Squires were out, drew up the bridge, so that 
the scheme succeeded. Ambades immediately dis^ 
mounted and went upon the wall, and saw how tho 
Knights were looking to see any one of whoox 
they might demand their Daouels. Get ye gone 
ye ill and false guests, quoth he. God confound 
je, and give ye as bad a night as ye gave me I youc 
Mistresses with whom you thought to make merry 
shall tarry with me. How now Host ? said Ga- 
kbr, have you so well entertained us^ and do yoa 
DOW commit this great disloyalty to detain our Dam- 
sels by force ? More joy if it were so, replied Am* 
bades, but it was you their enemies who held them 
by force, and they stay here freely. — Let them 
show Uienoselves and we shall see if it be so.-—' 
They shall, not to satisfy you but to show how they 
hate you. Dinarda then appeared upon the wall. 
Dinarda my Lady, said Galaor, this Knight says 
you remain there willingly, and I cannot believe it 
because of the great bvc that is between us. If I 
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mamteted love towards y<m, Dinard^. replied, if 

was odIj 'm fear, for I being the daughter of Ardan 

Canileo, and joh brother to Amadii, how is it pos-> 

sibk that I could love you ? and especially when yoo 

would have carried me into Gaul^ into the power 

of my foes ? Go your way Gralaor, if I have pleased 

you do not thank me, nor ever think of me except 

as your enemy. Stay where you are, quoth Ga^ 

Lnor, with the bad fortune which God grant thee I 

from such a root as Arcalaus, there can only corao 

such shoots. And you, said Norandel in great 

vexation jto his Mistress, what will you do ? — the 

wfll of my Lady. Confound her will, quoth he^ , 

and that of the fellqw who has deceived us. Such 

as I am, cried Ambades, I should think it nopraiso 

to conquer two such as ye ! If you are such a 

Knight, quoth Noraudel, come out and fight, you 

on horseback and I afoot ', if you kill me you will 

rid Arcalaus of a mortal enemy, if I conquer, yoa 

shall give us the Damsels. What a tool thou art, 

Ambades replied, I think nothing of both, and 

what should I do of thee singly on foot and I being 

mounted ? for what you say of my Lord Arcalaus,. 

he would not give one straw for twenty such as 

thee and thy comrade, and then he took a Turkish. 

* bow and began to let fly at them. They drew 

hock and went their way,, saying, that the wicked^ 
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Bess of Arcalaus extended to all his race, and laugh- 
ing at what had passed. On the fourth day thejr 
reached a sea- port called Alfiad^ and taking ship 
arrived in Gaul at a place where Amadis and Flo- 
restaawere with King Perion. 

Amadis and Florestan were walking together when 
they saw the vessel put to land, and they went to- 
wards it to learn news. Presently they saw Ga- 
laor and Norandel in the boat. Holy Mary, quoth 
Amadis, here is our brother Galaor ! Know you 
who is with him ?— Nwandel his companion. King 
Lisuarte's son, a right good Knight, and so 'he 
proved himself in the Island of Mongaza, but he 
was not acknowledged for his son till after the 
battle with the seven Kings, and then Lisuarte 
made it known because bf his great worth. Glad 
was Amadis of his coming, because he was Ori- 
ana|s brother, and Durin had said how she lo^ed 
him. By this the Knights landed, atad they four 
joyfully embraced, and . went forthwith to King 
Perion, who embraced Norandel and led them to 
the Queen. Now Amadis had before resolved to 
go in quest of adventures tliat he might redeem his 
lost name, and had £xed the fourth day for his de- 
parture. Accordingly he spake to the King and his 
{)rethren, saying, that it belioved him to leave 

Digitized by Google 



-129 

ttem, ani that he would set forth on the morrow. 
' Son, replied Perion, Grod knows the want of you 
I M'hich I shall feel ! but not for that will I prevei^t 

you from gaining honour and the praise of prowess^ 
I as you have ever done. Sir brother, quoth Ga- 

laor, if it were not for a quest which I and Noran- 
j dd have undertaken, we would bear you com- 
I pany, but we must needs accomplish it, or pass a 
I year and a day in the pursuit^ according to the 
I custom of Great Britain. Son, said Perion, what 
I is your quest ? if it may be known. Sir, replied 
I Gelaor, we publicly undertook it, and this it is. 
I Know Sir that in the batde which we had with 
I the seven Kings of the Islands, there were on 
I the side of King Lisuarte three Knights, all bear-- 
I lag serpents for their arms all alike, but their hel- 
t mets were diflTerent, the one being white, one 
I purple, and one golden,, and^ these three did- such 
j wonders in arms that we were all^ astonished, cspe- 
I cially he of the golden helmet, whose goodness in 
I arms> 1 think cannot be peered* Certes it is 
1 that but fbr these King Lisuarte would not have 

had the victory j when the battle was over they 
left the field so secretly that they could not be 
' known, and it is to find them out that we have un* 
dertaken. We have heardhere of these Knights, 
aniwered Eerion. God give you. good tidings of 
F 5. 
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them ! But Amadis took his ^ther and Florestan 
apart and said, Sir^ I ^all depart early, and I think 
after I am gone you should discover the truth to 
Galaor that he may not go on a vain search -, show 
him the arms which he will know, for if he learns 
hot the secret from ns none else can tell hiai» 
That night was there great feastings made^ but aU 
were heavy for the loss of Amadis, who was going 
they knew not whither* Ob the morrow after 
mass they rode out with Amadis, who would t^e 
in company with him none but Gandalin and the 
Dwarf, to whom the Queen gave money enough 
to suffice his nflaster for a year. Don Florestao re* 
quested to go with hkn, but that he would not 
grant for two reasons, that he might have more 
leisure to think of his Lady, and that in atten^ng 
great adventures he alone might perish or acquire 
the glory. They rode a league together, then 
Amadis took leave c^ his father and brethren and 
went his way. 

When they returned King Ferion took Galaor aiwf 
Norandel aside, and said to them, you have under- 
takeil to find out that of which you can learn no 
tidings in the worlds except it be only here. I bless 
Grod^that he has guided you thus to save you tlie 
labour of a fruitless search ! then led he them to a 
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damber ^ here the arms hung, there said ke is tho 
white helmet which I wore, aod FlofestaD*^ purplo 
one, and the golden heUnct of Amadis. Well did 
Aey remcrabcr them, for they bore tlic dints oC 
that battle, aod often had they looked at them o» 
that day, sometimea rej(»chig that King Lisaarto 
had sueh aid, at other times envying the prowetf 
of their masters. God and yoa Sir, said Galaor, 
have shewn us great favour in saving us fi'ora thii 
search ; it was our intent to sedt those Knights 
every where, and if they would not discover thenar 
•elves we should have fought with them till death, 
to prove, that though in the general battle thef 
did the best, if would be otherwise in single i^t, 
Norandel then begged those arms of the Kiaf 
which he courteously granted, then told he them 
k what peril they had been at the Castle of An:»> 
laus, and by what adventure they had escaped. Th« 
tears came into Ghdaor's ejres for grief at thatredtal^ 
and he in his turn told what had chanced to him 
and Norandel with Arcalaus, and how the £n^ 
chanter had escaped, and of their hoatAn^doib' 
So Galaor and Norandd abode fourteen days widi 
King Perion, then taking the amSs^of the serpenft^ 
they embarked for Great Britain, and took those 
arms to the pdace to shew how they had atcbieved' 
^ir quest. WcU were th^ welconacd by the Kidg 
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and all the Conrt. Sir if it please you, said Cra- 
laor, let nae be heard in presence of the Queen, 
forthwth they all went to the Queen's apartment, 
and Galaor and hb companion kissed her hand, and 
then he said, ye know Sirs that I and Norandel 
went in quest of the Knights of the Serpents, 
blessed be God we have accomplished it without 
difficulty, as Norandel shall show you. Then 
Norandel took in his hand the white helmet and 
said. Sir, know you this helmet well ? yea, an- 
swered Lisuarte, many tinaes did I see it when I 
wished it to be seen, — King Perion, who loves yon 
well, bore it on his head that day>. this purple 
one was Florestan*s ; here isthe golden helmet : he 
who wore it, and who did you such service as none 
other could have done, is Amadis. If I say truth 
©r not you are the best witness, for you were often 
among them in the battle, they enjoy mg now the 
fame and you the victory. Then they related all thai 
' had hap^csDed and concerning Arcalaus,. and how 
he had escaped by calling himself Grumedan*s cou- 
sin 3 at that they all laughed, and old Grumedan 
also, saying he was happy they had found such a 
kinsman for him. 

Lisuarte then enquired much concerning King Pe- 
rion : trust me Sir, said Norandel, there is no 
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King in the world of equal territories who is his 
peer. He wiU lose nothing by his sons^ quoth 
Grumedan ; 4hereto the King answered nothings 
because he vrould not praise Galaor to his fs^cc, 
and was at that time little pleased with his bre- 
thren 3 howbeit he ordered the arms to be hung 
upon the crystal arch of his palace^ where the anus 
of other £amoQ8 men were placed. 
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CHAPTER T. 



When Esplandian was four years old Nasctano thc- 
bermit sent for him^ and when he saw how well- 
grown he was for his age and how fair he marvelled' 
greatly, and blessed him^ and the child embraced 
him as if he had known him. Then theher mit 
sent his sister home, keeping with him her son and. 
Esplandian, who had been fed with the same milk>. 
these chiklren remained playing together before 
the hermitage till Esplandian grew tired^ and lay 
down under a tree and fell asleep. Now the 
Lioness coming as was her wont to the hermit for 
food, saw the child and went up to him, and afiter 
smelling him all round lay down by his side. The 
other boy ran crying to the good man and told him- 
that a great dog was going to eat Esplandian. The 
good man went out to see the Lioness, who came 
and fawned upon him, and the, child waking and 
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leeing the Lioness said, father is tbis fine iog ours? 
No, said the good nian^ he is God's, to wiioni all 
things beloDg. — ^I wish fatlier he were ours ! — Do 
you wish to feed him son ? yes replied the child i 
the old man then fetched him the leg of a stag» 
which some hooters had given hun> and' the child 
gave it to the Lioness, and played with her ears, 
Mud put his hands in her mouth. And you must 
know that from this time the Lioness came every 
day, and guarded him whenever he* walked out 
from the hermitage. And when he was grown 
Ugger Nasetano gave him a bow fit for him, and 
another to bis nephew^ and they learned to shoot : 
the Lioness always went out with them, and if 
tb^ wounded a stag she would fetch him for them. 
Now the hermit had certain friends who were 
hnnterg^ and they would sooietimes go out with 
Bsplaodian, for the sake of ihti Lioness that she 
' might bring in their game, and thus Esplandian 
karoed to buot^ and in this manner he passed his 
lime bemg taught by that holy man. 

Amadis having lefk Gaul with design to do away 
by new atchievenoents the ill report of his long 
•lotb, enlesed Germany, and great feats did he 
there perform, rediessing wrongs, passing through 
i;reat hazards^ dc»ng battle sometimes with one 
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Knight, sometimes widi two or three — what shall^ 
I say ? he was soon famed as the best Knight that 
had ever entered that country, though they knew 
him by no otbername than the Knight of the Green- 
Sword, or of the Dwarf, because of Ardian who* 
was with him ? and thus he passed four years with- 
out returning to Gaul, or to the Firm Island, or* 
hearing tidings of Oriana> and no other consola- 
tion had he than the certainty that his Lady beingi 
as faithful as himself endured the same loneliness •. 
Now having past the whole summer in Grermany^. 
when the winter drew nigh he feared the cold, and 
resolved to go to Bohemia to- pass it with the good; 
King Tafinor, of whom he heard a fair report,, 
and who was then at war with £1 Patin> who wa& 
now Emperor of Rome, and whom Amadis hated 
as you have heard> for pretendmg to Oriana* Ac- 
cordingly he departed for that kingdom. Now it so 
happened that having reached the bank of a nvevi 
he saw a great company on the other side, who 
had let fly a Ger-falcon at. a heron, and the qiiarryy 
was slain near where he stood. He alighted, and 
calling out loudly to tho^e on the other side, asked 
if he should lure the Falcon h they answered yes ;. 
he then gave him to eat what what was proper, aft 
one who had often done so; Now the river was 
so deep that it could not be crossed in that part> 
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•nd you are to know that King Tafioor of Bobe« 

mta was with that company, and he seeing the 

Knight asked if any one knew him, but none pre* 

sent could say who be was. Belike, said the King, 

it may be a Knight who has traversed all Ger* 

many, and done such wonderful things in arms, 

that all speak of him as of a miracle ; they call 

him the Knight of the Green Sword, or of the 

Dwarf, and because of the Dwarf I think this may 

be he. A Knight named Sadian, who was Chief 

of the King's guard, answered, certes this is he for 

he hath a green sword. The King then rode more 

than apace low^ards a ford, for the Knight was now 

liding thither to cross, having the gcr-falcon on 

his fist. Good friend, said Tafinor, you are right 

welcome to my land. — Are you tbc King ? — I am, 

while it pleases God. Then the Knight approached 

respectfully lo kiss his hand. Sir, pardon me, tho*' 

not knowing you 1 have not offended. I come to 

see and serve you, for they say you are at war 

with so mighty a man that yon need the service of 

all your subjects and of strangers also 5 but ihough 

1 ani a stranger yet while I am with you you may 

account me as your natural vassal. — Knight of tlie 

Green Sword and friend, how much I am beholden 

to you' for this coming and these words, my heart 

knows which hath its courage doablod thereby 
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So they rode together to the town^ and much wa» 
that Knight admired by all for his goodly person^ 
and because he was better armed than ever they had 
seeu Knight. When they reached the palace the 
King ordered that he should be lodged^ and being 
disarmed in a rich chanlber he clothed himself m 
costly apparel> which his Dwarf had brought, and 
went before the King with such a presence as tes- 
tified to the truth of what had been spoken of his 
prowess ; there did he eat with the King, and was 
served as became the table of such a man. When 
ihe cloths were removed the King said. Knight of 
the Green Sword and my good friend, know that 
against my will I am at war with the mightiest of 
all the Christians, El Patin, Emperor of Rome^ 
who in his great power and great pride would have 
this kingdom, which God gave free into my hands, 
tributary to him. Hitherto by the good faith and 
strength of my vassals and friends I have well de-v 
fended myself, and will continue so to do while 
life shall last > but difficult and perilous it b for the 
few to defend themselves against the many, and 
therefore my heart is ever troubled in seeking for 
some remedy. But none other is there except in. 
the worth and courage which God has given ta 
some above others, and as he hath so excellently lu 
this wise gifted you, much hope havTC I in youc 
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aid, if you will help to defend this kiDgdom which ^ 
shall be ever at your will. Sir^ answered the Koigbt, 
I will serve yoa j as you shall see my deeds so 
judge you my worth. Thus the Knight of the 
Green Sword remained in the house of King Tafi- 
nor of Bohemia, and to do him more honour the 
Xing ordered his own son Grasandor to be in hit 
company and Count Galtines his cousin. 

It chanced one day as they were riding out with the 
King and talking of the war, for the truce was to 
expire in five days, they saw twelve Knights ap* 
proaching, their arms lying upon the horses, and 
their Squires carryii^ the helmets, shields and 
lances. The King knew among them the shield of 
Don Garadan, cousin to the £mperor Patin, who 
was the best Knight of all the Lordship of Kom^ 
and he said to him of the Green Sword, all, what 
evils he hath done me whose is yonder shield, and 
be pointed to the shidd which bore two large eagles 
or, in a field murrey. Sir, replied he, the more in- 
sults wu receive from your enemies the more con- 
fidence should you have that God will give you 
vengeance. Now seeing tbey are come into your 
land, relying upon your cOtirtesy, honour tbeqj 
and accost ihem well, but make no terms that are 
not to your own honour and profit, llic Kiflg 
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embraced him and said, would to God jou hsd 
been always with me 1 direct me as you please ! • 
So tliey met Gai^dan and his company, and the 
King welcomed them with better words thaa 
heart, and invited them to enter the town. Don 
Garadan^ answered, I come for two things which 
you must know first, and whereon no other coun-. 
sel is needed than that of your own heart ; answer 
. us speedily for we must not tarry, seeing the truce 
. will soon be expired. He then pfoduced a letter 
of credence wherein the Emperor ]»:omised t>n his 
faith to confirm whatever Don Garadan should 
conclude with him. Methinks, quoth Tafinor^ 
when he had read it, the Emperor places no little 
confidence in you ! now say your bidding. King,, 
then said Don Garadan; notwithstanding the Em- 
peror is of higher lineage and lordship than you> 
yet because he hath other things to attend to, he 
wishes to put an end to this war, in either of these 
ways which you may chusc. Either tliat you 
shall do battle with SalustanquidLo bis cousin Prince, 
of Calabria,, hundred to hundred up to a tjiiousand,. 
or twelve to twelve, your Knights against me and 
I these my companions : on coxidition. that if jou 
conquer you shall be for ever free from this de- 
mand, but if you are conquered you shall reniaia 
bis vassal, as, this kingdom was in times past to hii 
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empire^ according to our Roman histories. Now 
diuse which you will, for ahoold you refuse either 
the Emperor bids you know, that leaving aside all 
other things, he will come against you in person, 
and never depart till he hath destroyed you. Don 
Garadan, cried he of the Green Sword, you have 
spoken arrogantly enough as well for yourself as 
for the Emperor, but God oftentimes with a little 
of his mercy hath broken down such pride ) the 
King will answer you as it may please him. I 
would only ask if he should accept one of these bat- 
tles, how shall he be secure that what you pro- 
mise will be performed ? Don Garadan looked at 
him, wondering that he should have answered 
without waiting for the King's reply, I know not 
who you are Sir Knight, quoth he, but by your 
speech it seems you are of a foreign land; this I 
shall say, I hold you for one of little discretion to 
reply without the King*8 command, but if he hold 
it good^ and will accede to what I demand, I will 
tell you what yon ask. The King replied, Don 
Garadan, I confirm and warrant whatever the Knight 
oJP the Green Sword shall say. When Garadan 
heard mentioned the man of such high prowess 
his heart leaped for two causes, the one sorrow, 
that such a Knight shoold be on the King*s side, the 
other pleasure, for he hoped to combat him, and 
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had confidence that he should subdue or slay him, 
and so acquire all that gloiy which he had won 
throughout Germany, and other countries wherein 
no other Knight was spoken of. Since the King 
leaves it to you, said he, chuse the one. The 
Knight answered, let the King do that 5 all I shall 
say is, that in either I will serve him, if he permit 
me, and so will I do in war while I remain with 
him. The King put his arm round the Knight's 
neck saying, good friend, such courage your words 
give me that I fear not to accept either, I beseech 
you say which is best. — Certes Sir that may I not 
<lo 5 summon you the good men of your counsel 
and take their judgment, and command me where- 
in I may serve , you, else might they with reason 
tomplain that I 'took upon jnyself more than I had 
wisdom to discharge; howbeit Sir at all events 
see what security Dcm Garadan will give. Garadan 
then bade a Squire bring him a casket, and he took 
from it a writing sealed with thirty seals all sus- 
pended by silken strings, and all were of silver ex- 
cept the middle one which was gold, for that was 
the Emperor's, and the others were of the great 
lords of the Empire 5 this he gave the King. • 

Then King Tafinor withdrew with his good men, 
"d finding that he might depend upon the condl- 
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tioQs> asked counsel whether he should chuse : some 
said the hundred to hundred^ others the combat of 
twelve^ because for so small a number he could 
ckuse tried Knights, others that it were better to 
continue the war and not put his kingdom upon 
adventure of a battle } so that the opinions were 
very diflferent. Then said Count Galtines, Sir, let 
us refer it to this Knight of the Green Sword, who 
peradventure has seen many things, and hath great 
desire to serve you. Thereto all assented, and the 
King sent to call him, for he and Grasandor were 
talking with Don Garadan, and the Knight of the 
Green Sword seeing of what brave stature he was, 
and that needs there must be great strength in him, 
-somewhat doubted the battle, yet the vain and 
arrogant words which he had spoken made him hope 
that God would enable him to confound his pride. 
He at the King's bidding went before him, and the 
King said. Knight of the Dwarf my great friend, I 
beseech you now do not refuse to give us your ad- 
vice, and he told him at wliat difference they wtre. 
Sir, he replied,, this is a weighty thing to deter- 
mine, for the issue is in the band of God, not in 
the judgment of men. Howbeit speaking as the 
adventure were my own, I will say Sir, that if I 
. had but on9 castle and an hundred men, and an 
cHemy with ten castles and a thousand Knighto 
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warring to take it from me, if it pleased God to 
make bim propose to me an equal battle I sbould 
think it a great mercy, ^ut for all which 1 have 
said do not you Knights cease tp counsel the King 
that which will be most for his service ! \rith tliat 
he would have departed but the King took him by 
the cloak and made him sit by him, and said, good 
friend, we all agree in your opinion. I chuse the 
combat of twelve, and God who sees the violence 
done me will be my helper, even^as he helped 
King Perion of Gaul when that mighty King Abies 
came against him, and was slain by a stripling 
Knight. In the name of God ! exclaimed he of ' 
the Green Sword, and this is the best choice, but 
if you can prevail with Garadan let it be decided 
by single eombat, let he and I do battle, for I trust 
in God, and in your good cause and his pride that 
I could decide the war. 

With that they went to Don Garadan, who was 
impatient of their delay, and the King said to him, 
I chuse the combat of twelve Don Garadan, and 
let it be to-morrow. So help me God, quoth Ga- 
radan, as you have answered to my hearths desire, 
and I am right glad. He of the Green Sword an- 
fwered, oftentimes men are glad at thS beginning 
but when the end comes it is otherwise. " Garadan 
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beheld him with an evil look— Don Caralier, yoa 
chase to speak on every occasion ! it is plain OKXigh 
that 70a ^re a stranger^ since your discretion is to 
scanty and strange 5 if I knew that yon were to 
be one of the twelve I would give yon these gloves ! 
He of the Green Sword took them, — I shall be 
diere, and as I now take your' gloves, so will I 
then take that head which your pride and dis* 
oourtesy have ofiered me. When Garadan heard 
this he was besides himself with rage. — ^Ah, 
wretch that I am, quoth he, if this were to-mor- 
row, » and we were in the battle, Don Cavalier of 
the Dwarf, all these should see how I ^ould chas- 
tise your folly ! If till to-morrow seem so long a 
time, replied he of the. Green Sword, the day is 
yet long enough for one to slay the other j let us 
ami if you will and begin the battle, on this cove- 
nant, that he who survives may aid his comrades 
to-morrow. Certes, Don Cavalier, replied Gara- 
dan, if you dare do as you have now said, I forgive 
you all you have said against me, and he called 
hastily for his arms, and the Knight of the Dwarf 
demanded his firom Gandalin. 

His companions armed Don Garadan, the King 
and his son did the same to their champion ; aU 
then withdrew^ and left tlie twain in the field 
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"where ti^ were to combat. CUradan HEtoontdl 
•upon a goodly stc^^ whomiie made praice fietcoljr 
over the fields thea turning to hb &knda he saki, 
tirudt ye that ye shall aoe tUs King made snbjeGt 
to our Eon^rcH:^ agad ye wtthoat stcikkig a blow» 
remain with much honour ; all the hope of •oqr 
enemies is in this Knight, Mrhom> if he dares ^ncfe 
the encounter^ I shall presently conc^oer^ and whea 
he . is slam they will not dare enter the lists wi£h 
xis to-morrow. What are you doing Garadani 
cried he c^ the Green Sword^ you waste the dajr 
Iq boastix^^ axid boasting will not do now we ace 
about to be proved. They then spurred against 
oach other^ their shields^ strong as Ihey were^ ^iled^ 
their lanoes^ thick as they were, splintered^ and 
they dashed hdmet and shield gainst each other. 
The horse of the Green Sword staggered back and 
reeled, but did not fall $ Graradan was driven from 
the saddle^ and so rudely that he was well nigh 
8tum^. He of the Green Sword, when he saw 
him trying to rise and stumbling, would have made 
at him but his horae could not move, the en- 
counter had so shaken him, and he himself had 
been wounded in the left arm, but he alighted in 
great wrath and went agamst Garadan with his 
burning Sword. Now had Garadan recovered, 
and stood sword in hand covered with his shidd 
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nadjTj bat mot so 6erce m before. Maay a nola* 
Ud bio w was tbiA givon, and m fieicely thejr lbia« 
ed that aK marvcikA to bdboU tbem. Bui Gara- 
dan yet Mt bk M^ and bis eneoBy in anger prett 
onbim^ and laid on sncb beavy load so fast tbat be 
drew back and said^ certes Knigbt of tbe Green 
Sword I iK>w know yon better tban before, and 
Uce you less! "bowbdt, tbou^ nmcb of yecur 
worth is now proved to me, mine is not in such 
state tbat it can be known wbo sbsA conquer : if 
yoa like to rest a wbik be it so, if net, again to 
tode I Truly Don G&aradan, replied be, it wooM 
l^ease me far better to rest tban to figbt, but to 
one of your hi^ prowess and courage it must be 
^otherwise, asljuii^by your own words 5 and 
therefore that so good a man as you may not bo 
shamed, IwiU not leave the battle till it be ended. 
Kigbt aad was Don Garadan for that, for be felt 
himself week with Jbis fall and wounds, and re« 
membered the proud threats which he bad utter- 
edL against that enemy, bowbett he took courage to 
da bis best and endure the end 3 then again they 
engaged with equal fury, but it was not long be- 
fore Craradsm fell down with a blow on tbe hel« 
met, the sword had entered so deep that the 
Knigbt could scarce pluck it out, then he hastened 
j and took off hi* enemy's helmet and saw that the 

62 
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bmins were cleft. Whereat greatly rqoicing be- 
cause of the displeasure it •puld be to El Patin the 
Emperor, and the service he had done the King, 
he wiped his sword and put it in the scabbard, ai^ 
knelt down and gave God thanks. 

King Tafinor immediately dismounted fi-om his 
palfrey and went up to the conqueror, and seeing 
his hands red with blobd, his own as well as his 
enemy's, he Said to him, good friend, how feel you ? 
Right well, replied he of the Green Sword, by 
God's mercy ! I shall bear my part to-morrow in 
the battle. So he was honourably accompsoiied to 
the town, and his wounds were dressed. The Ro- 
map Knights meantime carried the dead Garadan 
to their tents, and great dole did they make, for 
they loved him much, and were sore dismayed at 
Us loss, seeing that his conqueror would be agahist 
them on. the morrow ; so they were greatly trou- 
bled, being afraid to do battle, yet knowing that 
if they did not the Emperor would be disho- 
noured, and they themselves therefore in peril of 
death. . Howbeit they resolved not to %ht, and 
to excuse themselves before the Emperor by say- 
ing that Garadan had undertaken the combat, 
wherein he died against the will of all, for his own 
haughtiness. The most of them were of this 
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miod and the others were silent. But there was 
among thena a young Knight called Arquisil, of 
the imperial blood, and so near a-kin to £1 Patih 
that he was his heir if he died without a son, and 
for this reason was he hated by that Emperor* 
He being so young, for he was yet but twenty, 
had not before ventured to speak ) but now he* 
said, certes Sirs I marvel greatly that good men 
like you should fall into so great an error ! if any 
man had advised this you ought to have held him 
as an enemy ! for Pon Garadan's death, it is bet- 
ter that so insolent a one should be out of our xxxa* 
pany, that we may not partake the reward of his 
insolence 3 and for that Knight whom 'you fear, I 
will take him to my account, and not leave him till 
deaths what then will be the mighty odds ? eleven 
to ten — that you should prefer perpetual disho- 
nour to the chance of death ! Such weight had 
these words of Arquisil that his companions gave 
him many thanks, and praised his council, and 
bravely determined to undertake the combat. 

When the Knight of the Green Sword had taken 
food he said to the King, it is time Sir to appoint 
the Knights who are to do battle to-morrow, that 
they may prepare and meet at mass in your chapel 
by day-break, that we go forth together to the 
G 3 
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fidd. So let' it be, neplicd Tafinor, my so» Gra- 
•andor shaU be one^ and the odiera such that with 
God*8 help and yourt we shall gain the rictory. 
God foii>td, then nswefed tkeKnight, that while I 
oai^ bear anus 700 or jour aonsliould wear them \ 
and when the others are tuch that he and eirezi I 
aoBght be excused. Sir Knight ^ th^ Green 
Sword^ exclaimed Grasmdor^ I will not be excused 
where your peisoQ a exposed^ neither in thb nor 
in any other battle i ^if I were worthy to haf>e a 
boon granted by such « Knight as you 1 wmild 
nqnest you to have me always in your company. 
In no wise will I fbibear to be ia the oon^t to- 
morrow^ though it weiexnily to len^ somethinf 
Of your wtxiden in vmt. He of the Green Sword 
bowed hundily to acknowledge that honoar^ 
aiBoe yon wiii ao have it Sir, in God's name let it 
he to. The King then aaid, niy good friend yocff 
ami hare been ruddy handled^ I wiH give yeu 
others which never have been wam, and which 
will ploaK yoQ, and a horse better than which 
you never have seen^ and forthwith he bade the 
hone be brooght bridled and saddled with ntost 
rich trappings. When the Knight saw the horse 
how handsome he was, and how wdl aparison- 
ed, he sighed, thinking that if he was where it 
could be done he should wdUi bestow him hj 
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•eDding him to h» tnie fiiend Angriote of Ettn^ 

rmm. The arms were ytry ricfa^ betlteg Liont 

BxoxTcj in a fidd or^ and the oott-armocv wat 

tiie nine, but the tword M«t the beat that ever he 

had seen, except King Liaaarte't and hit own, and 

after baring looked at it he gaye it to Oraaaadar 

Ibr the battle. On the morrow betknet thef 

heard maaa with die King, and armed and kisaod 

his hand, then took hocae and rode to the field. 

The Romans were coming forth, their men soond- 

ing trcnapets to encourage them, Anpnid anaong 

^lem in green arms, and on a iiHute horse, and he 

said to hb eomoLdm, remen^bcr what we have 

said, I will perform toy promise. Thej then en* 

ooontered, and Arqutsil met the Knight of the 

Gieen Sw(»d i their lances brake and Arqoiail was 

driven firom the saddle, but he laid hold of the 

crupper^ and beipg active and of good heart lightlf 

jEecovered his seat The Green Sword Knight 

passed on, and with the truncheon of his lance 

smote off the helmet of the first he met, and 

be would have feUed him if he had not himself 

been attacked b)r tiro Knights at once ; the one of 

which s^uck his shield, the other his leg, passing 

^ough the iB^pei of his mail, the spear end gave 

I kim a wound which he felt sorel7> and whidn 

loacfe Umi:^^ with more wxath. He kid hand 
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to swordLand smote at one a thwart blow which 
fell upon the horse* s neck^ and cut it clean throiagb^ 
jBO that the beast fell and broke the rider's leg« 
By this Arquisil came up and smote him of the 
Green Sword on the helmet so .fiercely that sparks 
flew from helm and sword, .and he made him 
bend his head, but he soon received his guerdon^ 
for the Green Sword struck him on the should6r, 
and wounded him sp sorely that Arquisil thought 
surety his arm was lost j then the KnighfT went on 
among his other enemies, who .were now hardly 
put to by Grasandor and the Bohemians. But Ar* 
quisil still followed him, though with less ardour 
than at first, and foined at him on all parts ; he 
turned and struck him, with no wtil to wound^ 
esteeming him above all of his party for the cou- 
rage with which he had singled Isfbi out. Arqui- 
sil still prest on him, by this the Romans were 
slain, or disabled or had yielded, and the Greea 
Sword Knight seeing how Arquisil still pursued 
him, cried out, will no one deliver me from this 
Knight ? Thereat Grasandor and two others turn- 
ed upon him and plucked him from the saddle, for 
he viras weary and weak, and threw him down and 
would have slain him, but then the Green Sword 
-Knight said. Sirs, I have received most hurt from 
him, leave me to take amends^ and he went up to 
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ArquisW and said. Knight, yield yourself, and do 
not perish by the hand of one who esteems you j 
then be -who only expected death right joyfully 
yielded himself prisoner, and thanked him for his 
life, and pledged himself upon the Green S<^ord to 
obey his bidding. Then went they all to the 
King, who joyfully received them, and the Knight 
of the Green Sword was laid in the King's cham- 
ber, and Tafinor would have lodged Arquisil with 
bim to honour him because of his high lineage 
and great worth, but he said, I beseech you Sir, 
let me go help my companions who are yet living, ' 
and bear away the dead. J am your prisoner, and 
will come to your command whenever you sum- 
mon me. The Green Sword Knight embraced 
him and dismissed him, and he went to his com* 
rades, whom he found in such plight as you may 
guess, and taking with them the bodies of Gara- 
dan, and the others who were slain they went 
their way. So you will hear nothing more of 
this Knight till his time comes*, and then it shall 
be told to what his great courage brought him. 

The Green Sword Knight remained with King 

Tafinor till his wounds* were healed, and then see- 

' iog that the war was ended, and thinking that he 

could better bear the misery of absence from Ori- 
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ana^ ^k^hsb he was wandering aid endarkig diffi' 
calty, than m repose and enjo}'ment4 he sjake to 
tiie King saying, Sir, since your war is ended, and 
the time when my fortune will not let me rest is 
come,! must obey the will o(. that fortune, not 
my own. I will depart to-morrow> and God grant 
that there may come a time wherein I may make 
aome xetum for the great honours and favouns 
which you have vouchsafed me. King Tafinor 
thereat was sorely troul^ed, — Ah, Knight of the 
Green Sword, my true friend, take what you will 
<^my kingdom, power as well as possessions, and 
donotleaye me ! Sir, replied he, th'is I always be- 
lieved, that knowing my good will to serve you, 
you would honour me accordingly, but I cannot rest 
till my heart be in that place where its thoughts 
are always. The King seeing how he spake, and 
knowing him to be £xed in all his purposes^ an- 
fwered then with a sad countenance, my loyal 
friend, since it must be so, I beg of you two 
things : the one, that if ever need betide you, you 
will remember me and this my country 5 the other, 
that you will hear mass with me to-morrow for I 
would speak with you. 

He of the Green Sword then ordered Gandalin to 
prepare for their departure. That night he did 
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jiot deep, even as ^lough he had been overwearied 
with bodily toil, for trouble and grief of mind id 
iiiastcred hksXf for his Lady's sake ; many tears di4 
fe shibd that night ; at dawn he rose and armed 
and went to horse, and Gandalin and the DwaiC 
moiffiied their palfreys, taking the things necet^ 
sary for their journey. Forthwith he went to the 
King's chapel where they heard mass ; King Ts^ 
finor ^len bidding aU others go forth, laid to him» 
my great friend, I beg of yon one boon, which ^ 
shall neither be to the hindrance of yonr journey 
not to your diahoi^our.— So Sir I well b^evc^ ds 
you therefore ask according to your virtue^ and ( 
grant it.— Tell me then good friend your naooe^ 
and whose son you are, and trust metheAecvel 
Shan be kept 1^ me till you divrdgc it Tha 
Knight remained siloil awhile, lepemting what 
he had promised,^»--Sir, if it pkase yoo do not dsk 
this, for it will not profit you. — My good frijOnA 
doubt not to tell me — I will conceal it like yon 
yourself. He then replied, since it pleases yott 
Sir to know, I am that Amadis of Gaul, son to 
King Perion, of whom yoa spake befbre the bat- 
tle. Ah, happy Knight, quoth then King Ta- 
finor, blessed was the hour wherein thou wert 
begotten, by whom thy parents and kin, and we 
also hafe derived such honour and advantage! 
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You have made me right joyful by telling me thij, 
and I trust in Grod that it will be for your own 
good^ and the means that I may somewhat dis* 
charge the great ' debts I owe you. Now, though 
.the King spake thus from his own good will, and 
not because of any thing which he could know of 
fthat Knight's needs, yet was it fulfilled in twe 
ways ; the' one, because he made be written all 
the feats of arms which Amadis had done in 
those countries, and the other wheii he was a right 
good ally to him with his son and his people, 
when he had great need of help, as you shaU hear 
hereafter. Then he took leave of the King, and 
being accompanied out of town by Grasandor and 
Count Galtines, and other good Knights for half 
a league, they then commended him to God, and he 
set forth to go through the Islands ofKcxnania, 
«id prove himself in ^ucb adtentures as he xnight 
there find. 
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CHAPTER 8. 



King Llsuarte, to solace himself and his Knights, 
resolved to go hunt in the forest and take with 
him the Queen and her daughters and all her 
Damsels, and he bade the tents be pitched bj the 
fountain of the Seven Beech Trees, which was a 
pleasant place. Now you are to know that this 
was the forest where the hermit Nasciano dwelt, 
and where he was breeding up Esplandian. There 
leaving the Queen in her fair tent, the King and 
his huntsmen went into the thickest part of the 
mountain, where, because that ground was kept, 
they had plenty of sport. It so fell out that the 
King started a stag and followed him down' into 
the valley, and there a straifge thing chanced, for 
he saw a child coming down the opposite hill, a 
boy of ^ve yesLV& old, the prettiest that ever he had 
•een, leading a Ugness i^ a leash^ and when he saw 

Digitized by Google 



158 

the stag be loosed her aiid hallooed her to th^ 
game. Presently the Lioness overtook him and 
filew him and began to suck his bloody and the 
child came running up and with him another 
somewhat older than himself^ and they took out - 
their knives and gave the Lioness her share. The 
King stood in the thicket wondering at what he 
saw, and his horse was frightened at the Lioness • 
and would not go towards her. Presently the 
boy took a horn which hung from his neck and 
blew it, and two spaniels came up, the one tawny 
^nd the other black, and tliey had their fees of the 
game ; this done they leashed the Lioness again, 
and went up the hill. By this the King had fast^ 
ened his horse to a tree, and called out to the boy- 
to stop, and when he came up and saw how beau- 
tiful he was he marvelled more than before^ and 
he said to him, God bless thee my fine boy, and 
keep thee for his service } tell me where you are 
brought up and whose son you are ? Sir, replied 
the child, the holy man Nasciano the hermit 
l»eeds me up and he is my father. The King 
mused awhile how a man so holy and so old should 
have so young and so fair a child, and did not be- 
lieve that it could be so ; he then asked him 
where the hermit's house was. The child showed 
him a path but little trodden,—- you may go up 
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tfere, tet I foatt&Dov thatbQ7 «!!• i« takbg tte 

lioness to die fbvatam wl»ere we have our gaoM. 

So lie went his waj and the King went to hone, 

and followed the path till he came to the henni- 

tage, which was among beech trees and biambies, 

and he saw no one there ; then he alighted and 

went in^ and he found' an old man kneeling and 

leadiog prayers in a book; he was in his habit^ and 

his hair was quite gray. When he had finished 

his prajers he looked round and saw the King, 

and the King knelt before him and besought hb 

blessing, which the good man gave and asked him 

then what he would have. Good friend, replied 

lisuarte, I have met a fiir boy in the mountain 

hunting with a Lioness, who told me that yo« 

bred him up, and because he is so beautiful and 

tlus thing so strange, I come to ask you who he 

b, {Nxxnising you on the word of a ELing that no 

harm shall come £rom the discovery either to him 

or yoir. When the good man heard this he re* 

collected the King*s person and knelt down and 

kissed his hand, but the King raised him up and 

embraced him saying, friend Nasciano, I am very 

desirous to know this, do not fear to ttU me* 

The good man led him out of the chapel and 

they sat down on a bench in the porch, by whert 

his hone was £isteued, and he said^ Sir I believ« 
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you^ that you will protect the child as it has pleased 
God to protect him ! he then told him how he 
Jbad found the child, and of the letters on hrs 
breast. You tell me such wonders, replied Lisu- 
arte, as I never heard till now : it must needs be 
that the Lioness found him near this place. I 
cannot say, said Nasciano, nor let us seek to know 
more of this than pleases God. Then said the 
King, I beseech you come and eat with me to- 
morrow at ' the Fountain of the S.even Beeck 
Trees, where you will find the Queen and our 
company, and bring with you Esplandian and the 
Lioness, and your nephew, to whom I ought to show 
favour for the sake of Sargil his^father, who was a 
good Knight^ and served the King my brother 
well. 

The King then returned to his pavilion, he reached 
it two hours after noon, and there he found Don 
Galaor and Norandel, and Guilan the Pensive, 
who had just arrived with two deer, with whom 
he talked and made merry, but of his own adven* 
ture he said nothing -, then bade he the cloths 
be spread, but Don Grumedan came up and said. 
Sir, the Queen hath not yet eat, and she requests 
to speak with you first, for so it behoveth. Im« 
mediately he rose and went to her, and she showed 
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*hun a letter sealed with an emerald, tbroagh 

xvhich threads of gold were passed, and there were 

letters roand aboat it saying, thb is the teal of Ur- 

ganda the Unknown. Sir» quoth she^ as I came 

along the road a Damsel met us, richly attired upoa 

a palfrey, and a Dwarf with her upon a good 

horse. She rode by all my company, and dose by 

my dav^hter, without youchsafing a word to 

thena, but when I came up she said. Queen, take 

this letter, and read it with^ the King before you 

dine,'^ and then she and the Dwarf spurred away 

so fast that there was no time to ask her any thing. 

The King then opened the letter and read thus : 

To the most high and honoured King ListKtrte, 

I Urganda the Unknown, who love you, advise 
you to your benefit, that at the time when the 
hilt boy who has been nursed by three nurses shall 
appear you love him and cherish him well, for 
great joy shall he bring to you, and shall deliver 
you from the greatest danger wherein ever you 
were placed. He is of high lineage, and know 
King that from the milk of his first nurse he 
shall be. so strong and^erce of heart that his great 
feats in arms shall obscure all the worthies of his 
own time, and from his second nurse he shall be 
gentle and courteous^ and humble> and of all good 
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qu^ities^ anid from his third mane prodeot ancl olf 
good understandiiig^ and r'^ht catholtc> and of 
^r speech > therefore will he be beloved by al)^ 
«zk1 ho Knight ^U equal him. And his great 
deeds in arm9 sbBiW ail be empl(^d in the service 
of the Most High God^ despising that which other 
Knights of these days follow more for the honour 
and vain glory of this world than for the sake c£ 
conscience> so ^t he shall have Gknl on his right 
band and his Lady on his left. And I tell thee 
SQoreover good Kiog that this diM shall make 
peace between thee and Amadtt and his linsags^ 
which shall last all thy days> and which none 
other could do. 

When he had read this« the King blessed hinoseir 
and said^ the wisdom of this woman can neither be 
imagined nor expressed ! I have this day ibund 
the child of whom ^ speaks ! and witii that he 
told the CUieen what had happened, and how Nas* 
ci^moandthe boy would be with them oQithe 
norrow. Right joyful was Brisena to think she 
ihouki see that chiid^ and talk with that holy man 
about her conscience. Hie King then bade har 
•af nothing of all this, and he returned to his ten! 
to Uke ibod« there he told his Knights not ta go 
hunt the next day for he had a letter to lead tm 
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•them from Ui^guda the Unkaown, and be ankfw 
'ed the iumtmen to drire ail (lie beasts into a shel- 
taped valley and keep them there all the day : this 
illd he that they might not be 6righteoed by the 
Xiioness, So thus as jou hear they passed the day 
regaling themselves in that meadow which waa 
foil of flowers and of firesh green grass. 

On the morrow they all assembled in tlie King's 
tent and there heard mass. Lisuarte tlien took 
them to the Cltieen's Pavilion, which was pitdiei 
beside a fountain in a fresh meadow, for *it waa 
* the month of May. The curtains of the pavilion 
were open, so that the Princesses and Dames and 
Damsds of ii^h parentage were all secsi seated on 
tiie estradqs, and there the high-bom KiHghta 
went and conveised with them. Hie King then 
had tiie letter of Urganda read, whereat tibey were 
all greatlj amazed, marvdling what fortunate 
diild it nnght be, but most of aH Oriana mused 
theteon and sighed for her son, thinking that per- 
iisps thin might be he whom she liad lost. Wiiat 
think ye of tjm letter I said the King. Certot 
Shr, rqiited Don Oaiaor, I doubt not that what she 
sttth will come to pass, as it ever hath done, and 
how much soever others may xtgoice when ihm 
diild shall appear^ with teason shall laboveaU 
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others be glad> seeing that through him shall be 
accomplished the thing I most desire^ which is to 
see my brother Amadis and his kinsmen in your 
love and service once more, as t- ey were hereto-^ 
fore wont to be. Lisuarte answered, all .thi» 
is in the hand of God, be will do his service, an^^ 
we must be contented. While they were thus 
communing tliey beheld the hermit coming and his 
boys with him. Esplandian came first, leading 
the Lioness in a slender leash and the two SpanieJs 
coupled, and behind him was the holy man Nas* 
dano ^ then came £splandian*s foster brother 
Sargil, and two bowmen who had taught Esplan* 
dian in the mountain, and they brought upon one 
beast the stags whom Lisuarte had seen the 
Lioness slay, and on another two roe-bucks, and 
hares, and rabbits whom the boys and they had 
killed witli their arrQws. When they in the tents 
beheld such a company, and that great and terri* 
ble Lioness, they rose hastily and went to place 
themselves before the King, but he held out a 
wand and bade them remain in their places, saying 
that he who led this Lioness would defend them. 
It may be so, replied Don Galaor, but methinks 
we should have a weak defender in the huntsman 
who leads her if she should grow angry 3 this is ai 
oSkarveUous thing to see i 
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ThebqTsand the archers now ttopt to let die good 
nan go forward. Friends, said lisuarte, this is 
tibe hoLy man Nasciano who dwells in the moon- 
tain, let us go to him that be may give us his 
blessing. Th^ then "^ent and knelt before him» 
and the King said, servant of God and happy man 
give us your blessing ! he raised his hand and re- 
plied, receive it in his name as 6xnn a sinner ! 
The King then led him to Brisena -, bat when the 
women beheld that fierce Lioness looking at 
them and rolling her eyes round, her red tongue 
lolling out, and her teeth showing so sharp and 
strong they were greatly affrighted. The Queen 
ancl her daughter and all well welcomed Nasciano, 
and they were all amazed at the great beauty of 
the child, who went to the Queen saying. Lady, 
we have brought you this game. My good boy, 
said the King, divide it as you like, and this he 
said to see what he would do. The boy answer- 
ed, the game is yours, do you dispose of it. Nay, 
quoth the King, you shall divide it 5 the boy was 
abashed, and there came a colour like a rose into 
his cheek. Sir, said he, take you the stag for your- 
selves and your companions. He then went to 
the Queen,'who was talking with Nasciano, and 
kneeling down kissed her hands and gave her the/ 
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ioe*biK:ks ; tfaen looking on hb right be thought 
Ibat Qoue vbom he saw a^^ieared more worthy to 
be boaoured than Qriana his own mother viusa 
be did not know, and be gave her the partridges 
and rabbits, sajing. Lady we have slain no other 
game than this with our arrows. Fair chikl, re- 
plied Oriana, God speed you in your sport and in 
all else« Tl» Ki^ then called him, said Gs^aor 
and Norandel took him in their arms and ena* 
braced him as if the foaxc of kin were working in 
theou Lisuarta commanded silence and said to 
the good man, &tber and friend of Crod^ say now 
before all these what yon related to me ooacemmg^ 
^is child. The .good man then related bow 1^ 
had met the Lioness with, this child in her moiitb, 
carrying him home to her whelps, and bow by 
€rod*s mercy she laid ibc babe at his feet. And 
how richly he was clothed, and how the Lioness 
had suckled him first, and dien a ewe-sbeq>, till 
he had given him to a nurse, all as the history 
hath related it. But when Oriana and Mi^ilia and 
the Damsel of Denmaik heard this th^ kx)ked at 
each other, and their ^h trembled for exceed- 
ing joy, for they knew of a truth that this child 
was the son of Amadis, whom the Damsel had 
lost But when the hermit told g( the led«n c» 
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iia hicaat, and uncovered fak bnatt that aU nigjbl 
ve, tbfBn were tiic^ certain that this wa$ be> and 
the delight of their hearU was b6 greats ftat it can* 
not be expressed^ and abore all that of Oriana to 
heiKiM the dttld i«boiii she^ bad lost 

Then lisuarte asked the bojrs of Nasciano that ba 
mi^t hare tbem brou^t up» to the which tbo 
good man assented, seeing that God bad mado 
ttyaxk more for such a life Ifaan for one he coukl 
gire tbeia^ yet was it with great grief of, heart 
tiiat be consented^ and knowing the loneliness ho 
sbouM fed in losmg them, fer he loved Esplan-* 
^dian dearlf . When the Xhi^ bad them thus at 
his disposal he gave Esplandian to the Queen to 
serve Jier, and she socxi gave hm to her daiigfater 
-Oriana, gveatly rc^<»ced tbereat as she who had 
l»0ugkt bim forth. Thus was that child placed 
nnder bis mother*scarey he who had been in the 
Lioness's mouth. These ave the wonders of the 
Most High God the preserver of us all ! otli^r sona 
«f princes al& Is^t in silks, and nonsed with all 
blandishments and delicacies, and so carefully that 
th^ who tend them must neUber sleep nor iest« 
and yet with little hurt and alight ^ng they are 
taken oat of the world >. fer so God wiUs, and 
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felhen and tnolhers must receive his allotmetits ag 
what is just^ and thank him for% doing his own 
will, whiclji cannot err like ours. 

The Queen then confessed to that holy •man: 
Oriana did the same, and told him the secret of 
her love, and how that child was hers, and .-by 
what adventure she had lost him, a thing which 
till then she had never communicated, and she be* 
sought him to remember it in his prayersj much 
did the good man marvel to hear of such love in 
6ne of so high degree, who was above all others 
bound to give a good example, and he reproved 
her sharply, bidding hsr give over so great an 
enoT, else he would not absolve her, and her soul 
would be in great peril. But she weeping told 
him how when Amadis released her from Arca- 
laus she had received his pledged word as husband, 
as it ought to be 3 then was the hermit full glad, 
and he was .the means whereby many were deli- 
vered from cruel death that awaited them, as 
shall be seen hereafter. Then he absolved her, 
and appointed such penance as was convenient. 
He then took Esplandian to the King, and em- 
braced the boy and wept, saying, child of God, 
whom he gave me to bring up, may he guard and 
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rotect thee^ and make thee a good man for his 
oly service ! thea he kissed him and gave him 
is blessing, and delivered him to the King, and 
iking his leave he returned with the archers and 
le Lioness to his hermitage. 



▼•t. in. 
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CHAPTER g. 



You have heard how the Green Sword Knight re- 
solved to go through the Islands of Romania : there 
he went, redressing the oppressed, and quelling the 
proud, and passing through gre^t perils combating 
Knights and Giants, and suffering wounds and 
sickness at times, gaining great renown, yet neither 
danger nor toil abating the mortal grief which he 
endured for Oriana's sake. Thus as he wandered, 
having no rest either of body or mind, he came to 
a sea-port called Sadiana, opposite Greece ; the 
city was fairly situate at the extremity of the land, 
with gardens and high towers. Now because the 
day was yet before him he did not enter the city, 
but went about beholding it, for it was a goodly 
place, and he delighted to look at the sea, which 
he had not seen since he left Gaul, now naore than 
two years agone. Presently he saw, a grcit ( 
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pany of Kuigbts and Daiues and Damiirli goia^j 

along shore towards tlie town. Among them was 

a Lady most richly garmented, over whom they 

carried a rich cloih upon four rods/to defend her 

from the smi. The Knight of the Green Sword, 

who took httle pleasure in beholding company, 

but rather in going alone, and thmking upon hit 

Lady, turned aside that he might not meet them. 

Presently there came a Knight towards htm upoil 

a strong horse, well armed and shaking a lance as 

if he would have brc^en it 5 he was strong of 

body, and large limbed, and a good horseman, and 

with him came a Damsel of that company in rich 

attire. When he of the Green Sword saw that 

they made towards him he stopt, the Damsel came 

up and said, Sir, the Lady my mistress commands 

you to come before her. at her pleasure, and tliis 

she tells you for your profit. He, though the 

Damsel spake German, understood her well, for 

it was always his custom to learn the language of 

the countries which he passed through. Damsel, 

he replied, may Grod rant honour to your Lady 

and you, but tell me hat yonder Knight would 

have ? That matters not, she answered, do what I 

tell you. — That shall I not till you reply. — I must 

[ then answer against my will. When my Lady 

I flair you and the Dwarf with you she thought you 

i " 
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might be the strange Knight who has gone through 
this country^ doing such wonders in arms as had 
never till now been witnessed^ she therefore wish- 
ed to honour you, and to disclose to you a secret 
which hath hitherto been known to none. When 
yonder Knight understood her pleasure he said he 
would make you come to her command whether 
you would <Jr no, which he can well do, being the 
mightiest man in arms of all this land. I there- 
fore counsel you to leave him alone and come 
widi me. Damsel, quoth he, I am ashamed not 
to obey the command of your Lady, but I chase 
that you should see whether he can do as he hath 
said. She replied, I am sorry at this, for your 
courtesy hathmuch pleased me. 

Then she dq)arted and .he of the Green Sword 
rode on as before, with tliat the other Knight cried 
out in a Joud voice, you Sir Good-for-nothing who 
will not go wijth tlie Damsel ! alight directly, and 
with your shield reversed get up the wrong way 
upon your horse^ and take the tail for a bridle, and 
present yourself in that manner before yonder Lady, 
unless you chuse to lose your head 5— take your 
choice \ Certss Knight, replied he, it is not my in- • 
tenjdon to chuse either of these things : I rather 
chuse you should have the one. Quoth be, I shal^ 
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tnake thee, and with that he spurrevl his hors^, 
thiuking at the first encounter to boar lilm from 
the saddle, as he had done many others, for he was 
the best jouster far or near. The Knight of the 
Dwarf had taken his arms, and now went towards 
him being well covered with his shield. That 
joust was decided at the fij.'St meeting, for the 
lances brake, and the threatening Knight was borne 
to the ground ; he of the Green Sword had his 
shield and mail pierced, and the lance iron woiuid- 
ed his throat, so that he felt he should suffer much 
therefrom. He turned upon Brandasidel, for so 
was that Knight called, and seeing that he lay like 
one dead, bade Gaudalin take off his helmet and 
see if he was slain. He did accordingly, and then 
the Knight breathed and attempted to recover, but 
he could not. But then that other placed the 
point of the Green Sword at his face. You Sir 
Knight, who threaten and despise those whom 
you do not know, shall now either lose your head 
or pass through your own law ! He recovered his 
senses better with the fear of death, and hung down 
his head, — Will you not speak — I shall off with 
thy head ? Then he cried. Ah Knight, mercy ! I 
will rather obey you than die in such a state as to 
lose ray soul.— Be it done then forthwith ! Bran- 
dasidel then called his Squires and they placed him 
h3 
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Joackward upon his horse^ and reversed his shield 
round his neck^ and put the tail in his hand for a 
bridle, and in this plight they led him before that 
fair Lady, and through the town that all might see 
him, and that he might be an example to those 
who insult and dfespise those whom they do not 
know. Greatly did that Lady and her company 
and all the townsmen marvel at his overthrow, and 
the more therefore they pilaised his conqueror, 
believing now the wonders which they had heard 
spoken of him. 

This being done the Green Sword Knight went to 
the Damsel who had witnessed all, and said, now 
Lady D/imsel, if it pleases you I will obey your 
mistress. It does please me, quoth she, and so it 
will please my Lady Grasinda. So they went to- 
gether, and when he beheld that Lady be thought 
that since he had left his sister Melicia he had seen 
pone ISO fair, and she thought him the comeliest 
Knight that ever she had beheld. Sir, quoth she, 
I have heard of your great prowess, for by your 
P warf and your Green Sword 1 perceive that you 
are he who served King Tafinor of Bohemia so 
well, and who have since atchieved such wonders 
ill arms ; now I see you are wounded, and beseech 
you to be my guest here in this very town tliat you 
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txiay be healed $ you wDl not in aH this provisoe be 
so well lodged elsewhere. Lady, qooth he, te^- 
iog your good will I would obey yoo io a thing of 
toU ajod danger^ how much more bx thia which 
18 t0 me 8o necessary ! 

Tbcy then went toward the town ; an old Knight 
^w-ho led hec bridle gave it to him of the Green 
Sword to lead, and be rode forward to prepare the 
ftti:aDgor*8 lodging, for be waa that Lady*s steward. 
"When they entered the gptes the doors and win* 
clows were all filled with people crowding to seo 
this Lady, who was greatly beloved, and this KnigbC 
of whom they had heard so much 5 they thought 
him the handsomest and best made whom they 
had ever seen^ and deemed that he had performed 
never greater exploit than in discomfiting Bran- 
dasidel;, so much had he been feared. Thus they 
arrived at the palace, and there was he- lodged in a 
nch chamber, such as became the dwelling of such 
« Lady, and was disarmed, and his (lands and face 
washed from the dust, and they gave him a rose- 
coloured mantle. When Grasinda saw him thus 
attired she thought him more beautiful than she 

ihad believed moital man could be, and she sent 
for a master to heal his wounds, the best and skil- 
&llest in all those parts. He looked at the wound. 
IH 4. 
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•in his throat and said. Knight you are hurt in a 
dangerous part, and you must rest, otherwise you 
will be in great pain and danger. The Knight an- 
swered. Master, I beseech you by the feith you 
owe to God and to this your Lady, that, as sooQ as 
I am jn a state to ride, you let me know it, for it 
doth not befit me to rest or be at ease, till it shall 
please God to bring me there where my heart de- 
sires to be. And when he said this he~ could not 
restrain his tears, whereat he was ashamed, and 
wiped tliem hastily away, and made semblance of 
mirth. The Master then drest his wound ^nd gave 
him food such as was fitting. Then said Grasinda, 
rest now Sir and sleep, and we will go to our meal j 
we will see you when it is time, and do you bid 
your Squire ask freely for whatever is wanted ; 
with that they left him, and he remained thinking 
of Oriana, for in that thought ^jias aD his pleasure 
and delight though mingled with such pain. 

But when Grasinda had eaten and retired to her 
chamber, and was in her bed, she thought upon 
the beauty of the Green Sword Kniglit, and of the 
great feats which he had performed in arms j and 
though she was of such high degree, being niece to 
King Tafinor of Bohemia, and widow of a great 
Knight, with whom she had lived only one year. 
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having no issue, and though she believed him to be 
only an Errant Knight, she resolved to have him 
for her husband. But while she was devising how 
this might be brought about, she recollected hoNv 
she had seen him weep, and thought that that 
could only have been because of some woman 
whom he loved and could not obtain. Tliis made 
her pause and resolve to learn more concerning^ 
Ito. So hearing he was awake she went with 
her Ladies to visit him, as well to show him ho- 
nour as for the great pleasure she took in beholding 
him, and talking with him, nor had he less though 
for a very different cause. Thus she continued to 
be in his company, devising for him every pleasure 
that could be, till one day being unable to endure 
this longer she took Gandalin aside and said. Good . 
Squu-e, whom God bless and make happy, tell me 
one thing if you know it, and I promise you it 
shaH never be by me discovered. Do you know 
any woman whom your master dearly and affec- 
tionately loves ? Lady, replied Gandalin, I and this 
Dwarf have lived with him but a short time, serv- 
^g him for the great renown which we had heard 
of his great feats, and he told us never to enquire. 
^is name, nor any thing concerning him, unless 
we chose directly to be dismissed. But since we 
We been with him we have seen enough to be as- 
h5 
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sjured that he is the best Knight in the world : I 
know nothing more. The Dame then hung down 
her head and mused greatly. Gandalin beheld her, 
and suspecting that she loved hi% master wished to 
relieve her from a wish which never could be gra- 
tified, and he said to her. Lady, J often see him 
\veep, and that so bitterly that it can only be for 
extreme love, for that is an evil which neither 
strength nor courage can overcome. As God 
^hall save me, she replied, I believe you, and 
thank you for what you have told me 5 go to him 
now, and God help him in his wishes ! She then 
went to her woman resolving no longer to encou- 
rage those thoughts, for seeing how stedfast he was 
in his words and actions she believed he was not 
one who would be changed. 

Thus as you hear was he of the Green Sword at- 
tended in the house of that great Lady the fair and 
rich Grasinda, as though she had known him, in- 
stead of a poor Errant Knight, as he seemed to be, 
son of a great King, as in truth he was. Now 
when he felt himself able to bear arms ha ordered 
Gandalin to prepare for their departure, and he 
answered that all was ready. But while they 
were speaking Grasinda with four Damsels entered 
the apartment. He rose and led her to an cstrado^ 
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hich MFas covered with a cloth of sUk and gold^ 

id said to her^ my Lady, I am now in a state to 

•av^ j if any service of mine can afibrd you 

leasure^ willingly will I put it in action, for th« 

;reat honour which I have received at your hands. 

— Certcs Sir Knight of the Green Sword I believe 

vhat you say, and when I ask a return for tho 

pleasure and service you have received here, if any 

it have been^ then will I without hesitation or 

shame disclose to you that which hath hitherto 

been known to none : meantime tdl me I i»ray yoa 

whitherward you design to go.— Toward Greecs 

if it [^ease God, to see the manner of life among 

the Greeks and theu: Emperor^ of whom I have 

heard good things — ^Ilien I must help you in your 

voyage ; I will give yo>i a ship manned with good 

mariners to be at your command^ and v'^ctuaUed 

for a year 5 and I will give you Master Helisabad 

who cured your wounds, for such another in h\$ 

art cannot be found far or near, on -condition that 

if you be at your own disposal you will be in this 

town with me within a year. The Knight was 

light glad of this good offer ; my Lady, quoth he, 

if I cannot serve you for all these favours I shall 

hoi4 myself the unhappiest Knight in the world, and 

so in like manner if I should know that you hesitate 

h6 
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or shame to ask what you desire. Sir, she replied, 
when God shall bring you back from this voyage I 
will demand that which my heart hath long desired, 
and which will be to the advancement of your ho- 
nour, a]beit with some peril. — Be it so : and J trust in 
your wisdom that you will ask nothing which I 
may not rightfully perform. Do you then rest five 
days, said she, while every thing is prepared. At 
the end of that time the ship was ready, and the 
Knight embarked with Master Helisabad, in whom 
next to God he trusted for his safety. So they 
set sail, not straight to Constantinople, but to those 
Islands of Romania which he had not visited, and 
to the Islands of Greece, and there for a long time 
did.tliat Knight prove himself in abating the inso- 
lence of the haughty and against many Knights 
who came to try themselves against him, but he 
still won the victory and the praise from all 5 and 
Master Helisabad always healed his wounds. . But 
at length the mariners were weary of sailing thus 
from one Island to another and complamed to 
IV^ster Helisabad of their great fatigue, and he 
repeated it to the Knight, who bade them then 
steer directly for Constantinople, for by the time 
he had been ^o that city and could sail from it, the 
year would be expired. 
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We told you m the second book how £1 Patin went 
to prove himself against the Knights of Great Bri- 
tain, and how reckless of his former love to Queen 
Sardamira of Sardinia, he asked Oriana of her father 
in marriage, and how falling in with Amadis he 
was by him sorely wounded in the head. That 
woand brought him oftentimes to the pomt of 
death, so that he returned forthwith to Rome^ 
where he was soon chosen Emperor by reason of 
his brother*s death. But then thinking that he 
might more easily obtain Oriana, of whose love he 
nothing doubted, he determined again to ask her 
of King Lisuarte, and for this purpose to dis- 
patch his cousin Salustanquidio Prince of Calabria, 
a famous Knight in arms, and with him Broncadel 
of the Rock his high steward, and the Archbishop of 
Talancia, and a company of three hundred men, 
and the fair Queen Sardamira, with Dames and 
Damsels in her train to bring home Oriana. So 
they prepared to fulfil the Emperor's pleasure as 
you shall hear hereafter. 
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CHAPTER 10. 



The Green Sword Knight sailed with his companyr 
toward Constantinople, as you have heard, but 
suddenly the wind changed, and the sea became so 
high, that neither the strength of the ship nor the 
skill of the mariners could withstand it, and they 
were all in great peril of death. Eight days they 
drove about not knowing whither they went, the 
rain falling so heavy and the wind so violent, and 
the heaven so dark, that they, drenched in water, . 
and unable to rest, despaired of their lives. At 
length the vessel was driven ashore, it was night, 
and they were all greatly comforted as men who 
had escaped from death to life, but when morning 
brake the mariners saw they were upon the DeviFs 
Island, and began to beat their faces and lament 
that they were fallen into a worse danger than they 
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tiad escaped, and ^b/ey came to the Knight of the 
Green Sword in this guise without telling him 
mote. He enquired wherefore they were so tcr- 
rified, O Knight^ said they, we have not power to 
teU 70Q the cause is so great } let Master Helisabed 
speak ! he knows why this is called the Devil's 
Island. The Knight then encouraged the Master, 
who was in no less fear than they, and he at length 
shaking all over and faltering in his speech, ia 
great seriousness and fear said. You must know 
Sir Knight that a Giant called Bandaguido was 
lord of this Island, and he was so mighty that he 
made ail the neighbouring Giants tributary. Now 
he had to wife a Giantess who was gentle and wdl 
disposed, who, when her husband was slaying 
and destrojring the christians, always, as far as 
she could, took pity and relieved them. By this 
Dame Bandaguido had one daughter, so adorned by 
nature that in all the world there could not be 
found one of her rank and blood to equal her in 
beauty 5 but as great beauty is soon joined with 
vanity, and vanity with sin, this Damsel seeing 
herself so worthy to be loved, and that none for 
fear of her father durst pretend to her, at last as a 
remedy took to loving her own father with a most 
foul and shameful love, so that often when the 
wife had risen from her husband*s side the daugh- 
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ter would lay down by him sporting with Hira, and 
clipping and kissing him, whrch he at fitst received 
as caresses of a -daughter, but at length by long 
continuance of this, and her great beauty, and the 
want of all conscience and virtue in him, she ac- 
complished her wicked* will. From this great 
and abominable sin a worse arose, as often happens 
when men seek to remedy one sin by committing 
another, not knowing that the physic for sin is re- 
pentance, which obtains pardon from that Most 
High Lord, who for such sins placed himself upon 
the cross, whereon he died as very man and after- 
wards rose again as very God. For this unhappy 
<jiant and his daughter, being thus mutually ena- 
moured, he was told by the false idols whom he 



• De donde devemos tomar cnxemplo que ningun hombrc 
en esta vida tenga tanta confian9a de si mesmo, que dexe 
dc esquivar y apartar la eonversacion, y contratacion, no 
no solaraente de las parientas y hermanas, mas dt sus pro- 
prias hijas, porque esta mala passion venida en el estremo 
dc su natural encendrmiento, pocas vezcs el juyzio, la con- 
ciencia, el temor, son bastantes de le poner tal freuo con. 
que la retraer puedao. The moralization is more loathsome 
than the story. 
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worshipped, that if he married her^ the tierccst and 
f troDgest thing in the world should be by them 
begotten. Wherefore that unhappy daughter de- 
dermined to bring this to pass^ and one day when 
her mother^ who loved her better than herself, was 
walking in the garden this daughter called to her, 
sayii^ that she saw something odd m the well and 
bade her look, and as she was looking, violently 
poshed her in so that she was drowned. Then she 
cried out that her mother had fallen into the well, 
whereupon the Giant himself, who knew how it 
had been done, and all the men of the place gather- 
ed round, and they seeing their Lady dead whom 
they loved so well began to make great sorrow, 
fiut the Giant said, make no lamentation for so the 
Gods have willed, and I will take one to wife 
from whom such a one shall be born as will give 
us the mastery over all our enemies ; so they were 
all silent for fear, and he that day publicly took his 
daughter Bandaguida to wife, upon whom in that 
unhappy night a creature was begotten by the De- 
vil's ordinance, whom she and her husband-father 
brought up as you shall hear. This creature's face 
was all hairy and its body covered with scales, one 
lying over the other so hard that no weapon can 
pierce them y its legs and feet thick and strong, 
and from its shoulders there grew two wings so 
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large that they cover it down tor ihe feet, not of 
feathers but of a shaggy leather, black as pitch and 
shining, and so hard that they resist all arms, and 
with these wings the monster covert itself as with a 
shield, and froni under them come its arms which are- 
as strong as Lion*s paws, all covered with smaller 
scales, and its hands are like eaglets cl^ws, and 
their five talons so sharp and strong that there is 
nothing in the world so hard that they cannot 
pierce and tear it piece-meaL In each jaw it has 
two long teeth that grow out a cubit long, its eyes 
are round and huge and red like fire, so that at 
night they can be seen far away, and all fly before 
it. It bounds and runs so fast that no game, 
how fleet soever, can escape; it seldom eats 
or drinks, and sometimes goes without food feeling 
no pain of hunger 3 all its delight is to kill men 
and living animals. When it finds any Lion or 
Be^ who resists it, then it grows furious, and sends 
,9 smoke like 6ames of fire firom its nostrils, and 
JToars so horribly that all living things fly from it 
as from death, and its stench, is rank poison, and 
when it ruffles its scales, and gnashes its teeth, 
and shakes its wings, it is as if the earth shook.. 
They call it Endriago, said Master Helisabad, 
and it is such as I have described -, moreover be- 
cause of the sin of the Giant and his daughter thc^ 
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wicked toemy eatered it and hath greatly in* 
' cneased its force and crueltj. 

Much was the Green Sword Knight astonished at 
I this taJe. Master^ quoth he^ how could a thing so 
; <noDstroQs be bom of body of woman ? I will tell 
' jc^, he replied^ as I fpund it written in a book 
which the £niperor of Constantinople hath^ for 
this island was his till he lost it, not being able to 
destroy this Devil. You are to know that Banda* 
guida, finding herself pr^nant told the Giant, who 
greatly rgolced thereat, believing that what bif 
Gods had told him would assuredly come to passj. 
and he said that three or four nurses would be ne- 
cessary for the child as it was to be the strongest 
creature in the world ', but as this unborn creature 
was the work of the Devil it oftentimes made the 
Qiother fall sick, and her face and eyes became yel- 
low like poison, but she bore it all as good signs^ 
helieving also that the boy was to be the mightiest 
in the world, and if he should prove so she would 
then devise how to murder the father and oibxtj 
him in his stead. When her time came sh^ 
brought forth with little travail, for evil things al- 
way go on pleasantly till the end. The nurses 
took the babe, and seeing a thing so monstroos 
were fearfully dismayed; however fearing the 
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Giant*s anger the)rtook and swathed it in the ricfi 
cloatlis which had been prepared, and one of them 
having more hardiness than tlie other offered it 
the teat, which it caught and §ucked so furiously 
that the woman screamed out, and when they took 
the child aw^ay, fell down dead with the force of 
the poison. This was presently toW to the Giant, 
who then looking at his child marvelled to behold 
so monstrous a creature, and went to the temple 
to ask his Gods why they had given him such 
issue. These Idols were three in number, the one 
like a man, the other as a lion, the third after the 
manner of a griffin. So when he had made his 
sacrifices he asked why they had sent him such a 
ehlld^ and the man-idol answered, so it behoved 
the child to be, that as its actions were to be 
Strange and marvellous so should itself be, espe- 
cially for destroying the christians who seek tO' 
destroy us,- and for this I gave it my likeness, in 
giving it a free will like man, which the beasts 
possess not. The other Idol answered, I gifted it 
with a strength and courage such as we Lions^ 
possess, and the third said, I gave it wings and 
talons such as no other creature in the world hath, 
and fleetnes§ beyond all others. How shall I feed 
it, said the Giant, seeing that the nurse wha 
suckled it fell down dead ? they answered, make 
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I Hie other two -nurses give it the teat and they Will 
die alsoj but the fourth shall suckle it with milk of 
I yoQi flocks for a year^ and in that time it shall 
' wax as great^ and as fair as we ourselves are who 
I We made it be begotten, but take heed that nei« 
ther thou nor thy wife, nor any other except the 
Dorse, see it during that year. The Giant ac- 
cordiDgly did as these Idols commanded, and in 
tiiis wise was the monstrous beast brought up. 
When the year was past the Giant, who under* 
stood from the nurse that it was grown monstiDus 
great, and who heard its strong and terrible voice, 
resolved with his daughter, who war his wife, to 
go see it -, so they entered the chamber where it 
was bounding about, but the monster, as soon as it 
Wield its mother, leaped at her and with its claws 
cut her nostrils open, and tore out her eyes, so that 
she dropt down dead. The Giant drew his sword to 
^^7 it but it gave him such a wound on the 
^ as tore it off and he fell and died speedily, 
tHeo it leapt over him, and having poisoned all 
the people in the Castle with its breath, took to 
^ing and Aed among the mountains. It was not 
long before the Island was dispeopled, they who 
could, fljdng by sea, and the rest being by it slain, 
and thus hath it remained for forty yean. 
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Great things fiast tboa told -nje Master! quoth 
the Knight of the Green Sword, and the Lord our 
€rod is of long suffering with those who oficnd 
ktm, but if they do not amend at last the judgment 
waxieth heavier like the sin. Now I beseech y%u 
^ mass betimes, for I wiU go see this Island, and 
if it please Grod to assist me, restore it to his ser- 
tice. The remaining part of the night the mari- 
Bers passed in great fear, as well of the sea, whick 
was still raging, ad of the Endriago, thinking that 
k w6uld come upon them from a Castle hard at 
hand where it sometimes lodged. At morning 
4he Master sung mass, and the Knight haying 
humUy heard it besought God to help him in this 
great dsmger which he undertook for his sake, or if 
it was hfs pleasure that he should then meet his 
death, to have mercy upon his soul. Then he 
armed himself and made his horse be landed, and 
took Gandalin . with him, saying to the sailors, 
friends, I will go into yonder Castle, and if 1 find 
the Endriago there I will fight it, and if not will 
see if the Castle be in such state that you can lodge 
in it tin the weather be abated, mid I will then 
seek this beast among the mountains 5 if I escape 
from it I wiH return to you, if I do not come back 
do ye as ye shall think best. At this were they 
all sorely dismayed, for they, even where they 
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birdie, cxnM dpt eodore the fcter of the Endriago, 
aod Master Helisabad^ who was a man of kanung 
and a priest of the mass, dissuaded him all he 
could, sajriDg that such things weve against the na- 

tare of man, and that he ought to gite up the thought 
lest he should fall . into the gtnlt of self-murder $ 
but the Kinght <^ the Green Sword repKed, that if 
be entertained an^ thought like that he must ha^e 
given up the quest of adventives altogether, it be- 
came him to kill this monster or die in the enter- 
prize. Then he saw that Grandaltn, whiie he wte 
thus talking, had armed himsebl to assist him, and 
was on horseback lamenting greatly ^ and he said 
to him, who has toki thee to do tins thing ? dis-^ 
arm thyself ! for if thou dost thus to serve and 
help me, that is not to be done b^ losing thy own 
ii&, hut by preserving it that thou mayest relato 
the manner of my death in that place from whence 
chiefly I receive it. So making him disarai ho 
went with him to the Castle. 

Ih found the Castle desolate, none but birds faitw 
iag their home therein, but there weire good 
•dwellings there, aibeit somewhat ruinous, and the 
4eors had chains and bars whesrewitb the men 
might secure themselves 3 at this being full glad 
he bade Gandalin call them, and they, though i^^ 
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great fe^ of the Endriago^ went into tine Cas(t]e^ §ot 
the.^orm still continued. Good friends^ then said 
the Knight, I shall go seek the £ndriago> if it f^ls 
out well^ Gandalin shall wind his hora^ and then be 
ye assured that the beast is dead and I Hving ; if 
the chance be against me there will be no need to 
make any sign ', do ye therefore bring food from 
the galley to last ye till the storm abates^ and se- 
cure yourselves here. Then the Knight of the 
Green Sword d^arted leaving them all lamenting^ 
but the lamentations and bitter grief of Ardian the 
Dwarf cannot be expressed^ he tore his hair and 
beat his face^ and dashed his head against the wall 
calling himself wretched^ that his fortune had 
ipade him serve such a master^ for hie had been a 
thousand tinies brought to the point of death ia 
beholding his feats^ and now he was about to at- 
tempt what the Emperor of Ck)nstantinople with 
all his power could not effect ! so he went up 
upon the walls like one out of his senses ^nd look- 
ed after his master. Master Helisabad. made an 
altar be erected and placed the relics there which he 
biad brought to enable him to say mass, and n^ade 
aU the men take each a wax taper in his hand, and 
kneel round die altar and pray to God to preserve 
that Knight, who for his service and their sakes^ 
lvu>wingly exposed himself to death. 
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: tlie GrecxL Sword Kiugfat rode on snd Ganda- 
followed him weepings for sure he thought 
t his Master'« days would this day have their 
i. The Knight tamed to him — my good bro- 
;r hast thou so little foith, in God and in the 
jht of my Lady Oriana, thatt thou despairest 
us ? Not only is her recollection present to me 
>w but ha: very person^ and I see her beholding 
e and telling meio defeini her from this foul mon< 
er. What then my true friend ought I to do ? for 
er life and death are mine, and the bare memory of 
er has made me go through all that I have yet per- 
3rmed, how then will this actual vision enable 
ne > and with these thoughts his courage was so 
tindled that he thought he was long in finding the 
findriago. By this he came to a valley in the moun« 
tain, a wild and craggy and deep place. Shout 
Gandalin, said he, that the Endriago may hear 
thee, and if I should die here T pray thee endeavour 
to carry to ray Lady Oriana that which is entirely 
her own — my heart, and tell her I sent it to her 
that I might not have to give account to God for 
retaining that which was another's. When Gan-, 
dalin heard this he not only called out aloud but 
began to shriek and tear his hair, hoping to die 
himself before he saw the death of his Master, 
whom he loved so dearly, and it was not long be- 
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ibre they saw the Endriago .come bounding over 
the rocks^ but fiercer and more terrible than ever 5 
and the reason was, that the Devils seeing hpvsr 
this Knight put more trust in his Mistress Oriana 
than in God had power tliereby to enter it and 
make it more terrible than before, thinking that 
rf tliat Knight perished there would be none other 
50 bold as^to attack this monster. 

The Endriago came on breathing smoke and fiames 
of fire in its fury, and gnashing its teetli and 
foaming, and ruffling its scales and clapping its 
wings that it was horrible to see it, and when the 
Knight saw it and heard its dreadful voice he thought 
all that had been told. him x^s^njtWng to what the 
truth was, and the monster bg a ndSi towards them 
more eagerly because it was long since it had 
seen living man. But the horses took fright at 
seeing it and ran away in spite of all the Knight 
and Gandalin could do, so the Knight dismounted 
and said, brother, keep you aloof that we may not 
both perish, and see what success God will give me 
against this dreadful Devil, and pray to him to help 
me that I may restore this Island to his service^, or 
if lam to die here to have mercy upon my souLj 
for. the Jest do as I have said before. But Ganda- 
lin could not answer for exceeding agony, for as- 
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vtfedly he thought his Master's death was certain^ 
unless it pleased God miraculously to deliver him. 
The Green Sword Knight then took his lance and 
covered himself with his shield^ and went against the 
Endriago as a man already dead but without fear. 
The Devil seeing him come on snorted out fire 
and smoke so black and thick that they could 
scarcely see one another^ and he of the Green 
Sword went on through the smoke and drove at the 
monster with his lance, and by great good fortune 
pierced it in the eye -, it caught the lance with 
its talons and bit it into pieces, and the iron and 
a fragment of the stave remained driven on through 
its tongue and the skin of the throat, for it had 
•pmng on upon it tliinking to seize tlie Knight 
bat he defended himself with good heart seeing his 
exceeding peril, and the shock of tins wound re- 
pelled the monster, and the blood ran fast, and with 
the shrieks it gave it ran down its throat and al- 
most choaked it, so tliat it could neither close its 
mouth nor bite with it, the Knight then drew his 
Green Sword and struck at it, but the blow fell 
upon its scales, and felt as though it had fallen 
upon a rock and it made no impression ; the En- 
driago thought then to grasp him, but only 
caught his shield which it plucked so fiercely 
that he fell upon his hands, but he recovered while. 
l2 
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'V^ith Its talons thexBonster rent (he ihiddto pieces* 
^etbeojieeing thathis shield was gone^and that kis 
^good sword availed bim nothings Imew that he had 
.no hope unless he could strike the other eye. Komr 
the £ndriago was iaant and weak with its wound* 
and our Lord having wrath that the wioked one 
liadso long had the dominion over those who, 
sinners as they were, believed bis holy catholick 
£uth, was pleased to give the Knight strength and 
especial grace to perform what else could not by 
course of nature hi^ve been done. He aimed hk 
8wc»:d at the other eye but Ood guided it to- one of 
the nostrils^ for they were large and spreading, 
and so hard he thrust that it reached the brain, the 
Endriago itself forcing it on, for seeing him sa 
near it grappled with him and plucked him to- 
wards itself, and with its dreadful talon <rent away^ 
the arms from his back, and crushed theBesh and 
bones to the very entrails, but then being sufibcat- 
ed with its own blood, and the sword being in its 
Ivain, and above all the sentence of Ood being 
passed upon it, its grasp relaxed and it fell 
like one dead, and the Knight plucked out his 
sword and tbmst it down its throat till he killed 
the monster. 

But before its soul departed the Devil Jew from. 
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5 fttoath and went tfaroagh the air with a gtcaf 
wander-clap, and they of the Gaitle beard it at if 
lo«e to them, and, though harred and bolted in at 
hcj vrere, tliey feared greatly for their livea, and 
f the sea had not been so stormy they would have 
-on ta thdr ships, howbeit they prayed earnestly 
to God for the good Xnight who was engaged id 
so terrible a battle. Now he, when the Endriago 
was 'dead, drew back and went toward Gandalin, 
but he coaM not bear his wxnind longer Ind reeled 
Old Ml beside a little brook. When Gandalin 
came xxp and saw how he was ixrounded he verily 
bdieved him slain, and fell from his horse and be- 
gan to tear his hair and shriek; the Knight at 
this somewhat recovered and said. Good brother 
and my true friend you see I am slain 5 I beseech 
you, by the fostering I received from your parents, 
and by the true love which 1 have ever, borne you, 
Aat so soon as I be dead you take my heart to my 
Lady Oriana, and tell her to preserve it for his sake 
whose it was, for in so doing my soul will receive 
comfort ! this was all he could say ; . Gandalin did 
not stay to answer but went to horse and galloped 
as fast as he could, and coming on the hill- top he 
wound his horn as loud as he could wind it, in 
I token that the £ndrlago was dead ; that sound Ardian 
the Dwarf^ who was on the towet, heard, and he 
i3 
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<ried out to Master Helisabad to goliclp Lis Master 
for the moDster-was slain. He took what wai 
needful and mounted and galloped that way, where 
presently be met Gandalivi who cried, for 6od*s 
sake help my Master ! the Endriago is dead. 
Eight joyfully did he spur onward, not knowing in 
what plight the knight was, whom he found sense- 
Jess and giving pitiful groans. How now Sir 
Knight ? quoth he, where is your great courage 
gone now when you so need it } fear not, for here 
am I your good friend and true sen'ant Master Hie* 
lisabad to help you ! the Knight heard him and 
c^)ened his eyes and raised his arm as if to embrace 
him. Then the Master took off his cloak and 
spread it on the gronnd and he and Gandalln laid 
the Knight upon it, and disarmed him 5 but wJien 
the Master saw the wound, though he was the best 
in the world for such needs, and had seen so many 
cruel wounds before, he w^s dismayed and feared 
for his life ; however he resolved to do his best, as 
one who loved him as Ihe best Knight in the 
world, and looking more closely he found that the 
flesh and bones only had suffered, but that the en- 
trails were unhurt. At this he had greater hope, 
and he set the bones and ribs and sewed up the 
flesh, and placed such salves and bandaged the 
whole body so well that the blood was staunched^ 
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%d die breath did not come through the wound, 
> that the Knight recovered itrcngth to speak, 
nd opening his eyes said, O Lord God Almighty, 
\^ho for thy great mercy didst come mto the 
Korld and take flesh of the Virgin Mary; and to 
open the gates of paradise Mrhich were shut, didst 
suffer so many injuries and death at last from that 
cursed and unhappy race, I beseech thee. Lord, as 
one of the vilest of sinners, to have mercy upon 
my soul, for my body is condemned to tlie earth ! 
Sir Knight, quoth the Master, it pleases me to hear 
you, for remedy must con^ &om him of whom 
you ask it in the first place, and in the second from 
me who am his servant f ^r not, for on my life I 
will answer for yours I then he took a sponge that 
was steeped in a confection good against the poi- 
son, and placed it at his nostrils whereby he greatly 
recovered, and Gandalin knelt down and kissed 
the Master's hand beseeching him to save his 
Lord. He tlien bade Gandalin ride in speed to 
the Castle and bring men and a litter to convey the 
Knight there before the night- fall. Away rode 
Gandalin, and they made a litter the best they 
could with boughs and carried the .Green Sword 
Knight thereon upon their shoulders to the Castle, 
and made for him a bed as well as tliey could with 
the rich linen which Grasinda had sent aboard, but 
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he was senseless and knew not wliat they did, and 
groaned all night with the torment of his wounds^ 
and had no power to speak. The Master had his- 
own bed placed bj him to comfort hun» and from 
time to time applied such excellent and fitting me^ 
dicines to draw out the poison of the Endriago that 
by day-break he brought him to a sweet sleep, 
such good things did he adm^nister^ and he ordcrr 
ed ail the men to withdraw that no noise might be 
made to awakea him. After a long sleep the 
Knight started and cried out aloud^ GandaL'n ! 
Gandalin ! take care of thyself or that foul Devil 
will slay thee ! The Master went immediately to 
him smiling, and with a better face than heart, for 
he still feared for his> life -, if you took care of 
yourself as he does Sir, quoth he, your renown 
would not liave spread so over the world. But 
then he knew the Master and said, where are we ^ 
for he was yet beside himself. That day the 
Master displayed his skill sa^well, as being natur* 
ally the best leech in the world, that by vespers 
the Knight was in his full senses, and knew all 
around him, and the Master then saw by the ap- 
pearance of the wounds, that through his great 
cunning, and above all by the great mercy of God, 
his life was safe. When the men heard this they 
gave thanks to God with exceeding joy, but aboi^fr 
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U was the jay of Gandalin and the Dwarf^ who 
3vcd him from their inmost hearts. They then 
11 camtf roond Gaadalin beseeching him to tell of 
he battle how it had passed^ that they might be 
ible to relate the manner of 80 rare a feat of chi- 
raky 5 this Gandalin said , he would willingly do, 
on condition that the Master would first adminis- 
ter an oath to hhn upon the holy Gospels, that they 
might believe the truth of what he should say and 
faithfully commit it to writing, that the remem* 
branee of so signal an atchievement might not be 
lost. Master Helisabad then administered the 
oath that the thing might be certainly believed, 
and Gandalin recounted, all the circumstances of 
.the battle. When he had finished they said they 
would all go and see the Endriago, for when they 
removed the Kn^ht they had not thought of look- 
ing for it in the thicket, where it had ^len. 
So the Master gave them all certain confections 
good against the poison, but when they saw the 
monster they were more than ever astonished and 
could scarcely believe that heart of mortal man 
could have courage to attack such a Devil's work. 
Twenty days the Knight remained in that Castle 
not being able to leave his bed, at length Master 
Helisabad thinking him enough recovered to be re- 
moved on board, asked him whither he would go^ 
I 5 
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for some things were necessary for his full rcc<w 
very which could not there be procured. Oh my 
true friend, said the Knight, what guerdon can I 
make you for the great service you have done me, 
being only a poor KDight with nothing but a horse 
and these broken^ anns ! Sir, replied the Master, 
I expect greater guerdon from you than King or 
great Lord could give me, the succour that so many, 
distressed ones will receive from you, whereof I 
under God shall have been the cause ! The Knight 
was abashed to hear himself thus praised. Since 
the weather is changed, said he, let us proceed to 
Constantinoplej great desire have I to see that great 
Eraperor, that if it please God that I should ever 
return there where my he^rt desires, I may bav$ 
strange things to relate, such as can only be seen ii^ 
«uch places. 
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CHAPTER 11. 



Then said Master Helisabad, Sir, you should write 
to the Emperor and tell him what hath befallen, 
and we must send to Constantinople for some 
things needful for you on the way. Master, re- 
plied the Knight, I have never seen him and know 
him not j do you now what seemeth good. So 
Master Helisabad wrote to the Emperor relating all 
what had happened, and requesting on the part of 
the Knight who had recovered the Island for him 
from the power of that Devil, that he would be 
pleased to call it thenceforth the Island of St. 
Mary. This letter he gave to a Squire who was 
his kinsman, and he forthwith embarked taking 
with him as many mariners as were needful, and 
the time being fair in three days they took port at 
Constantinople. The Squire went straightways 
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to the palace of the Emperor, whom he found at^ 
tended by many good men, as befitted one so great, 
and falling on his knees before him he said, your 
servant Master Helisabad sends to kiss your feet, 
and to deliver to you this letter whereby you will 
receive great pleasure. When the Emperor had 
read the letter he was greatly astonished and cried 
out aloud. Knights, such strange tidings are come 
to me as till now I never heard spoken of ! Then 
drew near to him his nephew Gastiles, son to the 
Dutchess of Gajaste his sister, who was a good Knight 
and young, and Count Saluder brother to the fair 
Grasinda, and the other Knights. Sirs, quoth the 
Emperor, the Knight of the Green Sword hath 
slain the Endriago, and if all the world, does not 
marvel at this what shall surprize ns ? then he 
showed them the letter, and made the Squire re* 
kte every thing more fully as one who had been* 
present. Certes Sir, said Gastiles, this is a great 
miracle ! for I never yet heard tell of mortal man 
who fought the Devil except the Saints with their 
spiritual arms, who with their sanctity might well, 
dojt. Since such a man is eome into your coun* 
try it would be against reason not to do him great? 
honour. Nephew you say well, replied the Em- 
peror, do you and Ct)unt Saluder prepare vessels- 
and go bring him here, and take with you Masters 
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trfiso 111^7 paint the Endriago to the liie> fbr I w31 
liave it cast in metal^ and the Knight who fo^ight 
rt^ both of their natural »ize^ and I will have these 
images set up upon the spot where the battle was 
fought^ aikL the whole* manner of it written upon 
a table of Copper and the name of the Knight. 
And I ivill build a monastery there for religious- 
friars, who shall bring that Island again to the ser- 
▼ice of God, for the peoplb round about have been 
greatly hurt by the cursed sight of that wioked'. 
ene. 

Eight ^d were aH they to hear the Emperor speak 
BO honourably, and above all Gastiles and the 
Marquis because they should see the Endriago. 
So they took shij^ing and past over to the Island 
of St Mary, as it was now to be called. The Green 
Sword Knight hearing who were come, adorned 
his apartment the best he could to receive them^ 
and, for he was now able to walk a little in his 
chamber, went as fat as he tould to bid them 
welcome, and made them be seated on the estrados 
which he had prepared for them, and when he 
learnt how Gastiles was brother to Grasinda, he 
dianked him for all the favours he l>ad received 
from his sister, and above all for the help of Mas- 
ter Helisabad^ without whom he must needs have 
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perished. So when they bad delivered their bid^ 
ding they said they would go see the Eridriago* 
Sirs, said the Master, ye must take with ye some 
defence against its poison. Good friend, they re* 
plied, m that you must help Vis j that shall I do, 
quoth he, and he gave them certain small boxes to 
smell to while they looked at it. GandaUn went 
with them to show the place, but when they saw 
the Endriago they^were more than ever amazed, 
not thinking that there had been such a monster 
either on earth or in hell, and Gastiles said, we ought 
not to praise the courage that dared attack such a 
monster, for it is so great that it is not to be attributed 
to man but to Grod alone. The Masters then paintr 
cd the Endriagato the life for they were singular 
in their art. Three days they remained seeing that 
island which was a fair land j on the fourth day 
they all embarked, and in short time havened at 
Constantinople under the Emperor*s palace. The 
windows were soon filled, all being eager to sec 
the Knight of the Green Sword, and the Emperor 
sent horses to the shore for them. At this time 
had the Knight greatly recovered his beauty as 
well as strength ; he was right richly apparelled in 
garments which the King of Bohemia had given 
him, and round his neck was hanging that strange 
and beautiful Green Sword which he had woaby 
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his true and perfect love ; which, when he beheld it 
made him remember the time when he gained it, 
and the happiness in which he then was at Mira- 
fiores, and made him oftentiraet shed tears that 
were painfhl as well as delightful. 

The Emperor and his train went out to meet them ; 
Aen would the Knight have alighted to kiss his 
hand but the Emperor prevented that, and went to 
him and embraced him and said, hj mj faith 
Knight of the Green Sword and my good friend, al- 
though God hath made me so great, and though I 
am of the lineage of those who have hetd such domi- 
nion, more do you deserve glory than me ! for you 
have gained it by such perils as never other went 
through, and I possess that which came to me 
sleeping and without desert \ The Knight replied, 
things that are bounded Sir may be requited, but 
so cannot this praise which it hath pleased you in 
your great goodness to bestow. Thus commun* 
ing they turned to the palace, he of the Green 
Sword beholding that great city as he went, and 
the strange and marvellous things therein, and the 
crowds who came to see him, and humbly in his 
heart he gave thanks to God for guidiiig him to 
such a place where he received so great honour 
from the greatest of all the Christians. All that he 
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Bad seen eliewbere appeared nothing in comparisoQ'^ 
to what he beheld here^ but much more did he 
n^rvd when he entered the great palace, for it^ 
seemed as if all the riches of the world were col- 
lected there. The^e was an apartment there where- 
in the Emperor wag accustomed to lodge such great 
lords as came to visit him, the fairest and most' 
delightful in the world, not only for the rich things- 
therein but also for fountains of watery and strange * 
trees, and tliere he bade the Kinight remain and' 
Master Helisabad with 'him, and Gastiles and tbe- 
Marquis-Saluderitol>ear him oompanjv 

But if he marvelled at seeing the greatness of thali 
city and the number of its dwellers, nouch more 
did they wonder to beliold how comely he was,. 
Jcnowingwhat he had atchieved, and never wag ^ 
King or Knight of foreign lands so commended $ , 
Ihe Emperor went to the Empress and said, the 
Knight of the Green Sword is varrived of whom W9 
have heard such wonders, and for the vervice which 
he hath done us reason it i& that we should, do him^ 
great honour, now then order that your house 
may be so set in order, that wheresoever he go he 
may truly speak in my praise, and let him sec your 
Dames and Damsels all so adorned as becomes 
those who serve so high a Lady. In God's name^ 
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she repFied) all shall be done as you commaiMK 
on the morrow the Knight and Master Helisabad 
and the Marquis and Gastiles heard mass in the 
Emperor's chapel, and then all went to visit the 
Empress, but before they came to her they found 
Che Dames and Damsels all in their best attire who 
made way for them to pas». That house was so 
rich and somptuoosly filled, that except the For* 
bidden Chamber in the Firm Island, the Knight 
had never seen other such 5 his eyes were even 
wearied with beholding so many women and so 
fair, and the marvdJous things around* So going 
to the Empress, wha was on her estrado, he knelt 
before her and said. Lady, I bless God foe bringing 
me where I may see you and your great state, and 
how far you are above all other Ladies in the 
world, and I thank you much ^r desiring to see 
me } may it please God that I naay one day do 
you some service in requital for the favour ! if I 
err Lady in expressing what my will and my tongue 
would say, pardon me, for this language is strange 
to me and I have not long learnt it from Master 
Helisabad. The Empress then took him by the 
hand and made him rise and sit by her, and she 
conversed with him upon such subjects as so great 
a Lady ought to converse upon with a strange 
Knight whom, she did not know, and he so do^ 
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raeaned himself in hU speech that the Empresf, 
who was a. right prudent woman, said within her* 
self, his courage and strength cannot be so great 
but, that his discretion is greater. 

Meantime the Emperor was upon his seat talking 
and laughing with the Dames and Damsels, as one 
who was greatly beloved by them for showing 
them great favours and bestowing them wdll in 
marriage. Then said he in a loud voice. Honoured 
Dames and Damsels, ye see here the Knight of the 
Green Sword your loyal servant ! honour him and 
love him, as he hath you and all like you, in 
whose service he hath many times been brought to 
tiie point of death. God honour and love and re* 
^ite him. Sir I quoth the Dutchess, the mother of 
Gastilesf the Emperor then sent two Infantas, 
^ildren of Barandel King of Hungary, to bring his 
daughter Leonorina 5 presently they led her in, and 
though she was most richly dressed yet was all that 
as nothing to her exceeding beauty,for there was not 
a man in the world who could behold her without 
wonder and delight She being a little girl of not 
more than nine years old went and kissed the 
hand of her mother and then sat down below her. 
But when the Knight of the Green Sword sa\ir 
her how beautiful, she was^ he remembered his owa 
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Liady, and how she was of that age when he first 
saw her^ and they first began to lore> and then re- 
collecting all, he lost all sense of what was present^ 
and the tears came into his eyes. Howbcit pre- 
sently recovering and in great shame he wiped 
away the tears and made good semblance, but all 
had seen him, and the Emperor became very de- 
szrons to know ^hy he had wept, seeing that such 
a thing in such a place would have been thought 
wrong even in a woman, and that in such a 
Knight it could not be without great cause and 
mystery. What can this mean ? said Gastiles, 
The Emperor replied, I think it must be the force of 
love. — If you would know none can tell you but 
JMaster Helisabad, in whom he puts his confidence. 
The Emperor then sent for Master Helisabad, and 
bidding all others withdraw to a distance, asked 
him if he knew wherefore the Green Sword 
Knight had wept, and if he stood in any need 
"wherein he could help him. Sir, replied the Mas- 
ter, he is the man in this world who best conceals 
that which he wishes to be secret. I have often 
seen him weep and sigh as though his heart were 
bursting, and verily believe it is with great love, for 
if it were for other causes sure am I that he would 
have revealed it to me. Certes, quoth the Em- 
peror, I believe it is as you say j. and if it be fo^ 
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love of woman> would to God she were one ih my; 
dominions/ for such possesgions could I give him 
that tho-e should be neither King nor Prince who 
would not joyfully give me his daughter for fai» 
wife. This would I willingly do to have him formj 
vassal^ for whatever good I could bestow upon him 
he could more than requite with hit services. I 
beseech you persuade him to remain with me an^ 
I will grant him whatever he may ask >. then hav- 
nig mused awhile he said^ go to the Empress and. 
whisper to her to persuade the Knight to remain 
Here, and do you. advise him so to do for my sake, 
while I do what hath just occurred to my thoughts. 
The Emperor then called his daughter Leonorina 
and the two Infantas and spake to them awhile^ 
hut no one heard what he said, and when he had 
ceased speaking Leonorina kist his hand and went 
to her chamber. 

But neither the Empress nor Master Helisabad. 
could prevail upon the Knight to abide in that 
court, for though that would be the most honoura- 
ble course he could pursue during the life of King 
Berion his father, he could have no r^st or peace 
except in the thought of returning, toward that 
land where his dear Lady Oriana dwelt. The Em- 
press made a sign that she could.uot succeed, the' 
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Emperor then went toward him and said^ Knight 
4>£ the Green Sword^ if by any means 70U could be 
persuaded to remain with me, there is nothing ia 
my power which you could ask and I refuse. Sir, 
replied the Knight, such is your goodness that I 
•should not dare to ask what you would grant, but 
this is not in my power, if I should consent death 
would not long leave me in your service. The 
JBmperor then verily believed that only love could 
be the cause (^ this. At this time the fair Leono- 
rina entered the hall, having a rich crown upon her 
bead and another far richer in her hands, and she 
came up to the Knight and said. Sir Knight of 
the Cjreen Sword, I have never yet asked boon of 
Qther than my -^ther, and now I ask one of you, ^ 
tell me that you grant it ! -He knelt before her and 
said, good Lady, who is he of so little understand- 
ing that he would fail to obey your command, 
having power to ob^ it ? Now then demand what 
you will, which even to death shall be performed. 
Thank you, replied the Princess, I shall ask of 
you three boons, and with that taking the crown 
from her head,— this is one -, you shall give this 
o-own to the fairest Damsel whom you know, and 
tell her I sent it h^, though I know her not, for 
such presents as this we use to' bestow in our coun- 
try. Then she took the othe* crown, which was 
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dgbl ricbly set With pearls and preciou& stones^ . 
three of which id particular shone so that they would 
give light in any chamber how dark soever, and 
giving it to the Knight said^ thb you shall give to 
the fairest Dame whom jou know^ and say I sent 
it to her that I might know her ; this is the se- 
cond boon : now before I ask the third tell me how 
yott will obey these ? He took the first crown and 
placed it upon Leonorina*s own head — I give this, 
said be, to the fairest Damsel whom I know, the 
which, if any one gainsay, I will prove her so to be 
in arms. At this were all well pleased, and so was 
Leonorina herself, although shamefaced at hearing 
her own praise, and they all said that he had fairly 
acquitted the first demand ; but the Empress said, 
certes Knight of the Green Sword, I would rather 
have those whom you have overcome by arms thaft 
those whom my daughter can overcome by beauty ! 
then was he also abashed at his own praise from so 
high a Lady, and answered nothing, but turning 
to Leonorina said. Lady mine, will you ask the 
third boon ? she replied, yes 5 tell me wherefore 
you wept, and who is she who hath so great power 
over you and your heart. But then the Knight's 
colour changed and his chearful countenance, so 
that all could see he was distressed by that de- 
mand. Lady, said he, if it please you forego this 
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iquestion^ and ask s<xnething whidi shall be more 

to your service. She answered, this and nothing 

else is what! require ! bat he hung down his head 

and mused awhile, so that all knew how unwilling 

he Mras to reply. At length he looked up chear* 

fully at Leonorina and said. Lady, since I cannot 

otherwise acquit myself of my promise I must 

needs say, that seeing you when you first entered, 

n^hat you were and at what age, a recollection 

came upon me of other times that were full 

happy, but have now past away, and this was what 

made me weep. But tell me^ quoth she, who is she 

that hath such command over your heart ? It is my 

great ill-fortune, replied the Knight, that your 

gentle courtesy, which hath never failed towards 

another is against me now ! I must obey greatly 

against my will. Know then that she whom I 

love is the same person to whom you €end this 

crown, to my thoughts the fairest Dame of aH 

whom I have ever yet seen, and I verily believe of 

all in the world, and now for God's sake Lady seek 

to know no factlier from me, for T am acquitted 

of my promise. You are acquitted, replied the 

Emperor, but in such wise that we are nothing 

the wiser. I have said more than ever passed my 

lips before, quoth the Knight, for tli^hdesire I have 

to obey so fair a Lady. As God shall help me. 
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<ried &e Emperor, ytm must be. right secret ia 
jour loves if 70a think you have disclosed any 
thing now, and since my daughter was the caase 
she must exact pardon for her error. Nay, quoth 
the Knight, I must rather hold it as a fevour of 
her that being so high a Lady she should so e«:« 
nestly seek to know the secret of an Brrant Knight 
as I am ; but you Sir I do not so lightly excuse I 
for by the long secret talk you had with her, it » 
manifest that she did so more by your will than 
her own. The Emperor smiled at this ;<— God has 
made you .perfect in all things, for it is as you say^ 
and therefore I will noake amends both for my 
fault and hers ! the Knight kndt and would have 
kissed his liands had he permitted. I receive this 
promise Sir, said he, toclaim it when you perhaps 
will not tliink of it. Quoth the Emperor, that 
cannot be, I shall never fail to remember you, or 
to make i)its atonement when you require it. 
These words were sportively spoken between tho 
Emperor and the Green Sword Knight, but the 
time came when they were of great effect. 

Then said the fair Leonorina, Sir Knight of the 
Green Sword, though you excuse yet am I not fiee 
from fault in- having urged you so against your 
will, in amends you must take this ring. Lady, 
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quoth he, I will kiss th6 hand that wears it^ for no 
where else can it be placed where it will not have 
xeason to complain of me. — Nay you shall take it 
to remind you of the snajre I laid^ from which you 
so sabiilly escaped. She then threw the ring 
upon the estrado by him. I have another such 
stonie^ said she^ in this crown which you gave me^ I 
know not with whatreason» Good witnesses of that 
reason, he replied, are those eyes and those locks> 
and all those other beauties with which God has gift- 
ed you ! and taking the ring he saw it was the finest 
stone that ever he had seen, nor was there in the* 
world another such, save that which was in the 
crown. You must know the history of that 
stone, said the Emperor, half of it as you see is the 
finest burning ruby that you can ever have seen> 
and the other half is white ruby, which heUke you 
never saw till now, far more beautiful and precious 
thaft the red 5 the ring itself is of emerald, such 
that another like it could not easily be found. The 
famous Apoli*)n was my grandfather, I know 
not if you have heard this. I well know it, re-i 
plied the Knight, for I have seen hb statue in the 
Firm Island, and you truly appear to be of his line- 
age. I beseech you, quoth the Emperor, tell me 
the name of the Knight who, being greater than 
Apolidon in aims, hath won that Island.*— Amadlg 
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of Gaul^ son to King Perion. What! cried tJi^ 
Emperor, is it he who was exposed in an ark upoii 
the sea, and being called the Child of the Sea slew 
King Abies of Ireland, fighting him man to man ? 
now am I right glad, and think it no ahame 
that he, exceeding all men that hare ever been 
born, should have exceeded Apolidon ; if I conld 
believe that he, bdng the son of a King, would 
wander so far from his own country, of a truth f 
should think that you were he, bu^ this makes me 
think otherwise, aiiS if it were so you would not 
do me the discourte^ not to tell me. 

At this was Amadis abashed and with good reascm: 
if it please you Sir, said he, tell me how the stone 
was divided. — Fdipanos, who in that time was 
King of Judea, sent twelve rich crowns to nay 
grandfather Apolidon 5 all were set with pearis and 
gems, but in that which you have given my daugh^ 
ter came thifr stone which was all one. Apolidon 
therefbic seeing that this was the most precious 
crown by reason of the gem, gave it to my grand- 
mother Grimanesa, and she, in order that Apolidon 
might have his part, made a master divide the 
stone, and with the half thereof make this ring ; 
so that for love was this stone divided, and for 
kive given to Apolidon, and 1 believe that in good 
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ftifife tny daughter gave it you, and jou in stift 
^eater love may give it to another ', and as tbe 
Emperor had said even so it came to pass, till at 
length it returned to the hand tliat first gave it, as 
is recorded in a branch of this history called th« 
Sergas, which signifieth the Feats of Esplan* 



Thus was the Green Sword Knight entertained 
jar six d^ in the house of the Emperor, and then 
lie said that he must needs depart, being in lionour 
bound to ^pear elsewhere, as Master Helisabad 
knew. I beseech you, replied the Emperor, since it 
is so, that you tarry with me yet three days longer. 
To this the Knight assented, but then the fair Leo«- 
norina took him by the .cloak-- good friend, you 
have given three days to my father, now then give 
yet two more to me, that you may be my guest 
where I and my Danisels dweU, for we would 
enjoy your company without any others to disturb 
us, except any two Knights whom you may chuse 
lo be your companions at bed and board ! this boon 
you must iireely grant, or else I will bid my Danab* 
sds take you prisoner, and that you will htde 
Ske ! witii that more than twenty-five Damsels 
iDse and fDaonoded him, and Leonorina laughed 
and said^ waiA. till wv* ace what answer he makes : 
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1>ut he right joyful at what that fair Lady had said^ 
and holding it as the greatest honour which had 
been shown him in that courts replied^ &ir and 
fortunate Lady^ who would be bold enough to dis* 
obey you^ especially if threatened with so terrible 
a captivity ? 1 willingly grant this as I would cveiy 
service to you and your parents -, God grant that 
there may come a time when you may be recom- 
pensed for these favours by me or my lineage ! and 
what he wished fully came to pass afterwards^ 
even according to Urganda's prophecy^ when Es* 
plandian succoured this Emperor in his great need. 
Wisely have you chosen^ ^d the Damsels to the 
Green Sword Knight^ else you could not have 
escaped from a worse danger than the Endriago. 
So I believe, quoth he, for worse b it to ofiend 
against Angels than against a Devil like that. Much 
were the Emperor and Empress and their cotirt 
pleased with his gracious answers, and thdreby judg* 
ed that sure he was of high degree, for low born men 
often excel in strength but in gende and debonair 
manners not, for they pertain to those of pure and 
generous b)pod. I do not affirm that all such possess 
them, but I say they ought to possess them as did this 
Knight of the Green Sword, who, placing a border 
of gentleness and courteous dealii^ rooiid his biare 
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fccart^ by that means shielded off all pride and 
Vkgcr that thej shcNild not harm his virtues. 

So be was the guest of Leonorina for the two 
days, and when the time of his departure arrived 
she and her Damsels would have given him many 
lich jewels^ but he would only accept six swords 
which Menoresa Queen of the lUand Gadabasta 
g9Ye him> the fairest woman except Leonorina in 
all Greece, and ^these swords she told him to give 
to bis friends, and when he gave them to remem« 
her ber and those others who loved him so well. 
Sir Kn^ht^ th^ said the Infanta, I beseech you 
that in courtesy you return hither to us so soon 
as you can, if that may not be that you send here 
. one <^ your lineage to serve us, and talk with u« 
of you, for sure I am that tliere must be those of 
your lineage well equal to such employ. Yea Lady^ 
he replied, that may 1 truly say, and there is one 
among them who, if I cannot come hither, shall by 
his services well requite the honours which I have 
received here, great as 1 feel them. Thus said he, 
thinking of his brother Galaor, But it was accom- 
plished by another Knight still nearer to him in 
blood 3 then took he leave and they crowded to the 
windows of the palace, and ceased not to gaze 
after him till his galley was out of sight. 
k3 
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Yqq have heard heretofore how £1 Patio sent bift 
cousin Salustanquidio and QtMCQ Sardamica with 
a goodly company of Knights and Dames to de- 
Biatid Oriana in marriage of King lisnarte. Now 
you are to know that by these messengers he sent 
letters to all the princes and great men, through 
whose lands tbey should pass, requiring them to 
show honour to the £mpress Oriana as his wife ^ 
the which, though they promised with fair wordi 
lo do, yet secretly they prayed that so goods 
Lady, daughter of such a King, might never fall 
to the lot of one so hated and despised for his oy&^ 
bearing insdoice as 1^ Patin* So the En^iassadori 
came to a port called Zamando, opposite to Great 
Britain, and there they waited till tbey could find 
ihif^ing, and meanwhile sent &rward to inform 
King Lisnarte of the £mperor*s demandj, whereat 
be was well pleased. 
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CHAPTER 12. 



Three years bad the Knight of the Greea Sword 
passed in Gennaaiy, sod two In Romania sod 
Greece, and in all that time had received no tid* 
ings of his Lady Oriana, but bow was he resolved 
to go towards the country wh^e she dwelt, and 
that thought made him full joyful as he sailed 
vritb a hit wind from the port of Ck>nstan« 
tinople; In twenty days he arrived at the ci^ 
of the &ir Grasinda, and she having heard of 
the wonders he had wrought in arms went out 
honourably to Welcome him, and they gave the 
greeting each to other, as those, who loved each 
other well with good love. Sir Knight of the 
Green Sword, quoth she, God hath made you per- 
fect in all things, for after such perilous adventurer 
you are rctutned within the year of your promise, 
whereof five days only have yet to run 5 this makqs 

Digitized by Google 



224 

me think that yaa will as tral7 perform the other* 
boon. To thift he made courteous and fitting le- 
plj. Then were he and Master Hdisabad conduc^ted 
to that apartment in the court of Grasinda where- 
in he had been healed of his wounds^ and there 
were they worshipfoUy served. That night be- 
fore he slept the Green Sword Knight talked 
much with Gandalin saying, how rejoiced at heart 
he was now that he was returning toward Oriana^ 
if indeed this boon which he had to perfomi did 
pot (Mrevent him. Sir, answered Gandalin, take 
joy as it comes, and commit the rest to God, belike 
this boon may be to your help and pleasure. So 
he passed that night with somewhat more tfaaa 
his wonted comfort. 

On the motrow afber mass Grasinda took him 
apart and said. Knight of the Green Sword, a year 
before you came into these- parts all the £Eiirest 
Dames were assembled at a marriage feast given 
by tlie Duke of Basilea, and thither did I also go 
under the protection of my brother Marquis Salu- 
der, whom you know. Then all the Lords of the 
country being present, my brother, whether for 
pride or afiection I know not, affirmed With a loud 
voice that my beauty exceeded that of any Dame 
present, the which jbic would prove in comb^ 
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\qM3ik any one who dared gainsay. I knowtiot 
whether it were because of his prowess^ or if ii>- 
deed it appeared the same to others as to him, but 
10 it was that no one answered, and thus was I ad- 
judged to be the fairest of all the fair Dames in 
Bnmania, whereof my heart is always right jo}rful 
andprood; but more joyful and proud should I 
be if yon would obtain for m<5 what I greatly de- 
«re, and for which I would spare neither fatigue 
of my penoa nor cost of my possessions. Lady, he 
rq>lied, let it be a thing which I can do, and with- 
out doubt it shall immediately be taken in hand. 
Sir, quoth she, the boon I require is this r that be- 
cause the £urest women in the world are at tlie 
court of King Lisuarte of Great Britain, you carry 
me diere, and by arms if otherwise it cannot be, 
obtain for me. the praise of beauty above all the 
Damseb of his court, as I have already won it over 
all the Dames of these parts. You shall proclaim 
that there is no Damsel there so fair as a Dame 
who is in your company, .and defy all Knights to 
the proof, and I will take a rich crown which you 
shall stake on my part, and whatever Knight will 
combat with you upon -this quarrel shall stake 
another, and the conqueror shall have both. If in 
this ^terprize we come oflf with the gbry, you 
ihall carry me to a place which they call the Firm 
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Island, where they say there is an Enchanted 
Chamber, into whieh neither Dame nor Dams^ 
can set foot, except she exceed in beauty the fak 
Grimanesa, who in her own days had no peer. 
When the Knight of the Green Sword heard 
what she said, his countenance and his whole feel- 
ings changed, and he exclaimed, ah Lady, yaa 
have undone me ! and he stood like one bereft of 
his senses. This trouble came upon him because 
he thought that if he went on such an enterprise 
to King Lisuarte*s Court, he should lose his Lady 
Oriana, and moreover he knew that many good 
knights would undertake the quarrel in her behalf^ 
and that as their cause was so just he t^ould not 
escape without loss of honour or c^ life. But on 
the other part his honour was greatly injured if iie 
refused to perform his promise to the Lady to 
Vhom he was so beholden, so that he thought 
himself in the worst danger he had ever endured 
since he left Gaul, and cursed himself and his foi>* 
tune, and the hour wherein he was bom, and that 
ever he came into these lands of Romania. Bat 
presently a remedy came into his mind, for he re- 
:t:ollected that Oriana was no Damsel, and that 
whoever should undertake the combat for her aB 
'such would maintain a wrong cause, and how 
'When he saw Oriana he could explain this to her. 
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and the reason wherefore be undertook foch a 
cpiarrel. Then his good cheer returned and he 
said, pardon me good Lady for what I said, and I 
will fulfill all vou require ; the doubt I felt was 
aot from want of will but from my heart which I 
cannot resist, and which would have directed mo 
towards another part -, the cause which made aie 
utter those words is the same as that which over- 
rules all my actions. So she laid her fair arms 
upon his shoulders and said, you greatly surprized 
me ! when shall 1 see the day that I shall return 
with the crown won by you from all the Damsels 
of Great Britain, with the same glory that I have 
here won over all the Dames ! Lady, quoth he^ 
if the boon was not promised, and my advice were 
heard, I should counsel you to be content with 
that great fame which you deservedly have gained^ 
for whoso undertakes such a journey should not 
lose the thought that it is a way of great toil 
and danger, through many people of diverse 
tongues. She answered, I am better pleased with 
your courage to protect than your counsel to direct 
me 5 these strange lands we need not traverse for 
this way is better by sea, and we ^ilj go with jsl 
company befitting such a chief. In (?od*s name then 
so be it, quoth he^ and thus their talk was at an. 
end 
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Now when the Knight had sojourned here twa 
days he would go hunt, because he could have 
no exercise in arms ; there went certain Knights in 
his company^ and huntsmen and two dogs well 
trained to the sporty and he took his station in a 
Httlc valley between the wild part of the moun- 
tains and the forest^ where the game most fre- 
quently was to be found j there he slew two fine 
Harts^ and the huntsmen slew another^ and it be- 
ing near night-fall they blew their bugle hom3. 
But as the Knight went towards them another 
goodly hart sprang from the thidiet^ and he set the 
dogs on, the hart being hardly run took to the wa* 
. ter in a great lake thereby, but the dogs came up, 
and the Knight slew him^ then Gandalin came 
up, who was right glad to see his Master take 
pleasure in the sport, for they had been talking of 
. their journey to Great Britain, and he alighted and 
fleshed the dogs. By this the night closed, they 
laid their venison in the thicket and covered it with 
green boughs, then having remounted they mbsed 
their way, and were soon bewildered in the moun- 
tains. At length they came to a fountain where 
their horses drank, and' having no hope of better 
lodging, there they resolved to fare that night 
While Gandalin took the saddles and bridles from 
the beasts that they might feed, the Knight walked 
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on towards some fine trees that were near^ that he 
might muse upon his Mistress. When he came 
xkp to them he saw a white horse Ijing dead, hav^ 
iDg manj great wounds, and he heard a groan frora 
among the trees, but could not see from whence it 
came, the night was so dark. He stopt and listened 
and presently he heard these words. Ah, wretched 
Bruneo of Bonamar, now shall thy mortal desires 
perish with thee ! thou shalt never see thy friend 
Amadis, whom thou hast sought with such toil 
through strange lands, and who was .beloved by 
thee above all others in the world ! here, without 
him or kinsman, or friend to console thee, thou must 
pass from life to cruel death. O my Lady Meli- 
cia, the flower and mirror of all women thy servant 
will never see the more, he who never ^nned against 
thee in word nor deed ! Lady thou wilt lose what 
thou canst never recover, for never will you 
find another who will love so loyally as I have 
done« I would never have appeared before 
thee till I had found thy dear brother^ and now 
death has overtaken me. Then having paused 
awhile he cried again, Angriote, where have you 
tarried this while, in'an evil hour of night were we 
separated ! and I have no help in my last hour. 
True friend, God reward thee, and receive -my 
souU But the Knight of the Gceea Sword weep« 
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log bitterly tor hear him, went up to him and said, 
my true friend Don Bruneo of Bonamar take 
heart 1 for Grod has suffered me to find you, and 
if man can be saved by mortal skill be sure that so 
shall you now if it pleases God. Don Bruneo 
thought it was his Squire, whom he had sent to 
seek some hermit or religious man. Lasindo, 
isaid he, you have tarried long, for my death is corner 
When you have disposed of me go straightways 
and kiss the Infanta*s hand, and give her this sleeve 
of my shirt, whereon I have written seven letters 
with my blood, for I had no strength to write 
more. I trust that that pity which she would not 
show me living she will fed for my death,- ccHisi- 
dering that it befell me in her service, seeking 
through such perils the brother whom she loves 
80 dearly. Dear friend Don Bruneo, quoth the 
Knight, I am Amadis for whom you have under- 
gone such peril ! fear not, I will help you with 
such a master as shaH save you if ^e soul have 
not 1^ the body. Don Bruneo, weak as he waf , 
thai knew him, and raised his arms and embraced 
him, weeping much 5 the -Green Sword Knight 
embraced him too, and called to Gandalin, and 
with his help disarmed him, and laid him upon 
Gandalin* s cloak, and covered him with his own, 
and bade Gandalin go upon some hiU aod'look <»2t 
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for die town as soon as it was lights and theii 
hasten for Master Helisabad^ and he remaiDcd 
holding Bnineo*8 head upon his knees and comfort* 
iDghim. 

So soon as it was dawn Gandalin saw the town 
and he galloped into it with such speed that dl 
who saw him knew surely that something had be* 
fiJkn his master ; and he went to Master Helisa* 
bady and besought him to heal one of his Master*s 
dearest friends, and then went and begged of Gra* 
sinda that she would send such things as were fitting 
for one, as high in lineage and as good in arms as 
his Master. Master Helisabad took all things that 
were needfiil and mounted his palfrey and followed 
Gandalin, and when he arrived and saw how the 
Green Sword Knight hdd Don Bruneo*s head 
upon his knees, and was weeping over him, he 
knew that of a truth he loved him. He looked at 
the wounds and found them swoln and festering 
with the cold of the night, but such remedies did 
he apply that the pain presently abated, so that he 
fell asleep. When the Knight of the Green 
Sword saw that the Master thought little of the 
danger, he embraced him saying. Ah Master Heli* 
sabad, my good Sir and friend, in a happy hour 
was I in your company. I pray God that there 
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may come a time whereia I may repay yoQ> font 
though you see me now but a poor Knight perhaps 
ere long you may judge of me otherwise. I anx 
more pleased Sir Knight, he answered, in serving 
you than you can be in requiting me, though well 
I know your gratitude would never fail; but no 
more of this, let us eat, for it is time. They 
then took food with which Grasinda had provided 
them, and after their meal, as they were saying 
how those beech trees were the goodliest and 
largest that ever they had beheld, they saw a man 
come riding towards them, having two heads 
hanging from the poitral of his horse, and an axe 
in his hand all blood. He seeing tliis company 
Vnder the trees drew aside, but the Knight and 
Gandalin knew that it was Lasindo, and feared 
lest he should innocently betray them 5 the Knight 
therefore said, stay ye here, and I will go see who 
this is that seems to fear us, and wherefore he carries 
those heads ; and he mounted and took a lance and 
went with Gandalin towards him. The Squire at 
that rode into the forest being afraid, and he of the 
Green Sword after him, but when they were out 
of sight, and hearing of the others, the Knight 
called out, Lasindo, stop ! — do not fear me ! Whea 
& heard himself named he looked round and 
knew Amadis^ and came and kissed his hands,— » 
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Ah Sir^ you know not tke unhappy newi of my 
Itfasteo who has undergone such toil in your 
search ! and he began to lament greatly. Tliese 
two Knights. told Angriote that they had left him 
dead in the forest^ wherefore he cut off their 
iieadsy and bade me lay them beside him if he 
^were dead^ bat if living present them to him on 
his part. I haye found Don firuneo, replied the 
Knight^ but in such plight that he could tell me 
nothing ; tarry you now here awhile with 6an« 
dalin, as if he had overtaken you^ and then come 
up and tell us this, but remember that you call mo 
nothing but the Knight of the Green SwonL 
Then he returned to his companions and told them 
that Gandalin was in pursuit of the Squire, 

Presently the two Squires came up^ and when 
Lasindo saw the Knight of the Green Sword he 
alighted, and knelt to him and said, blessed be 
God who has sent you here to help my Master 
who loves you so well ! Friend Lasindo ! he re- 
plied, welcome ! and he raised him up, — ^your 
Master is doing well : but tell us wherefore you 
carry those heads ? Sir, he said, take me to Don 
Brunep, for to him must I relate it. Then went 
they to the tent which Grasinda had sent for Bru- 
neo, and the Squire knelt and said. Sir, you see 
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ftere tim heads of those Xnigbte who did yoa scic& 
great wrong ; your true friend Angriote of Estra- 
vaxLs sends them, for he knew their treason, and 
fought with them both and slew them, and he will 
be with you presently, for he hath stc^t at a non^ 
nery on the fdrest-edge to have a wound in his leg 
drest, and so soon as the blood be staunched be 
will proceed here. God reward him ! quoth Bm* 
neo, but how could he direct you* here ? — He 
bade me go to the highest trees in tibe forest, for 
there he thought I should find you dead, by what 
one of those villains told him before he was slaiiv 
but the grief which he made for you cannot be 
expressed. Ah God, preserve him from harm ! 
quoth the Green Sword Elnight, can you guide^ 
me to the monastery ? then bidding Master Heli-^ 
sabad convey Don Bruneo upon a litter to the^ 
town, he armed himself in Bruneo*s arms, and 
Went with Lasindo, who carried his shield and belt** 
met and lance. 



• This is an oversight ; it is said before that Bruneo had 
tent his Squire for a Hermit to confess him. 
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they arrived at die place where he had laid 

:niAop> th^ saw Angnote coming hangi^ 

tad like a xnan who was in grief; pretenilf 

KLnights^ all wdl armed^ came ridiiig after 

and they^ cried oot^ Atop Don False One! 

must lose your head for cutting off theirs^ 

> li^ere ^vtrorth more than thee ! Angnote tom- 

nd took lus shield and pi^epared to defend him* 

, for he had not seen the Green Sword Knightf 

L he who had taken Btoneo's arms rode on as fast 

horse conld carry him> and came up to Angriote 

fore the encounter and said^ good friend, fear 

>t, for God will be with you ! Angnote weoied 

/ the arms that it was Dcm Bruneo and his joy 

/ss exceeding great. The Green Sword Knight 

net the foremost of the four, who was that Bran* 

dasidei whom he had made ,ride with his horse*a 

tail for a bridle. He struck him above the shield 

on the helmet-mail that hung on the breast, and 

he drove him to die earth so rudely that he could 

neither move hand nor foot ; the others attacked 

Angriote, and he them« like a full hardy Knight ^ 

bat diat other laid hand on his Green Sword, and 

thrust himsdf among them, and with one blow 

sliced off tho arm of one at the shoulder. Much 

was Angriote amazed at that so mighty a stroke, 

for he did not think there ^ad been such strength 
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in Don Bruneo. By this he bad made an end of 
one enemy, and the remaining one fled before him 
of the Green Sword, in his fear attemptii^ to 
pass a river he missed the ford and fell into deep 
Ix^ater, the horse escaped, but he, by reason of the 
weight of his armo\ir^ was drowned* 

The Green Sword Kni^ then gave lus sbkM and 
helmet to Lasindo and turned to Angriote, who 
Qtood astonished at his valour^ thinking he watf 
Don Bruneo, but coming near him he knew Ama« 
dis, and ran to him with open arms, thanking God 
that he was found. Ihey then with tears 
embraced as men who loved each other well. Now 
indeed, said the Knight, doth your true love to- 
wards me appear in this long and dangerous 
search ! Angriote replied, you have bound me to 
more services than I can ever perform, for you 
have given me her without whom life could not 
have been endured ; but tell me, have you heard 
the unhappy tidings of your good friend Don Bru* 
neo of Bonamar ? Then the Green Sword Knight 
told him all that bad chanced. So as they went 
on they perceived that one of the conquered 
Knights was still living, he of the Green Sword 
stopt and said to him, foul Knight, whom God 
confound^ tell me why without reasoQ you at« 
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tempted to destroy Erraot Knights ? or I will off 
'With thy head ; and if yoa were at the hurt of 
that Knight whose arms I wear ? That can he not 
deny, quoth Angriote, for I left him and twQ 
others in the OHnpany a£ Don Bruneo, and after* 
ward found the other twain boasting how they had 
killed Bruneo> whom they led away to help them 
«s they said in the rescue of their sister, who would 
else be burnt. He went upon this adventure, 
imd I went with an old Knight who had lodged 
OS to deliver his son, who was held prisoner in 
«ome tents near, the which I accomplished 3 thus 
we separated. Now let this one tell wherefore 
they committed so great a treason. Descend and 
cut oiF his head for he is a tndtor, said he of the 
Oreen Sword to Lasindo. Mercy for God*8 sake^ 
qnoth the Knight, and I will tell you all! We 
knew that these two Knights were seeking the 
ILnight of the Green Sword, whom we mortally • 
hale, and because they were his friends we wished 
to kill them ; and because we could not think to 
succeed if they were together, we devised this false- 
hood. So that Knight went with us to release 
the Damsel, having his head and hands unarmed. 
We came to the Fountain of the Beech Trees> and 
while he was giving his horse drink we took our 
Janocs, tfid I, who was nes^est him, snatched his 
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Word frbm the scabbard^ and before he could help 
himself we threw him down and gave him so 
many wounds that we left him for dead^ as in 
trath J suppose he be. What reason had je to hate 
me so much that ye would commit such villainy ?-^ 
Are you then the Knight of the Green Sword ?— 
Here is that &word> see now if I be not he. — I 
will tell you : it is now a year sinoe you did battle 
with one of these Knights who here lies dead^ and 
he pointed to Brandasidel. Hie combat was be* 
fore the fair Grasinda^ and he who was the s^ong*- 
€8t Knight in all these parts, appointed a shameM 
law for the yanquished, the which you made him 
undergo, and for this cause he and all his kmsmen 
mortally hated you, and we fell into this treason $ 
now then kill me or spare me, for I have told yoa 
all. I tbeiil not kill thee, quoth the Green Sword 
£:night, for the widied die many tiroes while they 
live, and pay what their wicked works deserve. 
Then he bade Lasindo lay the venison nprn one of 
those Kni^t*s horses, and imbvidlethe rest md 
"torn them loose into the forest: so they pvo^ 
ceeded tew^ the town. 

l%e Knight 'flien ^amestiy a0hed news-cifOreat 
Britain, and Angriote toM him all he knew, Hk 4t 

Digitized by Google 



239 

iad.left it in qnesl of him. Among other fhingt 
lie tdd htm that there was the direst child in tho 
vorld at the cburt of King Lisoarte, of whom Ur^ 
ganda had prophesied strange things^ and he r^tod 
liowthe hermit had found him^ and what letters 
there were upon his Incast. God pi c HCi ve him, 
'qooth he of the Green Sword, yon teU me of a 
wonder. Whsit age hath he ?— About twelve 
j^ears ^ he and mj son Ambor of Gandel serve 
Oriana, who favours them greatly j but they art 
veiy different, for Ambor seems slow and slothful. 
Ah Angriote, quoth the Knight, judge not of yovir 
son yet, for he can yet know neither good nor evil. 
If he were older, and Oriana would give him to 
me, I would take him with me, and make Ganda- 
lin, who has so long served me, a Knight. An* 
griote replied, he well deserves it, and Knight- 
hood would be full well bestowed upon him as 
one of the best Squires in the world ; if this were 
done, and my son were in your service, then 
should I lose all fear, and be sure that he would do 
honour to his lineage. In such talk they pzo- 
ceeded to the city, and there was Angriote laid in 
bed by Don Bruneo's bedside, and his leg which 
was greatly swoln was healed, and the Ki>ight of 
the Green Sword had his bed also placed in the 
chamber, that they might ialk of all that 
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had chanced. And when these Knights had beard 
of the boon which he had promised Grasinda th^ 
were well pleased^ because having found him 
wh<xn ihey sought they were desirous to return to 
Great Britain. So when they were well healed of 
their wounds^ and the fleet was ready and victual- 
led for a whole year, they and the Green Sword 
Knight and the fair Grasinda on a Sunday mom<* 
B)g in the month of May went on board, and sailed 
with a fair wind toward Great Britain. 
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CHAPTER 13. 



The Embassadors of tlie Emperor Patin having ar- 
rived ia Lombardy took ship and passed over to 
Great Britain^ andlaaded at Fenusa> where King 
Lisoarte honourably welcomed them^ and gave or- 
der that the'y shoidd be well lodged and served 
with all things fitting. There were many good 
men with the King at this season^ and he waited 
for others with whom to take counsel upon this 
matter of his daughter's marriage j and he told the 
Embassadors that th^ should be answered in a 
month's time, giving them good h<^ that the re- 
I^y would be such as they wished; he. resolved 
also, that Queen Sardamira should go to Mirafiores« 
that she might relate to Oriana the greatness of 
Rome, fflid the great state whereto this marriage 
would exalt her : and this he did knowing how 

VOL. JIT. ^* 
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a^rerse his daughter was to the proposal, and in tihe 
hope that Queen Sardanura, who was a discreet 
woman, might bring her to consent ; for Oriana at 
this time was in exceeding distress, thinking that 
her father would give her up to £1 Patin, and thus 
destro;^ both her and Amadis. Queen Sardamira 
therefore set forth for J^iraflores, and Don Grume* 
dan went widi her by the King's command, and 
many ELnij^hts of Rome and Sardinia, whereof she 
was Queen, for her guard. 

Mow it 8or happened that, ardving in a green and 
A>wery meadow by the river side, they rested to 
wait there till the heat of the tioon was pa^t, and 
therefore pitched their tents -, mad the Knights of 
Sardamira, Who Were five hi number, placed their 
fields without } whereoA Don Grumedan taid to 
them. Sirs, ye should pldce your shields within the 
tents, tmless ye wish to roaintaii^ the custom 6f die 
country, whidi is, that evefy Knight who places 
Ibield or lance without side of the tent or hooae <v 
fatft Wherein he himself is,^ nnist joust with what<* 
loever Knight requires the coOibat. We know 
the custott they replied,, and for that veryreaaoa 
liave tfo placed our shields ; GM send that sonoe 
Knight may claim it heiorc we deport ! In God*« 
Mifte, quoth Grumedan, many Kn^ht* pass this 
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waf , and we may perhaps see your prowess. Long 
diey liad not tarried before the good Knight Don 
florestan came by^ full of heaviness, for he had 
been trayersing many lands inquest of his brother 
Amadis, and now having heard ^t these Knights 
of Rome were at the Court of lisuarte was going 
thither to see if they knew aught concerning him. 
He, when he saw the tents, went towards them^ 
and coming up to that where the Queen was, he 
beheld her sitting on the estrado, and that she was 
one of the fair women of the world j the wings of 
the tent wefe open, and he rode nearer, even within 
the cords, that he might look at her. Presently 
there came a Damsel to him and said, you are not 
over courteous Sir Knight, to sit on horseback and 
look at so good a Queen and ladies of so high birth 
as are there; it would become you better to look 
at those shields that are inviting you, and their 
owners. Certes my good Lady, replied Florestan, 
yon say truth 3 but my eyes, desirous to regard so 
lair a Queen, led me into this fault. I beseech 
pardon of her and those otlier Ladies, and will 
make the atonement ye require. The Damsel an- 
swered, you say well, but the atonement must 
come before the pardon. That, quoth Florestan, 
will, I if I can, perform, but on this condition : that 
I shall not be required to desist from doing what I 
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«ught against those shields^ or that they be placed 
within the tents. Sir Knight, said she, before 
those shields be, removed, the shields of all who 
pass this wajr will be won, their owner's names 
written on the rim, that they may be carried to 
Home and there preserved in proof that the Roman 
Knights exceed. all others. If you wish not to £di 
into shame turn back, or else your own shield and 
name will be carried away also. Damsel, quoth 
he, I do not trust your love enough to follow your 
counsel; but for those shields, I design to cany them 

to the firm Island. Then he addressed Sardamira 

» 

—God preserve you Lady, and give you as much 
happiness as beauty ! and with that he went to* 
ward the shields^ 

Don Grumedan hearing this was well pleased, and 
because the Knight spake of the Firai Island he 
weened that he was of the good lineage of Anoadis^ 
and able to perform what he had said 5 and though 
he did not know that he was Florestan he saw 
tliat he was well armed, and sat well upon his 
horse, and he wished him good success. Florestai^ 
who knew Grumedan, and that no Knight was a 
better judge of chivalry, took the more courage, 
and with the blunt end of his lance struck the five 
shields one after the other, that the Knights might 
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wmcet him in succession : then be withdrew about 
a bow- shot off, hung his shield round his neck» 
took a strong lance^ and sate in readiness. Now it 
i?(ras his custom always to take with him two or 
ttLTce Squires that he might be the better served, 
and have store of lances and battle-axes, whidi he 
knew well how to wield. Presently the Rdman 
ICnights armed themselves, and mounted and went 
towards him. How now Knights ? cried Flores- 
tan, would ye come all at once and Iweak the cus- 
tom of the country ? Gradamor, whom the others 
obeyed, then asked Don Grumedan what they 
ought to do, as he knew best -, and he answered, 
the Knights must go one by one in order as their - 
shields were struck, and I advise them not to go 
too rashly, for methinks that Knight is not one 
who will chuse shame for himself. Don Grume- 
dan, answered Gh^damcn-^ the Romans are not of 
your Condition ! ye praise yourselves before the thing 
be done, and we, when it is done, suffer it to be 
forgotten, and for this reason there are norte equal 
to us. Would to God our battle were upon this 
quarrel, though my comrades were not to lend 
hand ! Try your fortune with him now, rej^ied 
Grumedan, and if he remain whole and unlmrt 
after the joust, I will engage that he shall combat 
you upon that quarrel, and if by reason of any 
l3 
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harm that cannot be, I will undertake it nqrsdf ib 
God's name ! go to yoiu- joust now. Gradamor 
laughed at him in disdain — I would this battle were 
90 near at hand as the encounter with yonder fool 
who dares resist us ! then he said to the Knight, 
whose shield had first been touched, go ou, and 
let us get rid of the little &me we can get frooa 
'«uch a victory I The Knight replied, make yourself 
easy ! I will bring him to be at your disposal ; his 
shield and name shall be done with as the Em- 
peror commanded : his horse is a good one, and 
that I will keep myself. 

With that he crossed, the brook > Flcw^tan wa^ 
ready and they ran their encounter^ both failed ia 
their attaint, but they met shields and bodies, and 
the Roman, who was the worse horseman, fell and 
broke his right arm, and lay like a dead man* Flo- 
restan bade one of his Sqnires alight and hang the 
shield to a tree and take the horse of the e<»iquer- 
ed Knight ; then he, with a sign of anger that he 
liad missed his blow, took his place again, and sate 
lance in hand, the blunt end restmg upon the 
ground, ready for the second foe. The second 
came on, in that encounter Florestan did not miss, 
but drove the lance so well that the Kni^t was^ 
driven to the groujod and the saddle with him, and 
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flanaHam pMscd on. Bat presenUy turoing ^ 

tHd» 6tr Roman* the saddle which yoa have cat'- 

xiod with yoa «haU be yoort, and the horse mioei 

sod if yoa chtiae to relate yonr prowess io Rome I 

fiedy pemut you : this he said fio lood that the 

^tecea and her company could hear it Now I 

tdlyoa DoQ Gmmodan wsa right glad to see how 

Ale Knig^ of Great Britain spake and acted agaUist 

the Romany and he said to Grradamor^ if yoa Sir 

and yoor comrades do not ^)eed better, there will 

be no need to throw down the wails ot Rome for 

>Qur triamphal retam. Gradamor answered, yoa 

think much of this ! but if my comrades finish the 

joust, I shall settle what yoa appointed differently 

fiom what you supposeT We shall see ! quoth okl 

Gniraedan, that Knight of the Firm Island takea 

good csffe cf his armour, and I trust he will set 

aside my tiattle. At that Gradamor bq^an to laugh 

withoot bekig' pleased. When it comes to my 

turn, said he, I shall allow all you say. But Queen 

Sardamirawas grkeved to see the haughtiness of 

Gradamor and the Roman Knights* 

Fluestan had now made his Squire take the shieU 
I from thisaecondKnight who lay like oue dpad, for the 
I spear had gone through him, but when it was drawn 
L 0ut he spake with a d(^orous voice, and demanded 
i 4.4 . 
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confession. The third Knight now took hk ^acc, 
and rode full force against Florestan^ bat thdr 
iances slanted and crossed each other> and Florestaa 
struck his helmet and Iwrst the laces and sent it 
idling on the ground^ and made him bow to the 
horses neck> but he didnotiaU. ilorestan then 
took the lance and with an overhand blow made at 
him 5 the Rom^i lifted his shi^d^ but the \Aaw 
drove the shield against his face and stunned him^ 
so that he lost the reins, and then Florestan let his 
iance fall> and plucked the shield from his neck 
and dashed it twice on his neck, so that he fell, and 
lay sprawling, while his shield and horse went to 
keep the others company. The fourth Knight 
then encountered him, but that joust was soon de- 
cided, he and his horse were borne down and the 
horse's leg was broke. Florestan took another 
lance and made ready to meet Gradamor. Grada^ 
mor was in new and goodly arms, and mounted on 
a bright bay horse large, and strong y he shook hk 
ance threateningly, and cried, Don Grumedan arm 
yourself, for before you take horse this Knight will 
stand in need of your help ! I shall not take that 
trouble yet> quoth old Grumedan. By this Gradft- 
mor had crossed the brook, and Florestan caiB6 at 
him angrily, for he had heard his boasts. Th^ mot 
in full career, Gcadamcu: pierced his shield^ the laHMae 
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went through about a palm and then broke, FIo- 
restan's spear drove through the shield, and broke 
the armour on the left side, and sent him out of 
the saddle into a hollow which was full of water 
and mire. He then passed on and bade his Squire 
take the filth shield and horse. 

lady, quoth Don Grumedan to the Queen, I think 
J may rest till Gradamor has cleaned his arms, and 
procured another horse for our combat ! Cursed be 
his arrogance, repKed Sardamira, and the folly of 
those who have made all the world hate them ! 
Now had Gradamor, after rolling about in the pud- 
dle, got out, and taken off his helm, and havmg 
cleaned the dirt from his eyes and &ce as well as 
he could, he laced on his helmet again. Floiestan 
seeing this came up to him. — Sir Tbreatener, ui^ 
less you can help yourself better with the sword 
than the lance, you will neither take my shield nor 
my name to Rome. Gradamor answered, I only 
wear my sword to avenge myself, and that shall I 
do presently if you dare maintaui the custom of 
this country. And what is that ? quoth Florestan> 
who knew it better than he. — That you give me 
my horse or alight fromi your own, that the fi^it 
may be equal, and he who plays worst to receive ' 
neither courtesy nor merry. Flomtaa answered^ 
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I believe you would not hare maintained this cns- 
tom had you been the conqueror ! however I will 
alight, for it would not become so fair a Roman' 
Knight as you are to mount a horse which ano- ' 
ther had won. With that he alighted and they be- 
gan a most perilous battle, but it did not last long,, 
for Plorestan seeing himself in the presence of 
Clueen Sar^amira and her Ladies, and of Don Gni- 
medan, who was a better judge of such feats, put 
fj^rth all his strength, so that Gradamor could not 
endure it, but gave ground, and made back toward 
the tent, thinking that for courtesy Florestan would 
not follow him there. But Florestan got betweeiv 
him and- the tent and noade him turn, and prest 
him till the sword dropt from his hand, and he 
fell down having no strength left. Then Florestai\ 
took his shield and gave it to his Squires, and 
caught him by tlie helmet, which he plucked ofFsa 
forcibly that he dragged him some way along the 
ground, and threw the helmet into that standing 
pool, and took the Knight by the leg and wa$ 
about to cast him in also ; but Gradamor beganr to 
cry mercy for God> sake, and the Queen exdainv- 
ed, a bad bargain did that unhappy one make wiiei^ 
be proposed that the conquered should show nei:- 
ther courtesy nor mercy. At this Florestan said, 
^ covetiant which so honourable a Knight as yoa 
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hgre made most not be broken, and yon sball barer 
k fully accomplished as you shall see. Ah wretch 
lam dead, quoth the Roman. — ^You are. unless you 
do two things at my bidding.— Tell me what, and 
I will do them.— The one is that with your Own 
hand you Mrrite your name in your own blood upon 
the rim of your shield, and the names of your com* 
lades in their blood, each upon his shield> that done 
I will tell you what the other thing is : and as he 
said this he held his sword orer him who lay quak* 
iog for great fear> but Gradamor, because he 
ct>uld not write hinuelf, nor lift up his hand, called 
for his secretary and bid him erapt out the ink from 
his inkstand, and fill it with bis blood, and write his 
uame and the names of his companions. This was 
forthwith done. Don Florestan then wiped hb 
sword and placed it in the scabbard, and mounted 
his horse as lightly as if he had done nothing, and 
gave his slueld to iss Squire, but his helmet he 
took not off that Grumedan might not know him. 
Hb horse was strong and well limbed and of it 
strange colour, and the horseman of an answer* 
able make and stature, so that few were like him 
in their appearance. Th.en taking a lance, whereto 
there hung a rich pennon, he stopt by Gradamor 
who had now risen, and said to him sliaking tlie 
lance^ your life is no more, unless Don Grumedaa 
1.6 . 
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will beg tt 1 bat he cried out aloud to Grcdnedao t9 
iBive him for God's sake. The old Knight came^ 
up^ certe.8 Gradamor^ quoth he, it would be but 
right that you should find neither courtesy nor 
mercf , as in yoar pride you covenanted with this 
Knight J however I beg him to spare you, for 
which I will greatly thank and serve htm. That 
will I do with a good will for you, replied Flwes- 
tan, as I would aught else to your honour and 
pleasure. You > Sir Roman may rdate in Rome 
when yoii return there how yovc threatened the 
Knights of Great Britain, and how you raaintainol 
your threats, and the great honour whidi you won 
fi-om them in the short space of one day, so tell 
this to your great Emperor and his Potentates, be- 
cause it will please them. And I will make it 
known in the Firm Island that the Roman Knights 
are so frank and liberal that they readily give their 
shields and horses to those they do not know ! ,bat 
for these gifts which you have made me I do not 
thank you, but thank God who gave it me against 
your will. These words were worse to Gradamor 
than his wounds. Sir Knight, quoth Florestan, 
you shall carry back to Rome all the arrogan^ce yoa. 
brought from it, because they esteem it there, and 
we in this land like it not, but like instead' of it 
what you abhor, courtesy and gentleness ; ^nd if < 
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my Lcxd, yoa are as good io lore as in arms, jort 
should gp proye yourself in the Firm Island by the 
Arch of Troe Lorers^ that you might take home 
that praise also/ and thai belike our Mistresses may ' 
forsake us for you. 

Now I tell you Don Grumcdan he^rd all this with 
great glee, and laughed to see the pride of the Ro- 
mans so broken ; but it was not so witli Grada- 
mor, for his heart was almost breaking to hear these 
things, and he said to Grumedan^ good Sir for 
God's sake let me be carried to the tents for I have 
been sorely handled. So it seems, replied the dd 
man, by your appearance, and it is all your own 
fault ! and then he made Lis Squires remove him. 
Sir, said he then to Florestan, if it please you, teU 
us your name, for so good a man as you ought not 
to ccHiceal it. My good Su", he replied, Don Gru- 
medan, I pray you be not displeased that I do not 
tell it you, for I would not that this fair Queen 
should in any ways know it, because of the dis« 
courtesy which I have committed 5 for though her^ 
beauty was the occasion I feel myself greatly to 
Uame. I beseech you procure my pardon that 
she may take from me what amends she will, and , 
send Qie the tidings to the round Chapel hard by^ 
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wbere I didl rest to day. I will seud my Sqn£re9 
with iier answer^ replied Grujoaedanj and if it be 
after my wiU it will be svK:h as 90 good a man as 
you deserve. The Knight of the Firm Island then 
said, I beseech you Don Grumedan if you know 
any ijews of Amadis tell me ! at that, question the 
tears came into the old man*s eyes, — So help me 
God, as I should rejoice to know any news of him, 
and communicate it to you and a]l his friends i 
That I believe, replied Plorestan, for such is your 
nature, and if all were like you discourtesy and 
falshood would not find harbour where they arc 
harboured now. God be with you ! I shall expect 
your iMddiDg at the bennitage. 

florestan the» bade his Squires take the five horses 
of the Kn^hts and give the bay one^ which wa» 
the best, to Don Grumedan, and the others to the 
Pamsel with whom he had spoken, and to say that 
Don Florestan sent them. lUght glad was Dot» 
Grumedan to have tliat horse because it had beea 
won fkom the Romans, and still more to know 
that that Knight w^s Don Florealan whom be 
loved so wdl. The Squires led the other horses to 
iht Damsel and said. Lady, the Knight whom yoQ 
^paniged to praise your Komaps seuds you theae 
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lodisposoefaayonpleiue, and as a sign that hJ» 
words wore trae* Much do I thank him, quotb 
that Damsd, and of a truth he hath hvavdy wca 
them^ y^ had I rather he had left his own horse 
than that he should gire me these four. You 
must procure bettei- Knights than theae^ replied the 
Squire^ if you would gain that. But, said the 
Damsel, marvel not if I wish well to my friends 
rather than to a stranger } howbeit, because of the 
goodly gift which he has sent me, I repent that I 
said ought to ofiend so good a man, and will amend 
it as be may require. With this answer the Squire 
returned to Don Florestan^ who went then to the 
Kound Chapel to wait there for Grumedan*s an* 
swer, for this chapel was in the way to the Firm 
Island, and he being resolved not to enter Lisuarte'a 
court, was going thither to hang die Roman shields 
there, and to hear if Gandales knew any thing oC 
his brother. 

Now when Don GrumedEut had ddiverqd his bid- 
ing to the Queen she listened willingly and said, 
this Don Florestan,^is he son of King Perion and 
the Countess <^ Selandia > — The same, and one of 
the best Knights in the world.— I tell you the» 
Don Grumedan that the sons of the Marquis of 
Ancona speak wonders of his deeds in arms, and of 
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his prudence and courtesy, and they may well be* 
believed for they were his companions ui the wars 
which he had at Rome, where he abode thtee years, 
when he was a young Knight, but they dare not 
speak his praise before the Emperor, who loves hina 
not. Do you know, said Grnme'dan, why the 
Emperor does not love him ? — Because of his bro- 
dier Amadis, replied Sardamira, of whom the Em- 
peror complains, because he won the Firm Island 
by arriving there before him, and so deprived him 
of the honour which he should else have won. 
Certes Lady, quoth Grumedan, he complains with- 
out reason, for in that Amadis saved him from 
great shame -, trust me it is for another adventure 
that the Emperor hates him. — By the faith you 
owe to God, Don Grumedan, tell me the reason.-— 
Do not you be displeased then Lady ! and then he 
told her how Amadis and he had met in the forest, 
and of their battle. Thereat was ^ueen Sarda- 
mira well pleased, and she made him relate it three 
times ; truly, said she, the Emperor hath reasoo 
enough to dislike him; 
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CHAPTER 14. 



Well pleased was Queen Sardamira to hear how 
the Emperor had been vanquished by Amadis, be- 
cause that journey which El Patin made to Great 
Britain, was for her love, as he at that time loved 
her much, and she laughed to think how he had 
concealed this adventure. Lady, said Grumedan, 
tell me what message you will send to Don Flores- 
tan. She, after pondering awhile replied, you sec 
in what plight my Knights are left, they can nei- 
ther protect me nor themselves, and must stay here 
to recover. I would wish Don Florestan therefore to 
guard me with you. Grumedan answered, I teHyou 
Lady that so courteous is he that whatever Dame 
or Damsel should ask of him that would he do, 
how much noore for one Uke you, to whom he hatk 
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to make atonement for a ^ult ?— Give me tlietr a 
guard to guide my Damsel. He gave her four 
Squires^ and she giving a letter of credence to her 
Damsel^ told her secretly what she should 8ay« 
I'he Damsel mounted her palfrey, and rode more 
than* apace till she reached the Round Chapel^ 
where she found Florestan talking with the Her- 
mit. Her face was uncovered, so that the Knight 
knew her, and welcomed her courteously. She 
gave him the letter and said, the Queen hatli bade 
me say that you have left her Knights in such plight 
that they are unable to guard her, and therefore as 
this hindrance comes from you she requests you to 
guard her to MiraEores, whither she goes to see 
Oriana. I thank your Lady, replied Fk)rc5tan, for 
thus commanding me j we will go from hence so a«. 
to reach her tent by day-break. Well was the Dam.* 
sel pleased with the gentle demeanour of Florestan,. 
for he was comely and debonair, and in all things 
such as beseemed one of such high degree. So there 
they took their supper together, and the Damsel 
was- lodged that night in the hermitage, and flores- 
tan slept under the trees with his Squires, and 
roundly did he rest after the fatigue of the day. 
When it was time his Squires awakened him, and 
they and the Damsel accompanied him to the tent 
^vhftietbef arrived full eari^. She went 9tmg}it 
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to the Qae€Q> and Florettan ta Gramedan*! tentj. 

who was preparing to hear am$, and be seeing 

Flore^an embraced him ^oyhtiy. The Queen^ 

said he, desires yoa ftr her guard, and naetbinks she 

has made no bad bargain in losing her own Knights 

and gaining foxx In their stead. In truth, replied 

Florestao, I am right glad to serve her, and the 

more so since it will be in your company, whom X 

had not seen so long. God knows^oreplied the old 

Knight^ how I rejoice to see you. What have you 

done with the shields which you won?-*-I have sent 

them to the firm Island, that your friend Don 

Gandales may hang them where they may be seea 

by aU comen^ and where the Romans may seek 

them, if they are disposed to recover them. In 

that case^ said Grumedan, the Island will soon be 

well stored with their shields and arms. 

They now pame to the Oueen's tent. Florcstan 
would have kissed her hand, but she laid it on the 
sleeve of his mail, to show bow gladly she welcom- 
ed him. Don Grumedan then sent the wounded 
Eaights to the nearest town that they might \^ 
healed of their wounds ; this done Queen Sarda- 
mira mounted her palfrey^ which was as white as 
laowj the saddle and trappings were all wrought 
vith gold,.she herself was most liehiy habited^ aod 
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about her neck were pearls and jewels of great 
value,- which were the more set off by her own ex- 
ceeding beauty. Florestan took her bridle, and 
then she and her company went their way toward 
Miraflores, Now I say unto you that Oriana 
greatly grieved at her coming, knowing for 
what purpose she was coming 5 yet did she rejoice 
that Florestan was coming also, that she might en- 
quire of Amadis from him, and complain to him 
of the King her father 5 but disturbed as she was 
she ordered the house to be made ready, and rich 
cstrados prepared for the guests, and she apparelled 
, herself in her best attire, and so also did Mabilta 
and her other Damsels. When the Queen entered 
she came in between Florestan and Don Grume- 
dan, and Oriana liked her well, and thought that 
she should have been full glad to welcome her had 
she come thither on other errand. Sardamira would 
have kissed her hand, nay said Oriana, you are a 
Queen and I but a poor Damsel, who am suffering 
for my sins ! Mabilia and the Damsels then saluted 
her with great pleasure as being a Queen, but that 
" did not Oriana, who could show no sign of pleasure 
since the Romans had arrived, but she did welcome 
Florestan and Giumedan from her heart. They 
theft all seated themselves upon one estrado> and 
Oriana havii^ fdaced the two Knights before hor. 
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after she had spoken awhile wHh the Queea turned 
to Florestaa and said« good fneod, long is it since I 
hsFc seen you^ and diat grieved me for I loved yoa 
much^ as do all who know yoa, Greatis the loss 
which we in Great Britain feel by the absence of 
yoa and Amadis and your friends, who used to re- 
dress all wrongs ! and cursed be they who were 
the cause of driving you fiom my fiither ! if ye 
were here now as formeriy, a poor wretch who ex- 
pects to be disherited and farooght to the point of 
deaths might have some hope of help, for ye would 
defend her as ye have done, for ye never forsook the 
helpless in then: need } but such is her fortune that 
all have failed her except death ! and then she wept 
bitterly, having two thoughts in her mind : the one, 
that if her father gave her up to the Romans she 
would cast herself into the sea ; the other was the 
want of Amadis, which she remembered more 
livelily because of the likeness which florestan bore 
to him. Florestan well understood that she spake 
of herself. My good Lady, saidhe, God in his 
mercy will relieve great sorrows, and do you trust 
in him -, as for my brother Amadis, if his aid be 
wanted here, there are others who experience it else« 
where, for trust me he is well and at his own free 
call,. and is going about redressing wrongs, as -the 
one whom God hath gifted above. all others in the 
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^orM. Queen Sardamira hearing this exckimed, 
God keep Amadit from falling into the hands o( 
the Emperor who hates him mortally ! there is no 
Other Knight in the world whom he regards with 
such deadly hatred except it be one, who abode 
Sometime at the Court of King Tafinor of Bobe'- 
mia, and slew in battle Don Garadan, the best 
Knight except Sahistanquidio of lill his lineage. 
She then related how that battle had past, and in 
what manner the kingdom df Bohemia was by 
him ddivered from El Patin's claim. Florestan 
said, know you the name of the Knight who at« 
chieved all this so greatly to his honour ? — They 
called him the Knight of the Green Sword, or of 
the Dwarf, not that these were believed to be his 
true names, but because of the gfeen ik:abbard and 
belt of his sword, and of a Dwarf, who, thou^ he 
Ixad another Squire in his company, never leaves 
him. When Florestan heard this he mused aWhile> 
tesdving to go seek him, so soon as this business 
vras over, for he doubted not that this Knight was 
his brother Amadis. Orlana knew this also, and 
"Was dying to speak with Mabilia 5 she said there- 
fore to Sardanura, you come from far Lady, and 
must need rest, and then she led her to her apart- 
ments, whidi were full pleasant with trees and 
^^untains. So having hit her there she retited 
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nith MftMia sad the Damsd of Denmark^ and 
told them she verily believed that the Knight^ of 
whom Qoeea Sardatnira had spoken, was Ama« 
dis. They answered, that they believed so ako, 
and now said Mabilia, the dream is out which I 
dreamt this night, for methought we were all fas« 
tened in a chamber, and there arose a great uproar 
without which pat as in fear, and yonr Knight 
burst the doors, and called aloud for you, and I 
showed him where you were lying upon an es-* 
trado, and be took us by the hand and carried us 
away, and placed us in a tower marvellously 
atrong, and said, remain here and fear nothing ! 
with that I awoke, aad this hath encouraged my 
lieart, and he will succour you. At this Orlana 
una rgoiced, and she threw her arms round her 
friend, the tears rufining down her fair cheeks-* 
Ah Mabilia my good Lady and true friend, how 
do you comfort me! God grant that your dream 
may come to pass 1 or if this be not his will, that 
Amadis may come and we may die together, nei- 
ther sUTvivitig the other. Think not thus, replied 
Mabilia, for Gckl, who hath so jMrospered him in 
&e aflfairs of others^ w^l not forsake him in his 
<>vn ; but do you speak wiA Florestan, and beg 
l^and his friends to endeavour that you may not 
ht catf led away from ihitf country, and let lita xe* 
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quest tiu8 of Don Galaor in his own name and ia 
yours. 

But I must tell you that Don Galaor, though no 
one had so counselled him, was resolved so to ad- 
vise the King, and you shall hear how it fell out. 
Lisuarte had been hunting, and when their sport 
was dcMie, as he was leading the King*s palfrey 
along a valley he let the rest pass and called to Ga- 
laor, and said to him, my good friend and loyal 
servant, I never yet asked your council that good 
did not come of it. You know the great power of 
the Emperor of Rome, who has sent to ask my 
daughter for his Empress, wherein I see two things 
great^ to my advantage $ the one, that I shall wed 
my daughter so honourably, and have thatEm- 
peror to assist me whenever need shall be 3 the 
other, that my daughter Leonoreta will remain 
heiress of Great Britain, and upon this matter I 
wish to consult with my good men whom I have 
called together for that end. Meantime now we 
are thus alone do you ddiver to me your opinion^ 
for I well know you will advise me to my good. 
Galaor remained thoughtful for a while, and then 
replied. Sir, 1 am not so used to these things that! 
should advise you. I pray you hold me excu»cd. 
— Nay, tell me your opinion Galaor or yoK will 
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offend me, afid 1 shall be greatly grieved therear, 
never having received aught from you but pleasure 
and good service — Since you will put my weak^ 
ness to the proof, I must say^ that, if you think 
by this marriage to place your daughter honour- 
ably, and in greater power, it will be quite other- 
wise than you think j for she bdng the heiress of 
this land you cannot do her grtater wrong than to 
deprive her of tliat inheritance, artd deliver her to 
the subjection of a stranger ; for she will have no 
rule in that strange land ; and allowing that she 
coiiid attain that which is the utmost in such casefi, 
that she should have sons, and see them married, 
then will her state be worse than before, seeing 
another made Empress. But as to what you say, 
that he will help you in your need,— considering 
your high rank and power, it would be shame ^o 
think, that you could ever need his help. More 
likely is it, by what all say of his arrogance, you 
should for his sake, incur great danger, and waste of 
treasure without profit; but the worst is, that doing 
service to him, you must become subject, and as 
such, be recorded for ever, in his books, and 
chronicles 5 and this. Sir, I hold to be the worts t 
dishonour that could befall you. That you would 
make your daughter Leonoreta heiress of Great 
Britain is a Btill woTSp error, and so it is that many 
▼Ot, III. ^i 
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errors proceed from one 5 that you would dispossess 
such a daughter^ to endow another^ who has.no right 
to her inheritance ! God forbid that I should coun« 
ad such a thing, not only when your daughter is 
concerned^ but were it the poorest woman in the 
world.. I say this for the faith I owe to God, to 
you, to my own soul, and to your daughter; fyt 
being your vass^, I hold her as my liege Lady. 
To-morrow I must set out for Gaul 3 because the 
King my father has sent for me. I know pot for 
what cause 3 if it please, I will give this, my opi- 
nion, in my own han^^-writing, that you may 
shew all your good men what I have said 3 and if 
there is any Knight who gainsays me, I will do 
battle with him upon that point, and make him 
confess it to be true. 

The King was little pleased at this. Don Galaor, 
said he, since you must go^ leave mc this writing. 
• This he asked with no design to produce it, unless 
there should be great peed. So the next day Ga- 
laor left this writing with the Kjng, and took his 
leave, and departed for Gaul. Now it was his 
wish to prevent the marriage^ because it was not 
for the King's honour, and because he suspected 
the love of Aipadis and Oriana ; and when he 
found the King was determined upon it, he wished. 
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to be absent. Bat Oiiana knew nothing of this 
aad tbeiefore besought Florestan to request Don 
Gralaor*s aid. Thus as you have beard, that day 
passed at .Miraflores. Greatly was Queen Sarda« 
mira |deased with Oriana^ and much did she mar* 
vel at her exceeding beauty ; albeit it was im«> 
paired hj long sorrow^ and the dread of this mar* 
riage : nor would the Queen speak at first ccm* 
ceroiDe: the Emperor, but rather of such news as 
l^eased her. But when on another day, she did 
speak on diat subject, she received such answers 
fixxn Orifflia^ tiiat she never dared renew it. 

When Qri^ia knew Florestan was about to depart^ 

she led him under some trees, where there was 

an estradb placed, and maldng him sit befere 

her, she covertly explained to him her wilL Her 

&dierj she said, wished to disinherit «her, and 

lend her into a strange land, and she besoi!ight 

him to pity her, for she expected nothing but 

deatibs she therefore besought not only him whom 

she loved so wdl, and in whom she had confidence^ 

but she complained to all the Nobles of the realm 

and to all B^acant Knights, and she called upon tl^m 

I to pi^ her, and change her father's purpose $ and 

do yea my good, fnend Don Florestan, said she^ 

ooimsdi him thus$ and make him8eosU>leof the 

Ma 
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great craelty, and wrong which he wonld do me* 

Florestan answered. Good Ladj, believe yon, that 

I will serve you with the came earnest desire, as I 

would serve the King my Either. But I cannot 

say this to King Lisuarte, because I am not his 

vassal, nor would he have me in his council, 

knowing tliat I hate him for the wrong which he 

hath done to me, and to my lineage. What sw- 

vicds I and my fether have since done him, was 

for the love we bore to Amadis, and because if 

this land had then been lost, the loss would have 

been yours, whom my father esteems as one of the 

best Princesses in the world, and if he knew 

your wrongs, believe me Lady that he and all his' 

friends would make ready to redress them, which 

he would do for the poorest woman living ,- do you 

therefore good Lady, take good hope, for yet if 

it please God I trust to bring you help. I will 

not rest, till I arrive at the Firm IslaDd> there I 

shall find Agrayes, who greatly desires to serve 

you, because you were brought up by his parents, 

and we will consider together what may be done. 

that Agrayes is there ? cried 

rumedan told me so, to whom he 

re. — God be -praised! salute him 

and tell him I have in him that 

reasonably I ought to have, aod 
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if meandjoie he know any tidings of your brother 
Ainadis> let him send me the news> that I may tell 
them to his cousin Mabilia who is dying for want 
of hina ; and God direct you> and grant that you 
and Agrayes may come to some good result for 
my succour* florestan then kissed her hand^ and 
departed. 
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CHAPTER 15. 



The Knight of the Green sword, and Don Bmneo 
of Bonamar, and Angriote went sailing on with 
Grasinda^ sometimes with fair wind, sometinaes 
with foul, as it pleased God to send it-, till they 
came into the ocean-sea which is by the coast of 
Spain ; and when he of the Green Sword saw him- 
self so near Great Britain, li^gave thanks to God, 
that, after escaping so many perils, he was at last^ 
m sight of the land wherein his Lady dwelt. Then 
called he the vassals, and desired that no one 
would call him by any other name, than the Greek 
Knight, and bade them strive to reach Great Bri« 
tain. He then bade Gandalin bring him the six 
swords, which Queen Menoresa had given him 
in Constantinople. Two of them he gave to Bru- 
neo and Angriote, who marvelled at the richness 
of their accoutrements, and one he took himself. 
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^ bidding Gandalin place hb own Green Sword 
I where none might see it^ legt he should be known 
in King Lisuarte's Court* 

tills was between nones and vespers^ and Grasinda 
b«ng aweary of the sea, was led on deck, that she 
might be refreshed by the sight of land, and so sate 
talking wilh the three Knights, wher\ it was about 
sun-set, they saw a ship, and the Greek Knight 
bade the sailors steer towards her, and when they 
were within hearing, Angriote hailed them courte- 
ously, and asked whence the ship was going, and 
who were in her ? answer was made, the vessel 
belongs to the Firm Island, and two Knights of the 
Island are on board, who will tell you what you 
please to ask. When the Greek Knight and hia 
comrades heard this, their hearts rejoiced, that 
they should now hear, what they so much wished 
to hear. Friend, said Angriote, I pray you for 
courtesy, request your Knights to come up, that we 
may ask news of them, and if it please you,^ tell 
us their names. Tha^, they answered, we will 
uot do, but we will say what you desire. Presently 
the two Knights came on deck, and Angriote 
asked them, if by chance they knew where King 
liisuarte then was.- We know all concerning him, 
m4 
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they replied, but first we would enquire a thing for 
which we have undergone great toil, and will yet 
go thro' more. Know you any tidings of a Knight 
called Amadis of .Gaul ? in quest of whom liTs 
friends are perishing, and wandering all over the 
world. "When the Greek Knight heard this, the 
tears ran down his cheek for pure joy, ta think how 
true his friends and kinsmen were to him ; but he 
continued silent. Tell me who you are, said 
Angriote, and I will then relate to you, what we 
know concerning him. The one answered, know- 
that my name is Dragonis, and this my companioii 
is Enil ; and we are going over the Mediterranean 
Sea, to seek him in all its ports of either shore. 
God give you good tidings, cried Angriote j in 
these vessels we have mariners from sundry parts, 
and I will enquire among them if any one have 
heard of him. This said he by the Greek Knight's 
bidding. Now tell me where King Lisuarte is at 
present, and what you know of Queen Brisena, 
and of hb court,. Dragonis answered, he is in^ 
the town of Tagades, which is a sea port opposite 
to Normandy j and there he holds a court, to con- 
sult with the chief men of the land, if he shall 
give his daughter Oriana to the Emperor of Rome, 
who hath demanded her in marriage 5 many Ro- 
mans are come to escort her^ among whom are" 
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Selusfanquidio, Prince of Calabria, and with Iheid 
Queen Sardamira is arrived to accompany Ori^na, 
irhom £1 Patin already calls Empress. The heart 
of the Greek Knight failed him, and he stood like 
a man dismayed^ but when Dragonis came to 
relate the bitter lamentations which Oriana made^ 
and how she had appealed to all the high-bom 
men of Great Britain ; then was his heart com- 
forted, and he tock courage, thinking that as th& 
thing displeased her, the Romans could neither 
be so many, nor so mighty, but that he would 
rescue her from then), by se^ or land. This 
would he do for the poorest Damsel in the world, 
how much more for her, of whom if he had lost all 
hope, he could not endure to live ! and then he 
gave Grod thanks for directmg him, at such a poini 
of time, to the place where he might serve his 
mistress, and somewhat requite her for the love 
she bore him, and win her, and have her his qftm, 
even as .his heart desired, without fault. These 
thoughts made him fuU joyful, andhebadeAngriote 
ask Diagonis, how he had learnt this news: It 
is four days, replied the Knight, since Don Quad* 
Tagante arrived at the Firm Island, which we have 
so lately left, and with him, his nephew Landlx^ 
and Gravarte of the Perilous Valley^ and Mandate 
. us 
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cil of the silver bridge^ and Hellan the haagbtj. 
These ^vc came to consult with Florestan and 
Agrayes^ how they should proceed in search of 
Amadis, whom we are. seeking. Don Quadra- 
gante would have sent to the Court of King 
Lisuarte, to know If any among the strangers 
there^ knew aught of that excellent Knight^ but 
Don Florestan told him, that they knew no tidings 
of Amadis there^ for he had been at Miraflores 
with the Princess Oriana^ as the guard of Queen 
Sardamira, all whose Knights he had over- 
thrown 5 and then he related the manner of his 
combat. 

Glad was the Greek Knight^ and his companions^ 
to hear of Florestan's good fortune j but when he 
beard M irafiores mentioned^ his heart leaped^ and 
immediately he took Gandalin apart^ and said to 
him, my true friend, you hear how it is 3 that if 
Oriana be thus given to another, both she and I 
must pass through death. Now I beseech you, very 
carefully perform what I shall bid thee. Do you 
and Ardian the Dwarf, take leave of me, and of 
Grasinda, saying you will go in that vessel, in 
quest of Amadis; and there tell my cousin Dra- 
gonis, an4 Enil, all the news of me, and bid them 
return t.o the tkm Islands and when you arrive 
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there beseech Quadragante aad Agrayes not to 
l^ave the Island, forj in fifteen days I will be 
'With them : and tell them to coUect all the Knights> 
and. bid Florestan^ and your father Gandales^ pre- 
pare all the shipping they can find^ and store theiu 
iTith food^ and arms, for I must go with them to 
a place appointed, which they shall know when 
I come. Be careful in all this, for you know how 
it concerns me. Then he called the Dwarf, and 
said, Ardian go you with Gandalin, and do as ho 
shall direct you. They obeyed their bidding, and 
took leave of Grasinda, andAngrio.e said to the 
Knights in the other vessel. Sirs, here arc a 8quire 
and Dwarf, who would go in your company in 
§aest of Axnadis. But when Dragonis and Enil 
paw Gandalin and Ardian, they were full joyful, 
and the more, when they heard the truth from 
Ihem. So they made sail for the Firm Island, and 
Grasinda with her company sailed on towards 
Tagadea. 

King Lisuarte was at this time in his city of Taga- 
des, taking council with the good men of his Lmd 
concerning the marriage of his daughter, but they 
aU advised him against the resolution he had taken, 
taying he wouM sin against God, if he dispossessed^ 
Si 6. 
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his daughter of her lawful inheritance, and gave 
her to la. stranger, a man of so evil a disposilion, 
and so fickle, that in as much as he desired her*- 
so much would he soon dislike her, as is the man- 
' Ber of such men. But tlie King remained firm in 
his' intentions, God permitting that his greatness 
and honour should be abased by that very Amadis, 
who had so greatly exalted it, and so often secured 
his kingdom and his life. This King not to change 
his purpose, but that his obstinacy and rigour might 
be more manifest to all, thought proper to sum- 
mon to that council his Uncle Count Argamon, 
who was very old and gouty. Yet he knowing 
the design of the "King, did not wish to leave his 
house, and advise him in vain. But when the 
summons came for him, he obeyed. Lisuarte met 
him at the palace door, and led him to his seat say- 
ing. Good Uncle, I have convoked you, and these 
(jood Men, to counsel me upon my daughter's 
marriage with the Emperor. Tell me now your 
opinion. Sir, replied Count Argamon, it is a 
grievous thing to answer you, in whatever maimer 
I shall do it 5 to contradict you will be to displease 
you, as all Kings are offended when their incli- 
nations are opposed ; and to agree with you would 
make us guilty of falsehood and disloyalty in the 
higbt of God and of the world. The same right 
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which 70U liad to this kingdom on your brolher'tf 
deaths the same and eren stronger right hath youy 
daughter Oriana after you. But you think by 
making Oriana Empress^ and inheriting Leonorieta 
in Great-Britain, to increase the rank of both. If 
you will look well to this, you will perceive that 
the contrary must happen ; for you cannot set aside 
the right order of succession to these kingdoms, 
and the Emperor having ycJur daughter Oriana to 
wife, her right will become his 5 and with his power 
after you are gone he will easily win the land j 
and thus will both your daughters be disherited, 
and this land which is so honoured and famous in 
4he world will become subject to the Emperors of 
Rome, and Oriana will have no other power therein 
than it shall please her husband to permit ^ so that 
instead of Sovereign she will herself be a subject. 
Uncle, replied Lisuarte, T well understand what 
you say, but I had rather you had approved of the 
promise which I have made to the Romans, for I 
cannot recallit. The Count answered, it is on 
the terms and confirmation that Ihat depends, and 
then you may preserve your honour and your word, 
and confirm or set aside as shall be best. You 
«ay welt, replied the King, and with that he broke 
up the assembly* 



d by Google 



27S 

Grafinda and her con^>an3r sailed on so long tBat 
the sailors one morning saw the noountain of 
Tagades, from whence the city at its foot took ita 
name. They immediately went to Grasinda, who 
' was talking with, the Knights, and said, 'Sirs, give 
ns our albricids,* for if the wind hold but one hour 
longer,, you will be in your port. Full joyful wras- 
Grasinda, and they all went on deck to see the 
land which they had so desired to see, and Grasinda. 
gave thanks to God who- had safely guided her,, 
and with great humility, besought him to prosper 
her enterprize and give her the honour which she 
desired. But I tell you that when the Greek 
Knight beheld thai land wherein his Lady dwelt, 
and which he had so long longed to behold, he 
eould not suppress his tears ^ he turned his face 
away that Grasinda might not see him weep, and 
having recovered, said to her with a cheerful coun- 
tenance, take good hope, my Lady, that yoi^ shall 
depart from this land with the honour which you. 
desire, for seeing your beauty sure I am that our. 
cause is right, and since God is the judge, that the 
konour will be ours also. But she^ who, seeing 
herself so near the trial, was somewhat fearful, 
leplied^ I have more confidence m your prowess,. . 



* The reward of good tidings. 
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than in mj ovm betuty } do you mnembar tbat^ 
aDd do as hesetofoie you have done, and you will 
make me the most joyful woman alive. Thea 
they called Ghnfesa one of her Damsels, who un- 
derstood a little French^ which King Lisuarte un« 
derstood also, and they gave her a writing in Latin 
to give to Lisuatte and Queen Brisena, and then 
return on board with their answer. The Damsel 
forthwith arrayed herself in rich attire, and her 
£kther, who was Grasinda*s steward, prepared 
horses and palfreys, which were lowered into a 
boat 5 and the Damsel with her two brothers, who 
were good Knights, and their Squires^ left the ves« 
sel^ and put to land. 

The Greek Knight then bade Lasindo go ashore in 
another boat, and to the city by another road, and 
ask if there was any news of his master Don Bruneo, 
feigning that he had been lefit behind ^ick when that 
Knight went in quest of Amadis^ under this pre- 
text he bade him learn what answer the Damsel 
received, and return on the morrow. Now I tell 
you that when the Damsel entered the town^ all 
were delighted to see her, how richly she was ar- 
rayed, and how well accompanied by those Knights. 
^ It so befell that Esplandian and Ambor de Gandel 
Angriote*s son^ were going hawking, and met the 
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Damsel^ \vho was enquiring the way to the palace. 
Hearing this^ Esplandian gave his merlin to Sargil,. 
and went up to her^ saying in French^ my good^ 
Lady> I will guide you, and shew you the King^ if 
you do not know him. The Damsel marvelled at 
his beauty and gentle demeanor, thinking that she 
had never beheld man nor woman so fair. Fair 
Child, , said she, whom God make as happy as Ii& 
hath made handsome, I thank God for such a 
guide. Her brother then gave Esplandian her brU 
die and he led her to the palace* 

The King was at this time out in the court undev 
a porch, talking with the Roman Knights, and 
had just given them his final promise to deliver 
to them his daughter, and they had bound them- 
selves to receive her as their Lady, ,The Damsel 
alighted, and was led towards him by Esplandian^ 
She knelt down and would have kissed liis hand, 
but that the King never permitted, save only when 
he conferred a favour upon a DamseL She gave 
him then the letter, and said. Sir, the dueen 
and all her Damsels must hear my biddings 
-that if peradventure the Damsels should be dis- 
pleased thereat, they may procure a Knight to 
defend their cause. King Arban of North Wales 
then went to Brisena^ and broug^it her and her 
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Ladiesj so fiiir a company^ that hardly could the 
like be founds and she seated herself by Lisuarte» 
aod the Damsels ranged themselves around her. 
The Damsel Embassadress kissed Brisena's hand 
and said^ Lady, if my errand shall appear strange, 
do not you marvel at us, £or your court b remark* 
able above all others for such things* because of 
jour worth and the King*s. Hear this letter, and 
grant what is requested therein. The King then 
ordered the letter to be read, which was thus. 

To the most high and honourable Lisuarte, King 
of Great Britain, I, Grasinda, the L%dy of beauty 
above all the Dames of Romania, kiis your hand, 
and make known to you that I am gome into your 
dominions with the Greek Knight, and the reason 
of my coming is this. Having been judged the 
fairest Dame of all the Dames in- Romania, so 
would I in pursuit of that glory which hath made 
my heart glad, be judged fair above all the Dam* 
sels in your court, that having won this victory 
also, I may rest in the happiness which I so much 
desire. If there is any Knight who will xmdertako 
the quarrel for any of your Damsels, he must 
prepare himself for two things, to do battle with 
the Crreek Knight, and to place in the field a rich 
crown, such as I bring, that the conqueror imj 
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present bodi in token of victoiy to her for whom k^ 
hath conquered. If this demand please yoo^ most 
nobk King> do you give me security fcjir myself and 
my whole company^ and for the Greek Knight^ 
save only ^m him with whom he shall combat > 
and if the Knight who fights for the Damsels 
shall be conquered^ let a second, and then a third 
comoon, for he in his worth shall keep the listt 
against all. 

As God shall help me, quoth Lisuarte, the Lady 
must be a full fair one, and the Knight must 
think not a little of himself ! a great fancy havo 
the^ taken up, which they might safely have avoid- 
ed ! howbeit. Damsel tell you your Mistress that 
she may come safely, and if there be none to gaiiv- 
say her, her will will be satisfied. Sir, replied 
the Damsel, you answer even as we expect, for 
from your court none can depart with just com- 
plaint, but because the Greek Knight brings with 
kim two companions, who require to joust, they 
must have the same safe conduct. Sot)e it, an* 
swered Lisuarte. In Grod*s name then, quoth she, 
to-morrow .you shall see them in your court ; 
and do you my Lady, said she to the Queen, com* 
inand your Damsels to be present, that they may 
>a«e how- their honour is increased or lessened by 
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tlieir champion* Then tod^ she leave and went her 
way to the shtp^ where her tidings were joyfully 
heard ; forthwith the arms and horses were land- 
ed, and one laige tent, and two lesser ones were 
pitched on shore, howbeit, only the steward and 
certain men as a guard left the ship to sleep in 
them that night. 

Now you must know that so soon as the Damsd 
had departed, Salnstanquidio, the cousin of the 
£mperor of Rome, rose up, apd with him a 
hundred Roman Knights, and he spake aloud 
that all might hear him. Sir, I and these good 
Romans ask of you a boon, which will be to your 
profit, and our honour. Lisuarte replied, I shall 
•willingly grant whatever boon ye ask. Let ua 
then, said Salustenquidio, answer this defiance 
for the Damsels, we shall render them a better 
account than the Knights of their own country 
can, for we ^d the Greeks know one another^ 
and the Greeks will fear the name of the Romans 
more than the deeds of those of this land. Don 
.Grumedan hearing tills immediately rose and said. 
Sir, although it be a great honour to Princes, that 
strangers come to seek adventures at their court, 
it soon becomes a shame and a reproach, if they be 
«pot discreetly received and restrained. This I jay 
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because of the Greek Knight's challenge^ if his 
pride should be satisfied^ and he should conquer 
those who are to oppose him, the danger would 
be theirs indeed, but the shame and loss of honour 
yours ; therefore methinks Sir, you should wait 
,tiil Don Galaor and your son Norandel arrive, 
who will be here within five days, and by that 
time Don Guilan the Pensive will be recovered 
enough to bear arms, and these three will under- 
take the quarrel, and thus maintain your honour 
and their o\vn. Lisuarte replied, this canUbt be, 
1 have granted the 'boon to the Romans, and they 
are such that they could bring greater adventure 
to a good end. That may be, quoth Grumedan, 
but I will prevent the Damsels from granting it, 
'and to them this matter appertains. No more> 
cried the King -, what I do, I have done. 

Salustanquidio then kissed the King*s hand, and 
said to Grumedan, I shall end this battle to my 
own honour and to the Damsel's $ and since you 
J)on Grumedan think so much of these Knights 
and of yourself that you say they would perform 
the battle better than we shall; if after the com- 
Jbat I am able to bear arms, I and two companions 
will dp combat* with them and with you, or if I 
^m unable I will bring another in my steady 
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vho shall well supply my place. In God*s name>' 
repbed old Grumedan, I accept the challenge for 
myself and for those who will bear a part with mel 
and taking a ring from his finger he held it toward 
the King, saying Sir, here is my gage for myself 
and those whom I shall produce with me, nor 
can the battle be refused since they demanded it, 
unless they confess themselves vanquished. Salus* 
taoquidio replied, sooner shall the seas be dty, 
than a single word of Rome be unsaid, unless it 
be to her honour ! if old age hath bereft thee of 
thy senses thy body shall pay for it, if tliou darest 
risk it in the battle. Certes, answered Don Gru- 
medan, I am not such a boy but that I have years 
enough; but this which ye think against me, is 
to my help, for I have seen many things, and one 
of them is that pride never comes to a good endj 
so will it happen to you, who are the captain and 
head of all pride. King Arban of North Wales 
then rose to answer the Romans, and with him 
full thirty Knights to take up the quarrel, and am 
hundred others rose also, but the King held a 
wand and bade them be silent, andX)on Grumedan 
also. And Count Argamon then said, order them 
to tbeir dwellings Sir, all of both sides, for such 
disputqi are not to ypur honour. 
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The King accordingly dismissed them^ but the 
Count then said« what think you Sir, of the airo* 
gance of this people ? and yet you will give your 
daughter to them ! how is it that one so wise as 
you will thus venture to tempt Grod ? remember 
how you made Amadis of Gaul and all his lineage 
forsake you, for your pride, and now you would 
conmiit yet another worse error ! Therefore Sir, 
1 discharge myself of my fealty and homage due 
to you, and will . go to my own }ands, that I may 
not witness the tears and wretchedness of your 
daughter. Oriana, when she is delivered up, for 
I am tdd that you have sent to Miraflores for her; 
Unde, replied the King, say no more upon this 
iul:ject, for what is done cannot be undone, and 
I prty you tarry yet three days longer to see the 
issue of these combats, of -which you shall be 
judge, with sudi other Knights as you shall ap* 
point, because you understand the Greek tongue 
better than any other man of my realm, by reaaon 
of yonr loi^ abocte in Greece. Aigamon answer- 
cd I will do this to please you, but longer I will 
-not tany, for I canniot endure the^ things, 

Lasindo the Squire of Don Bruneo, as the Greek 
Knight had enjoined him, learnt all that passed 



d by Google 



287 

aAer the departure of the Damsd, and returned 
to the ship to acquaint him^ and he told htm also 
how the King had sent for Oriana from Miraflores, 
to deliver her to the Romans, so soon as this com- 
bat was over. When the Greek Knight heard that 
Che Romans were to fight for the Damse]| he was 
fbll joyful : for what he most feared was, that his 
brother Galaor might be in the court, and take 
up their cause against him, in the which case 
either he must have died or have slain his brother^ 
far Galaor was the Knight who had put him in 
greattf danger than any with whom he had done 
battle, even though a Giantj therefore was his 
heart now at rest, and the more so knowing- that 
he was not to fight against any of his 'firiendd. 
Lady, said he to Grasmda, let us hear mass be* 
times to-morrow in the tent, and do you prepare 
yourself, for by God's hdp we shall bring thk 
adventure to such issue as you desire. 
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CHAPTER 16. 



On the morrow Grasinda with four Damsels heard 
mass in the tent, the three Knights being armed 
mounted, and Grasinda mounted her palfrey, she 
and her palfrey being arrayed in cloth of filk and 
gold, with pearls and jewels, that the greatest 
Empress in the world could not have been more 
richly adorned. This day had she long looked for, 
and therefore had prepared the ornaments, the cost- 
liest that could be procured, for having great posses- 
sions, and neither husband nor children, nor peo- 
ple, she thought of expending her wealth no other 
way than this. Her Damsels also were in rich array, 
and she herself appeared so well, that all who 
beheld her thought her beauty marvellous. Great 
confidence did her champion feel in beholding her ap- 
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t)earance that day ) she wore nothiog upon her head, 
except the crown which she had won as the fairest 
among all the Dames in Romania. The Greek Knight 
led bet bridle : the armour which he wore Grasinda 
had provided for him 5 the breast plate was white 
as snow, the surcoat was of her colours and laced 
with threads of gold, and his helmet and shield 
were of the same colour as the surcoat. Don 
Bruueo wore green armour, and he bore a Damsel 
in his shield, and before her a Knight whose arms 
were waved with gold and murrey, as if he had 
been supplicating her. Airgriote of Estravaus rode 
a mettlesome horse, his arms were or and argent, 
he "led the Damsel Embassadress, and Bruneo took 
her sister's bridle 5 the tliree Knights had their 
helmets closed, the steward and his scms went with 
them, and in this array they reached the place 
where combats were performed. In the middle of 
this place was a marble pillar of the height of a 
I. an, whereon they who came to demand battle 
were to place shield, or helmet, or garland of flow- 
ers, or glove, as their gage. When the Greek 
Knight and his company arrived, they saw the 
King at one end of the field, and the Romjn* 
Knights at the other, and among them Salustan- 
q'lidio in black arms, bearing serpents or and ar- 
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gent ; so huge of stature was he, that he seemed 
like a giant 5 and th^ horse he rode was of growth 
marvellously great. The Queen was at her win* 
dow, and the Princesses near her, and among 
them was the fair Olinda wearing a rich crown. 
But when the Greek Knight beheld the Queen- and 
her Damsels^ and saw not Oriana whom he was 
wont to see among them, his heart trembled with 
the want he felt of her 5 howbeit beholding Salus- 
tanquidio how stem and strong he seemed, he tur* 
ned to Grasinda whom he perceived to be dismayed, 
and said to her, be not affrighted Lady to belndd 
a man of such disproportionate body, for God -will 
be for you, and I will make you win that, which ^ 
will gladden your heart. May it so please hixxi in 
his mercy, she replied. 

Then he took the rich crown from her head, and 
riding gently to the marble pillar, placed it thereon^ 
and returning to his Squires who held three lances, 
each with a pendant of a different colour, he took 
the strongest, and threw his shield round his neck, 
and rode to the King, to whom he said in Greek, 
having forgotten himself, O King, God be ivith 
you ! I am a foreign Knight who come hither from 
Greece to prove your Knights, who are so good, 
not at my own will, but at the will of her who haa 
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power in this instance to command me j but, my 
good fortune it should seem so ordering it, the trial 
will be between me and the Romans ; bid them 
therefore place the crown of the Damsels upon the 
pillar, as was covenanted. He then brand'ished 
his lance and rode to one end of the lists. The King 
did not understand what he said> because he had 
spoken in the Greek tongue, but he said to Arga*< 
mon, it seems Uncle that Knight will not chuse 
dishonour for himself. Certes, Sir^ replied the 
County although you would partake some because 
these Romans are in your court, I should be right 
glad to see their pride liumbled. I kitow not how 
that will be, said Lisuarte, but methinks we shall 
see a fair encounter. Now the Knights, and all 
they of the King's household, seeing how the Greek 
Knight rode and appeared in arms, marvelled at 
him, and said they had never seen so promising a 
Knight, except it were Amadis. But Salustan- 
quidio who heard these praises and saw how all 
eyes were fixed upon the Greek Knight, exclaimed 
angrily — What is this ye men of Great Britain ? 
why do ye marvel to behold a Greek Kni^t, who 
can do nothing but manage his horse in the field ^ 
this is a sign that you can never haye performed any 
worthy feats of arms when this surprizes you. You 

^ N2 

Digitized by Google 



292 

shall see him who is so fair on horseback^ heartless 
and dishonoured upon the ground! 

The Roman th^ went where the Queen was^ and 
said to Olinda^ Lady give me your crown^ for you 
are she whom I prize above all others 3 do not 
fear to give it me, for 1 will return it presently 
with the other, and you shall enter into Rome with 
it ', for the King and Queen will consent that I 
shall take you hence with Qriana, and make you 
the Lady of me and my land. Olinda hearing 
this, despised his presumption, but her heart and 
limbs trembled, and a lively colour flushed over 
her cheeks, and she did not give him the crown. 

- Salustanquidio repeated, do not fear, the honour 
shall be yours, and that foolish woman shall go 
hence without her crown which she hath trusted 
tp yonder cowardly Greek. Yet would not Olinda 
give it, till the Queen herself took it from her head 
and gave it him, and he placed it by the other on 
the marble pillar, and hastily demanded his arms* 
Three Roman Knights brought them to him y he 

^hung on his shield and helmed himself, and took 
a strong lance with a' long and sharp iron head ; 
then seated himself on his horse ; he now seeing 
that all were looking with admiration at his great 
size, grew more confideut, and said to the King 
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I will let yxnir Knights sec what diffenjncc there b 
between them and the Romans. I shall conquer 
that Greek, and as he said that if he conquered me, 
he would combat other two, 1 will combat the two 
best whom he can bring, and if their courage fail, 
let a third come on ! Don Grumedan, who was 
swelling with anger to see the arrogance of the 
Roman and the patience of the King, exclaimed^ 
Salostanquidio, have you forgot the battle which 
you are to wage with me if you escape from this, 
tbat you demand another ? This k an easy busi- 
ness, replied Salustanquidio» With that, the 
Greek Knight cried aloud, Mishapen Beast, what 
are you talking about, and letting the day run on I 
remember what you have to do I The Roman at 
this, turned and ran at him. They ran at each 
other full speed, - their lances laid in rest, and being 
covered with their shields j the horses were both 
fleet, the Knights both strong and mutually en- 
raged. They met in the middle of the lists, and 
neither failed in his blow. The Greek Knight 
struck him on the edge of his shield and pierced it, 
and struck the strong plates of iron beneath, with* 
so rude a blow that though it did not pierce them, 
it bore him from his saddle. The Greek Knight 
passed on, carrying the lance of Salustanquidio 
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hanging in his sKicld and in the sleeve of his mail, 
so that all thought he was wounded, but it was not 
so. He drew out the lance, and raised it with an 
overhand grasp and turned to Salustanquidio and 
saw that he did not move, but lay as if he were 
dead ; this was no wonder for he was a large maa 
and bulky, and had fallen from a high horse, and 
his armour was heavy and the ground was hard, 
and moreover the left arm upon which he had fal- 
len, was broken near the wrist, and the greater 
part of his ribs put out. The Greek Knight who 
thought him stronger than indeed he was, stopt 
his horse, and held the lance point at his face, for 
his helmet had fallen off with the shock, and said to 
him, Knight you will not be so discourteous as not 
to award the crown to that fajr Dame, because 
fihe merits it ! but the Roman made no reply. 

The Greek Knight lefl him and went up to the 
King. Sir, quoth he, though yonder Knight is 
free from pride now, he will not award the crowns 
to the Dame who is waiting for them, nor defend 
them, nor yet answer me 3 do you therefore de- 
cree that they are hers, as by right they are, 
otherwise I will strike off his head, and so decide 
it ; this he said in Greek, and then rode back to. 
Salustanquidio. The King asked Argamon what 
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he had said^ who haviog interpreted k, added^ it 
will be your fsmii if yon 8U0er the Knight to be 
£lain before you, for you may lawfiilly award 
the crowns to the Conqueror. Sir^ quoth Gru* 
medan^ let the Greek Knight do what he will, 
for these Romans have more tricks than a fox, 
and if this one lives he will say that he was able to 
maintain the battle, if you had not hastily ^given 
judgement against him. All laughed at this except 
the Romans, whose hearts were bursting. But the 
King seeing that the Greek Knight had alighted 
and was going to cut off Salustanquidio*s head, 
said to Count Argamon, haste uncle, and bid him 
spare him, for I judge the crowns to be his. 
Count Argamon cried out aloud to him to hold 
his band and hear the King's request : he drew 
back and resting his sword upon his shoulder 
waited to hear the Count's bidding, which having 
heard he replied, I am content, and know Sir, 
that if I had fought with any of the King's vassals 
I would not have slain him, if by any other means 
the combat could have been decided } but for the 
Romans I would kill them or dishonour them as 
wretches that they are, following the bad example of 
their arrogant Emperor, to be boasters hrst, and 
cowards when put to the proof* He then mounted 
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again and took the two crowns from (he pillar, 
and placed the crown of the Damselt upon Gra- 
sinda's head, giving the other to one <^ her Dam-* 
sels to keep, and he said. Lady, your wish is 
accomplished, and I by the grace of Grod am 
discharged of my promise ! go now if it please yoa 
and rest in your tent j I will remain to see if any 
of th^ Romans will take the field to revenge this 
shame that they have received. Sir, she replied, 
I "^ill not leave you yet, for I can receive no 
greater pleasurfc than in beholding your rare chi* 
valry. 

He then examined his horse, and found him fresh, 
for he had had little labour that day, so he threw 
the shield round his neck, and took another lance 
with a fair pendant, and said to the Damsel £m* 
bassadress, go my friend to the King, and teH 
him that as I promised if I was able after this first 
battle, to combat with two Knights at once, I 
must now make good that vaunt, but say that I be- 
seech him not to send any of his Knights against 
me, for they are of such renown that they would 
gain no honour in conquering me 5 leave that 
to the Romans, and let them see if I fear them 
because* I am a Greek. Tiie Damsel delivered 
her bidding in French, and Lisuarte answered, it 
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would ilot please me that any of my hoasehold 
thould go against him ; he has done enough to day 
for his honour, and if it might please him to re* 
main with me I would recompense him weU.. 
I forbid all mj subjects to challenge him, for I have 
other things to attend to -, the Romans may do as 
Ihey like. This he said, for he had much to 
arrange about his daughter's departure, and like- 
wise because at that time none of his good 
Knights were present, tliey haying, all departed 
Ihat they might not see tlie cruel^ and injustice 
which he was about to commit against Oriana> 
only Guilan the Pensive rema'med being sick, and 
Cendil of Ganota who had been shot through the 
kg with an arrow by the Roman Brondajel of the 
Rock, when hunting with the King. The Dam- 
sel answered, many thanks Sir for your gracious 
offer, but the Greek Knight's choice is to go 
about the world redressing wrongs ^ if he would 
have remained with the Emperor of Constantinople 
he might have been rewarded with whatever he 
would have asked. I pray you, quoth the King, 
tell me by whom is he commanded ? — Certes 
Sir, I know not ; but if by any one, it must be 
by one whom he greatly loves. I must bear him< 
back your answer, whoever will seek, may find 
himLin the lists tijl noon. 
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When the Greek Knight heard this reply he gave 
bis lance to one of the Steward's sons^ and his 
shield to the other, and bade him place the shield 
upon the pillar to see if any of the Romans wduld 
challenge him; his helmet he « did not take off 
lest he should be known, and thus he stood talking 
"With Grasirida, and holding her bridle. Ther^ 
was among the Romans a Knight called Maganil^ 
who was the best next to Salustanquidio, and his . 
countrymen surely thought that no two Knights 
in Great Britain could stand against him, and he 
had two brethren hqih of great worth in arms^ to 
him the Romans all looked for vengeance, but he 
seeing this, said to them, I cannot take up this 
challenge, for I promised Salustanquidio that if be 
was not able I and my brothers would do battle 
for him against Don Grumcdan ) if he and hb 
companions should refuse it, then may I under- 
take this. While they were thus speaking two 
brethren well armed and mounted rode up, by 
name Gradamor and Lasanor, they were nephews 
of Brondajel of the Rock, the sons of bis sister^ 
who was a fierce and haughty woman^ by^ the 
Emperor's High Steward. They without speaking 
or making obeisance to the King, went int6 the 
-lists, and the one taking the Greek Knight's shieki 
dashed it against the pillar so violently that^e 
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hnkt it to pieces^ and exclainied foul befall hua 
who would permit the shield of a Greek to be 
placed there against the Romans! At this the 
Greek Knight was so enraged that his heart burnt 
for anger ; he left Grasinda and caught his lance» 
and heedless of a shield though Angriote called to 
him to take his^ he rode full against the two Ro- 
mans, and the/ at him -, the one who had broken 
his shield he smote ao rudely that he bore him 
froni his seat, and his helmet came off in the fall : 
he himself lost his spear 5 he drew his sword and 
turned upon Lasanor who was assailing him 
fiercely ^ him he smote i^n the shoulder and cut 
him to the bone, and i^nade him drop his lance, 
and with another blow upon the head, he made 
him lose his stirrups, and bow down upon the horse*s 
neck. Then lighdy passing the sword to his left 
hand he caught Lasanor's shield and tore it from 
his neck, and with the force brought him to 
the ground. The Roman presently rose, being in 
fear of death, and went up to his brother who 
had now recovered himself. The Greek Knight 
fearing lest they should kill his horse, alighted, 
grasping the shield he had won, and went towards 
them sword in hand* But then all were amazed 
to see his great prowess, and how little he cased 
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r for these enemies ! he had so prest them that Las^ 
nor cried out for mercy, and while he was crying, 
the Greek Knight lifted up his foot and kickmg 

. him in the breast, felled himj then he turned to 
the other who had broken his shield, but he couM 
not endure his might and ran towards the King 
that he might save him. The Greek Knight 
turned him, and drove htm towards the pillar, 
and then he ran round the pillar, avoiding the 
blows which his enemy aimed at him i» exceed- 
ing wratli, and which fell sometimes on the 

' stones and struck fire there, till at last being sorely 
wearied, the Greek Knight caught him in his arms, 
and squeezed him till ^l his strength was gone, 
then let him fall, and took his shield and dashed it 
upon his helmet so that he broke the helmet, and 
he made him mouut upon the pillar, and then thrust 
him down, and placed the fragments of the shiekl 
upon his breast ; next he took Lasanor by the leg 
and dragged him beside his brother, and all who 
were present thought he meant to behead them. 
And Don Grudeman cried out, metlunks the 
Greek hath well revenged his shield ! 

But Esplandian seeing this was moved to pity for 
the Knights, and calling out to Ambor, clapt 
spurs to his piilfrey^ the Greek Knight seeing 
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HbeooL approacH, snd that he was the fairest chfl j 
that ever he had seeu^ waited to know what he 
would say, and Espiandian said^ Sir, 1 beseech 
you grant me their lives, for they are conquered^ 
and the honour is already yours. The Knight 
blade semblance as though he understood him noli* 
Count Argamoa then came up and interpreted; 
and he replied, I should have had a pleasure is 
killing them, but I spare them for bis sake. Who 
is this fair child Sir, and whose son } No one 
in this land, replied the Count, can tell, and with 
that he related the manner how the child was 
found. I have heard mention of him in Romania, 
cried the Knight, is he not called Espiandian, 
and hath he not cortain letters on his breast? 
Would you see them ? said Count Argamoa. 
Willingly, and should thank you and him to show 
them to me,, for it is a marvellous thing to hiear^ 
^d jnore to see. Espiandian then drew nearer. 
He had on a coat of mail, and a French hood, 
wrought with lions of gold, and was girt with 
a goklen girdle ; the hood and coat were fastened 
together with gold broaches, a few of them -he 
opened, and showed the letters. Much was 
that Knight amazed, for it was the strangest 
thing that ever he had seen^ The white letters 
made the word Espiandian, but the coloured 
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Inters could he not read, though they were shai^ 
AOd well made. God prosper you fair child ! said 
he, and taking leave of the Count, he mounted 
gnd rode to Grasindar 

Lady, quoth he, you must have been displeased 
9t witnessing my follies, but impute you the fault 
to the pride of these Romans who provoked them^ 
Nay Sir, she replied, it rejoiced me to see your 
good fortune : then went they to their ships, both 
full joyiul, she for the crown which she had won^ 
and he that he had shown himself to the Romansk 
They took their tents aboard^ and went towards 
the Firm Inland. But Angriote and Don Bruneo 
remained on board one of the galleys, by his de» 
ure^ to . help Don Grumedan secretly in his com- 
bat^ the which being past, they were to hasten, 
to the Firm Island with tidings of Oriana. 
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CHAPTER 17- 



Yoa baye heard bow King Lxsuarte sent Quees 
Sardanura to Miraflores to talk to bis daughter of 
the greatness oi the Roman Emperor^ and the high 
rank whereto she would be eicalted by this marriage. 
Now 70a must know that he sent for her^ that she 
might departj bidding Giontes his nephew take an 
escort for her, and suffer no Knight to speak with 
her on the way. Giontes took with him Ganjel of 
Sadoca and Lasanor and other guards, and went to 
.Miraflores, and haying placed Oriana in a litter, 
for she could not go in any other manner by reason 
of iier exceeding afflicticm and continual tears, they 
and Queen Sardamira and her company took the 
road to Tagades. On the second day of their jour- 
ney what you shall now hear befell them. Under 
some trees near the road side there sate an armod 
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Kaigbt upon a grey horse besfde a fountain. He- 
wore a green surcoat over his breast-plate, fastened 
with green strings and eye-loops of gold, which, 
appeared marvellously well. As soon as he saw 
them he hung the shield round his neck and took 
. a lance having a green pendant, and brandishing it 
awhile, said to his Squire, go and say to the guards 
of Oriana that I request their leave to speak with, 
her; it will be neither to their hurt nor to hers J if 
they will permit me I shall thank them, if not, 
sorry as I shall be, they must try my strength. 
They hughed at hi» message, and replied, tell 
your Master he shall not see the Princess, and 
that when he has done all he can do, he will have 
done nothing. But Oriana hearing this, said to 
them, how does it concern you if this Knight 
wishes to speak with me I perchance he may- 
bring tidings which I should rejoice to hear. Lady^ 
replied Giontes, the King your father has ordered 
us to sijfFer none to speak with you. With this 
answer the Squire returned, and Giontes jH-epared 
for batUe. 

He of the Green Arms immediately rode towards 
him, they met with a brave encounter, both brake 
their lances, but the horse of Giontes dislocated 
his foot in the shock and fell, 3nd Giontes haying 
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one foot la the stirrap could not rise; the Koight 
passed fairly by hini> and then turning said, i 
beseech you let me speak with Oriana ! you will 
not fail for my guarding her> replied Giontes^ but 
the fault was in my horse. Ganjd of Sadoca 
then cried out to him not to touch that Knight^ 
or he should die for him. I shall hate you anoa 
in the same condition, replied the Knight of the 
Green arms, and taking another lance, ran at him> 
but he raised his blow. Ganjel smote him full.oa 
the shield and brake his own lance without moving 
him y he turned upon Granjel who was now sword in 
hand, and drove at him with his spear and sent him 
from the saddle. Lasanor then came on, the Green 
Knight dexterously avoided his lance, and made him 
lose that advantage 5 they dashed against each other> 
shield to shield, and Lasanor' s shield-arm was. 
broken with the shocks he of tbe Green Arms 
had drawn his sword, but seeing how Lasanor was 
disabled would not wound him, but he cut the bridle 
of his horse, and smiting him with the side of his 
sword,^ sent him gallopping away with his rider, 
af which he could not forbear laughing. Then he 
took out a letter, and went up to Oriani's litter.. 
She, seeing how he had discomfited three such 
good Knights, thought he was Amadis, and her 
he^ panted, but he humbly saluting her, said. 
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lady, Agraycs and Don ilorcstan send you thiw^ 
'Wherein you ^ill receive news that will give yoa 
great pleasure. Grod be with you ! I must return 
to them^ for certes they will need Ine, little worth 
as I am. Nay, quoth Oriana, you are not so ! 
that have I now seen. I beseech you tell me who 
you are^ who have gone through such danger for 
my sake.— Gavarte of the Perilous Valley, wha 
grieves to see what your father purposes against 
you 5 but I trust in Grod he will find it. difficult to 
accomplish, so many of this land and of other 
lands shall perish first, that all the world shall 
hear of it. — Ah, Don Gavarte my good friend ! 
God gFint there may come a time when I can re-* 
ward your loyalty ! — You are my natural Lady,, 
and it was alway my desire to serve you, and 
now is it more so in this injustice. I will be in 
your succour with those who serve you. — I be- 
seech you my friend, think then as you do now ! 
That shall I do as loyally I ought, replied-Ga'* 
Varte^ and with that he took his leave. 

Oriana then went up to Mabilia who was with 
Ctueen Sardamira. Methinks, said thje Queen, 
we are equal in our defenders, I know not if it be 
their fault or the ill luck of the road, that your 
Knights should be defeated where mine were. At 
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this they all laughed^ but the Knights had such 
shame that they durst not appear before them ; 
then they waited awhile till the Knights had 
holpen themselves, and till Lasanor*s horse came 
back. Meantime Oriana went aside with Mabilia 
and read the letter^ in which Agrayes and Don 
Florestan and Don Gandales informed her that 
G^mdalin and Ardian the Dwarf had arrived in the 
Finn Island^ and that Amadis would be with them 
in eight days^ and had sent to bid them prepare 
a great fleet. This tidings they knew would com- 
fort her^ and give her liope that Grod would be oa 
her side. At this were they greatly comforted «& 
with hopes of life, for before they had only looked 
for death, and Mabilia comforted Oriana, and 
besought her to eat, but she who had not eaten 
food before for great affliction, could scarcely 
eat now for very joy. 

As they drew near the town. King Lisuarte widi 
the Romans and many others went out to meet 
them, but then Oriana began to wail aloud, and 
she alighted from her litter, and all her Damsels 
alighted also, and when they saw" her make that 
dolorous lamentation, they also lamented, and 
tor^ their hair, and kissed her hands and her gar« 
ments^ as if death was come upon them, so tha^' 
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all present were moved to great compassion. The 
King beholding this was greatly displeased^ and he 
said to King Arban of North Wales, go to Oriana 
and tell her, I feel the greatest pain in the world 
to see her thus 3 and command her from me, ta 
return into her litter, and bid her Damsels re* 
mount their palfreys, and let her make better 
cheer and go to her mother, for I will tell her news 
that shall rejoice her. Kin^ Arban did accordingly^ 
as he was commanded; but Oriana answered, 
O King of North Wales t my good Cousin, since- 
such is my ill fortune, that you and they who go 
throc^h many perils to assist utihappy Damsels^ 
cannot assist me with your arms, now help me 
with yomr words ! and beseech my^ fether not to 
do me this wrong, and not to tempt God who hath 
favoured him so long! persuade him to come to me^ 
my Cousin, and with him Count Argamon and 
Don Grumedan, for I will not stir from hence 
till they come. King Arban hearing her speak 
thus, could not reply for weeping : he went back 
to the King and repeated what Oriana had said, 
but King Lisuarte was full loth to expose himself. 
to public view with his daughter, for the more no- 
torious her repugnance and grief should be, the 
greater would-be his fault. Howbeit Count Arga- 
X9pn entreated him. to' grant her request^ and DQa>, 
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Gnunedan coming up^ they went together towards 
ker. 

When Oriana saw him approaching she went mi 
her knees towards h\m, and her Damsels with her 
Wt he alighted and took her up and embraced her. 
Mj father and Lord, said she, have pity on your 
*owii child, and hear me before these good men. 
Daughter, said he, say what you please; I will 
hear you as I ought, with fatherly love. Then 
she fell upon the ground to kiss his feet, but he 
drew back and raised her again ; and she said. My 
Lord, it is your pleasure to send me to the £m« 
peror of Rome, and to separate n^e from you and 
from the Queen my mother, and from this land of 
which God has made me a native 3 from this de- 
parture I expect nothing but death, either that it 
will come to me, or that I shall give it to myself, 
BO that in neither way can your will be performed, 
and you will incur great sin. I shall be disobe- 
dient, and that upon your account, or I shall die 
and by your facdt. But to prevent all this and tq 
^erve God, I will enter into religion and so pass my 



** Aved piedad desta bija que en fuerte puutode vo> fu« 
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Ufe, leaving you to dispose of your Kingdom as 
it may please you 5 and the right which God hath 
given me, I will renoimce to my sister Leonoreta, 
or to whomsoever else you may chuse, and better 
Sir, could you give her to the Emperor of the Ra- 
mans than me, for should iie obtain me, he wilt 
become your mortal enemy 3 all that he covets 
being the possession oi this Kingdom. Daughter, 
Implied the King, I understand what you s^, and 
will answer you before your mother : go into your 
litter and proceed to her. 

They thdb placed her in her litter, and conducted 
her to the Queen, who received her with great 
love, but weeping, for that marriage was against 
her will. But neither she, nor the nobles, nor the 
people of the realm could make Lisuarte change 
his resolution ; and for this reason. Fortune, who 
was weary of favouring him, now shewed herself 
contrary to him, more to the advantage of his soul 
tiban of his honour. Count Argamon perceiving 
that his advice was of no avail, requested leave to 
go to his own land, and he departed. The Kihg^ 
then after he had taken food, and the cloths were 
removed, called for Brondajel of the Rock, and 
said to him, you see my friend how much this 
marriage is against the will of my dioghter and of 
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vnj vassals, who dearly love her, bnt I will not 
for that depart -6:0m my promise : make ready your 
vessels, and on the third day I will deliver her into 
your charge j but when you have her on board, 
see that ye do not permit her to quit her cabin, lest 
some evil should happen. Brondajel answered, 
all shall be done Sir as you command ; and though 
it be now grievous to my Lady the Empress, to 
depart from this land, where her friends are, yet 
when she beholds the greatness of Rome, and 
how Knights and Prmces will then humble them- 
selves before her, she will soon be wdl satisfied, 
and ere long Sir, we shall write to yia such ti- 
dings. The King smiled, and embi*aced him, 
saying, I believe that ye are such as will soon make 
ker regain her chearfulness. SalustaAquidio who 
was now recovered, besov^ht him to send Olinda 
with his daughter, and he being a King p)X)mised 
to take her to w^ when she arrived : at this the 
King was well pleased, and praised Olinda, say- 
ing, that for her virtues and great beauty, she 
well deserved to become a Queen. 

The next day they stoited their Alps, and Maga« 
lin and his brethren presented themselves before 
the Kii^, and said to Don Grumedan, the day of 
your shame is come, for to-morrow is the term 
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wiiich you in your folly appointed for the combat i 
bope not to avoid it^ for that can only be done by 
your confessing yourself coi\quered ; you shall 
now p^ for your insolence> as one who have more 
years than wisdom. Don Gromedan who was al- 
most beside himsdf at this menace rose up to answer, 
but the Kiog who knew his temper^ when his ho- 
nour was concerned, said to him, J beseech yon 
Don Grumedan, for my sake say nothing in reply> 
but make ready for the battle -, you know better 
than any one else, that these matters are not to 
be decided by words, but by deeds. Sir, said he, 
I will obey yoa j to-morrow I will be in the field 
with my companions, and then shall the worth or 
the no-worth of each be known. The Romans 
then retired, and the King calling Don Gramedan 
apart, asked of him, who have you to help you 
against these Knights? for they appear to me 
strong and courageous. Sir, .quoth the old man, 
J liave God to help me, and this body, and this 
heart, and these hands, which he hatli given me. 
If Don Galaor should arrive before tierce to-mor- 
row, I shall have him, for I know he will main- 
tain my cause, and then I cat-e not for a third ; if 
he does not come, I will fight them all three, one 
after another, if that may be allowed. The King 
«pUed, do you not see that the challenge was 
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&rce against three > and they will not alter it : al 
God shall help me/ I grieve to see that you have 
to comrades such as you need ip this great danger. 
Sir, cried the old Knight, fear not for me ; God 
irin help whom he pleases ; I go against pride 
with courtesy and fair dealing, and that which 
is pleasing to God will bear me out. If Don Ga- 
laor should not come, and none other o£ ^your 
Knight? should offer themselves, I will take the 
two best of my own. Nay, replied Lisuarte, such 
tssistants could not avail you ; I will advise you 
ktter my friend : I will secretly adventure my 
body with you in the battle, for you have often 
ifhrust yourself into extreme perils for me^ and un<* 
grateful should J be, if I did not risque my life and* 
Iwoour for you in return 5 and while he said thiff 
k embraced the old Knight and wept* Don Gra« 
piedan kissed his hand and answered, this is indeed 
(he greatest &vour I ever received firom you, and 
more than any services can ever have deserved; 
tut this must not be, and God forbid that a King 
like you should commit such a fault, for you are 
King, and Lord, and Judge, and must deal by 
strangers in this case, even as by your own subjects* 
Sifice it is so then, said Lisuarte^ I can only pra 
to Gkni to help you. 
^ voL.iii. a 

Digitized by Google 



814 

Don Grumedaa then went to hk lodging andor^ 
derod two dhh Ko^htg toprepsuie to assist liiai 
in Ak battle; but i tell you diat courageoas and 
practised as he was, his heart was burstings foi 
these men were not such as were needed in sad 
a combat $ yet so good a heart had he> that rathei 
would he have died^ than have done or said an} 
thing that might shame him j and he diewed dc 
fear. That nighi he passed in St. Mary*s Chapel, 
and on the morrow heard mass there with gteal 
devotion^ beseeching God that he might perinxq 
this battle to bis honour^ or if it was his pleasarCj 
that his day« ahoold then come to an end, to bav^ 
mercy on his soul. Then with a good courage 
he called for his armour $ he put on his bmaU-platc 
which was strong and white, and over it a coat* 
annoor of his own colours, which were naimBy with 
whitejwans : befiire be had finished arming himself 
there came in the £iir Damsel who had boen £in« 
bassadress to Grasinda and the Greek Knight, aixl 
with her two other Damsel^ and two Squires, f^h^ 
bore in her hand a goodly sword, with rich aocou- 
trements, and enquired for Gramedan, to whoca 
she said, Sir, the Greek Knight, who loves you foi 
whgt he has heard of you since he came into tl^fl 
land, and because he knows you have to do battk 
with the Romans, has left two right good Knights, 
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those wtiom yoa hare seen lA his compaof^ andf 
requests you to take nootho^ as jFOur comradet 
in this combat^ but accept t^em on his iai€i 
without fear> and he tends you also this good 
sword^ which has been tned as you beheld> when 
he struck the stone pillar with it, chasing that Ro- 
man. A joyful man was Don Grumedan at hear* 
ing this, knowing his own danger, and that they 
who were in Ae company <rf' the Greek Knight, 
must be good men. Damsel, said he, God prosper 
die Greek Knight, who is thus courteous to me, 
whom he knows not ) and €rod grant that I may 
one day requite him. She replied. Sir, you would 
truly esteem him if you knew him, and so will 
foa these bis comrades, when you have tried them* 
Go now forth, for you will find them waiting for 
you at the lists. 

Don Grrumedan xlrew the sword which had been 
sent Inm ; and"he saw how bright it was, aud that 
it bore no mark of the mighty, blow it had giveq 
and he blest it, and girded it on instead of his own. 
And he mounted the horse which Florcstan had 
giren him when he won it from the Romans, and 
' rode out, appearing like a comely and brave old 
man. He and the two other Knights courteously 
greeted each other, but he could not discover who 
o2 
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tfacy were, and then they entered the lists fo the 
great joy of all who lored Don Grumedan, to sea 
•him in auch company. The King marvelled much 
lliat these Knights haying no cause, and not know- 
ing Don Gnimedan, should place themselves ia 
such danger ; and seeing the Damsel Embassadress 
he sent for her, and said. Damsel why have these 
Knights of your company taken up the quarrel of 
one whom they know not? Sir, she replied, the 
good as well as the worthless are known by their 
feats : and the Greek Knight having heard of the 
worth of Don Gmmedan, and how this battle was 
appointed, and that few of your good Knights 
were at this time present, left here his compa- 
nions to be his faelp-naates ; such men are they, 
that before noon be passed, the arrogance of the 
Romans shall yet be humbled lower, and the ho- 
nour of your Knights well maintained. Glad was 
the King at this, for he feared greatly for Don 
Gramedan, and in his heart he thanked the Greek 
Knight more than he in words expressed. 

The three Knights entered the lists, and placed 
themselves at one end, Don Grumedan being be- 
ween the other twain : presently King Arban of 
North Wales and the Count of Clara came in as 
judges on th*eij: part} and Salustanquidio ani^ 
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Brondajd of the Rock» on the part of the Roihanfl 
Ere long the Roman Knights appeared on goodl/ 
horses, and armed in new and rich armour ; and 
being of great stature and large limb'd, they had 
the semblance of valiant men: theyn^ame with 
hag-pipes and tnimpets, and other Loud instru* 
ments -, all their countiymen accompanied them^ 
and in this array they went before the King, and 
laid. Sir, we will carry the heads of those Greek 
Knights to Rome, and let it not displease you if 
we do the same with Don Grumedan, for your 
displeasure would griere us : bid him therefore un- 
say what he has said, and confess that the Roman 
Knights are the best in the world. The King, in* 
stead of replying to this speech, said, go do yout 
battle^ and let them who shall win their enemies* 
heads, do with them as they pleaae. They then 
entered the lists, and the two Roman judges placed 
them in their places, while King Arbanandthe 
Count of Clara, did the same by Grumedan, and 
his companions. The Queen now came with her 
Dames and Damsels to the window, to behold (his 
combat ^ and she sent for Don Guilan the Pensive, 
who was still weak with his sickness, and for Cen- 
dil of Ganota, whose wound was not yet healed ; 
and she said to Don Guilan, my good*friend, what 
think you of this point wherein my father Don 
o3 
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Gnuned&n is placed } for she adled him hi&ean 
because he had fostered her 5' those Devils terrify 
mc,^ they are so huge and fierce. Lady, replied 
Guiiau, the event of arms dreads upon God and 
a ^ood cause; were I yonder with those two 
Knights, in the stead of Grumedan, I should not 
fear the Romans, though a fburdk were added ta 
them. Much was the Queen conaolod at ti^ats^F-* 
kg, and shepr^ed to Godin her beart to hdp im 
loster-father. 

The Kni^ts now moved on to their encounter^ 
they were aU practised in arms and in hcnemaii-i 
ihip, and neither missed his encounter : their lan^ 
ces all brake, «id then hapfpened what never be- 
fore had been seen in a combat of so numy before 
tfieKiflg, that the three Romans were borne from 
iiieir saddles, and Don Ckumedan abd his comrade* 
laipt their 5bats unmoved. Presently they turned 
thdr horses, and saW that the Romans had risen> 
and stood together. Don Bruneo who had recet- 
▼ed a slight wound in his left side, said to Grume- 
dan, since we have shewn them that we know how^ 
to joust, it wonld not be reas(xial^e now they are 
on foot, to attadc them on horseback -, the three 
then ali^ted, and went op to their antagonists^ 
Sir Knights of Rome, said Brunec), you must have 
\ 
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feft yoor horses to ihew how little 7<n regard tfaem I 
kit though we are not so renowned asjeare, we 
wiU not permit you to make this boast, md there- 
ibre have alio forsaken oars. The Romans, whose 
pride was somewhat quelled by their M, made no 
reply, bnt fett to with, their vwords. Then wa* 
thttc a fierce battle, and its matica were seen in 
broken shidds and helmets and streaming wonndf. 
But Don Grumedao, whose enmity against the Ro* 
mans was very great, chimed himself with great choler, 
and pressing on before his comrades was sordy hurt r 
but at that the other twain who had hitherto kepi 
bade their strength whUe they bore the heat of thdr 
enemies Hury, now shewed themsdves,. and pressed 
on the Romans with such might that the most they 
could do was to defend themselves, and that Hardly. 
Maganil, who was the bravest of the Romans, being 
no longer able to endure Angriote's blows, gave 
way before him, and drew as near to the Queea*s 
window as he could, and cried out Mercy, Lady, 
fot Grod's sake ! and I confess all that Don Grume- 
dan has said. Shame on thee, cried the conqueror, 
that is already manifest. And he plucked off his 
helmet and Hfted his arm as if to behead him, but 
at that the Queen withdrew $ and Don Guilan thea 
cried out. Sir Knight of Greece^ do not cany so 
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cariy his sweet odours where they will be ^ked. 
So belt then, replied Angriote> for the Queen's sak& 
and for your's whom I know cot. I leave him ta 
you^ see you that his wounds be cured, for I have 
cured him of his arrogance. Then he turned back 
and saw that Don Grnmedan had smote his en&* 
Qiy, and was kneeling on his breast; and pipimel-* 
ling his face with the hilt of his sword, but the 
Roman cried out aloud. Ah ! Don Grumedao^ 
•pare me ! . I confess what you have said is truths 
and what I said is a lie. Angriote full glad at this« 
called the judges, to hear what the Roman said^ 
and shewed them how tke other one had fled out 
of the lists from Don Brunieo. But Salustanquidio 
and Brondajel were so cast down, that they re* 
tii^d to their lodging, and could not appear before 
the King. 

Don Gramedan then rode before the King, and 
kissed his hand : and Bruneo said, God be with 
you Sir, we must return to our friend the Greek 
Knight. God be with you, replied Lisuarte, ye 
have truly shewn yourselves to be good men iii 
arms. The Damsel Embassadress then said to Li-^ 
sjiarte, be pleaded Sjr to beai: f»e a while in pri-y 
vate, before I depart : . the King then bade all 
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present withdraw, and then she said to him. Sir, 
hitherto you have been the best of all Christian 
Kings, and he to whom all Damsels looked with 
the most assured hope, to have their wrongs re- 
dressed. How IS your noble condition altered, that 
you use this cruelty and this sin against God and 
your own daughter and -your natural subjects ! you ' 
who as King are bound to observe right to all, and 
as father to protect her though she were by all the 
world forsaken. Not only to all the world is this 
an iH example, but her tears and lamentations rise 
tip to God against you. Look to it, and let the end 
of yonr days be like the beginning. Now God 
prosper you ! — Crod be with you. Damsel, replied 
Lisuartc, of a truth I believe you are good and of 
great discretion. 

She went to the two Knights, and they embarked 
on board their galley, and made such speed that in 
two days and nights they rejoined their fleet* 
JojrfuHy were they welcomed, and right glad was- 
the Greek Knight to hear how they had succoured 
Don Grumedan in his need. Know you what the 
King will do>vitb his daughter } said Grasinda.— ^ 
In four days she will be delivered to the Ronmns } 
hixt to see Lady, the grief which slie and her 
Damsels and aU the people make \ no tongue cah. 
o5 
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tell it. Tears came into Graunda's eyes, and she 
pra}^ed God to seod that poor Princess some help 
io this so great and undeserved a calamity. But 
the Greek Knight was a happy man hearing tliis^ 
for he had resolved to rescue her -, he neither re* 
garded the power of King lisuarte nor of the 
Emperor of Rome, for he could give them enough 
to do> and as by no other way could he hope ta 
gain possession of his beloved, so also in thus 
winning her, she would be his without any fault 
or breach of duty 5 these thoughts possessed him, 
when at the hour of tierce they feached the port in 
the Furxh Island. The Islanders, who daily ex* 
pected him, had seen the fleet a&r off and knew 
his signals ; then was there great joy, for they aU 
loved him well, and they crowded down to the 
shore, and with them his kinsmen and friends* 
When Grasinda beheld sudi a multitude awaiting 
them, she was greatly amazed, and the more ao 
hearing them shout Welcome! Welcome ou|r 
Lord, who has so long been absent from us ! Sir, 
quoth she, how is this that they greet you thus } 
He. replied, pardon me Lady that I havesoiong 
concealed m3rBelf> for otherwise I could not hare 
doDG without danger. I am master of this Island^ 
and that Amadis of Gaul of whom you have some- 
times heard. These Knights are all my kinsmen 
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snd friends^ and that multitude my vassals^ hardly 
will you find Knights in the world to equal their 
valour. I did not know you^ replied Grasinda^ • 
and I treated you as a poor Errant Knight ! how* 
belt some consolation is it to think that what ho- 
nours you received from me, were paid to your own 
ralour only, not to your rank or power. Lady, 
aaid Amadis, the honours I received from you, are 
more than either I, or those who are better thant 
me, can ever repay. 

Now had they reached the shore. Don Gandalet 
was ready with twenty palfreys for the Damsels, « 
but for Grasinda her own palfrey was landed, whose 
trappings were worked with gold and silver. She 
dad herself in rich attire ; planks were laid from 
the boat for their landing, and on the shore Agrayes 
stood to welcome them, and Don Quadragante,and 
Don Florestan, and Gavarte of the Perilous Valley, 
smd the good Don Dragcmis, and Orlandin, and 
Cranjes of Sadoca, andArgamon the brave, and 
Sardonan the brether of Angriote, and his nephewl 
Pinores and SerquUes and Madaasil of the Silver 
Bridge, and abov^ jthirty other good Knight^^ 
and the good Knight £nil wa^ already in the boat 
tdkidg with Amadis, and Ardian the Dwarf and 
G-andaUfi with the Daoasels c^ Grasiada. Thsa 
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Araadis took Gnrsinda by the afm, arid led hef 
on shore, and Agraycs and Florcstan placed her 
• on her palfrey, and she and her Danasels were 
conducted to the rich palace whereof you have 
formerly heard. Then was there great feasting$ 
xnadeby Gandalin, and Ardian the Dwarf, who 
.was steward of the hall, saw that all was well or* 
tiered, and many things did he say of merriment 
.whereat they all laughed. Amadis took Master 
Helisabad by the hand, and told all the Kniglit? 
that to him next to God he was indebted for his 
life, and he placed him at table between himself 
and Gavarte of the Perilous Valley. Yet could 
not all this festival, nor the joy at seeing agaiu so 
many and so dear friends, so cheer Amadis tha^ 
Jie was not sorely troubled, fearing lest the R07 
mans might escape him on the sea, so after the 
cloths were removed, he besought all the Knights 
to remain and hear him. They were all sileuty 
and he began. 

Sirs, since I left you last I have traversed many 
-strange lands, and atchieved many adventures ^ 
whereof it would be long to lell; but what mosjt 
,A>ccupied me was to redress the injuries of Dame^ 
and Damsels, for as they are bom to obey 
mod as their strongest arms are tear^ and ^ighsj so 
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are we bound to protect them against all wfiiy 
would do them wrong, and fight their battles evert 
aa the Greeks and Romans did in old times, where-^ 
by they have obtained such glory as shall last while 
the world endures. But now since ray return to 
these countries I have heard how King Lisuarte 
will deprive his daughter Oriana of the kingdom 
which is her lawful inheritance, and give her in 
marriage to the Emperor of Rome, against the 
cpnsent of all his people, and against her own will, 
for she cries aloud to God and to the whole world, 
complaining of this great cruelty. If tliis indeed be 
true that Lisuarte will commit this wickedness fear- 
ing neither God nor man, in an ill hour were we 
born if we do not remedy it ! Now tell me each of 
ye your judgement, for ye know mine. The 
Knights looked at Agrayes to speak for them. 
Your coming my good Cousin, . quoth he, hath 
doubled our strength and couragCj^ yet when we 
had little hope of that, we had determined to pre- 
vent this wrong, and die ourselves or destroy these 
Romans. This did they all affirm, and cried out 
that there should be no delay. Then Amadis left 
Grasinda in the care of Ysanjo the Governor, and 
he woald have left Master Helisabad also, but the 
Master said. Sir, if ever I can serve you it must be 
m adventures like these, wherein you may per- 
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^)fuice8taiidinneedofnr^ skiU. Ah^ good Master^ 
and my good friend^ cried Amadis^ God grant that I 
may live to give you a fit guerdon. Then bade he 
all the roads be guarded^ that no tidings might be 
carried from the Island : and that night they all 
embarked and made sail towards that part of the 
sea> whereby the Eomans must needs passv 
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CHAPTER la. 



The day was now come whereon King Lisuarte 
had promised to deliver lus daughter to the Ro- 
Bians > be having in vain again attempted to win 
her consent, left her in great anger, and went to 
the Queen whom he bade go and soothe her 
daughter's distress, firisena had often attempted 
in vain to change the King's resolution; she now 
made no reply but obeyed him, but when Oriana 
saw her mother and sister approach her, she went 
to her sobbhig aloud and kissed her hand and said, 
this parting will be for ever ! for my death is at 
band, and with that she swooned aw^. The 
King ihsa had her, senseless as she was, carried on 
board, and he made Olinda go with her, though 
that Princess on her knees besought him to send 
her home to her father, he in his r^e would not 
listen, but had her forced on board, and Mabilia 
and the Damsel of Denmark he made embark also. 
All having thus embaiked he mounted and rode to 
the port, and then he consoled his child with a 
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father's pity, yet gave he her no hope that hb m- 
tention was changed, but he himself was moved 
nevertheless, and wept after he had left her, and 
besought Salustanqnidio and Brotkla^l and the Arch- 
bishop of TalancJa to protect her and serve her well, 
then he returned to his palace leaving in the ship the 
greatest grief and lamentation that heart can think. 

Salustanqnidio thus having the Princesses, in bitf 
power, put Oriana and Mabilia into a cabin whicb 
had been richly fitted up for her and .fastened them 
in with strong bars and bolts, and he left Queers 
Sardamira and her company, and many of Oriana*s 
Damsels in the ship. But Olinda of whom he was 
80 passionately enamoured he resolved to cany to 
his own ship, though she struggled and besought 
him not to "separate her from Oriana, and clung to 
the door of Oriana*s . cabin, making such piteous 
moan that Oriana at hearing it, swooned away iii 
Mabilia's arms. Thus having disposed of the Dam^ 
dels they spread their sails, and departed, being full ' 
joyful that they had accomplished their Master^s 
desire, and they hoisted the great flag of the £m'' 
peror, upon the mast of the vessel wherein Oriana 
was, and all the other ships kept round about that 
to protect it. Thus merrily were tbey sailing on, 
.when looking to the right they beheld the fleet of 
Amadis, coming on full speed, to cut them oiF froni 
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1^ land toward whkh xhey went. Agrayes and 
Don Ouadragaute, and Dragonis and Listoran of 
the White Towechad agreed to attack the Romans 
and attempt the rescue of Oriana before Amadis 
eGold come up, and for this purpose they and their 
fthip got between the Romans and the shore. But 
Florestan and Gavartc of the Perilous Vall<gr, and 
Orlandm and Ymosil of Burgundy had the sam& 
^ish, and they sailed up between Agrayes and the 
enemy. And Amadis came on full s2aI straight after 
them^ that he might be the titrst in Oriana's succour.: 

Now I teiL you that when first the Romans be*, 
held this fleet, ihey thought they were ci^ssing- 
the sea in peace 5 but seemg how they divided into' 
three squadrons, that two/cut off their l&ding, and 
tliat the third made right toward them in pursuit,< 
tliey cried out# to arms ! — ^to anns ! for strangers 
are coming against us ! presently they ran to arms i- 
the cross-bowmen were placed in their station, the» 
others with Brondajel of the R,ock, were in the^ 
yessel with Oriana, which carried the Emperor's 
ftag. At this season the fleets encountered. 
Agrayes and Don Qaadragante hailed the ship of 
Salustanquidio^ who had with him the.&irOlinda, 
and then began a brave battle ; and Florestan and 
Gavartc sailing through the middle of the fieet, at^ 
fenced the ships of ^the Hukc of Ancona^ and o^ 
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tfae Aidi-btahop of Tahncia vhobBdagreatfi>rce 
oobottd, ao that the battle between them was ob- 
atinate. fiat Amadia steered right for the ship- 
that bore the imperial standard t and he laki his 
hand QQ Angriote*s shoulder^ and said^ Sir An^ 
griote, my good friend^ remember now the lo^altx 
jott have ever ineot&sted towaird your friends, and 
hdp me manfiilfy in this enterprise. If it please 
God that I socoeed, well now tiM I here Mfil 
mj honour, and my good fortune I Angriote re* 
I^ied, Sir, I am ready to die for you ! your ho^ 
aour shall be maintained, and God will be with 
yoia. The Ships were now near each other, and 
such a discharge was there, of arrows and stones 
and lances, that they £^ as fast as though the^ 
were rained down. Amadis aimed atnothkigbttt 
to grapple with the other vessel ; but they who 
were therein, though fax oaore in nun^ber, durst not 
adventure that, seeing how fiercely they were at* 
tackql, and defended themselves with iron hooksi. 
and sundry other weapons. Now when TantUes 
of Sobradisa, who was the Queen of Sobradisa*s 
high-steward, and was now in the Castle, saw 
that Amadis couid not bring this to effect, he or* 
dered a great anchor to be brought, fitstenod to » 
loag chain -, and from the Castle, they threw it 
into the £nemy*s ship, and then pulling at the 
chain with all tl^ir n^ghl;^ thqy broi^t the aht{* 
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together^ and held them lo, that tbef could by o^ 
meflns separate, unless the chain ahoukl break* 

Then Amadis made yny through his own > peoj^ 
who were somewhat dismayed^ and setting foot on 
the edge of his own ship, leaped into the other ; it 
was a great l«q>> so that he fell upoD his knee, and 
they laid tm him many tdows before he could rise. 
Howbeit mau^^ their efibrts he rose and hnd hand 
to his good sword. Angriote and Don Bruseo had 
followed him, and they all laid on maofulty and 
ahottted Gaul, Gaul, for Amadis is here t MaUlia 
heard that cry, and exclaimed to Oriana — ccnnfort i 
comfort ! you are succoured by the blessed Knig^ 
your true servant and constant friend ! but Oriana 
more dead than alive, recovered only enough to ask 
what she said, for she had beard nodiing, and her 
sight was almost gone. Whea Amadis bdidd the 
wcMiders which his two comrades were performing, 
and how his men were now fighting beside him, 
he made at Brondajel, whom by bis rich ^ms, ho 
knew to be the ^lief, and with one blow ^led 
lum :.then seeing that the rest terrified at tl^, 
bad ceased to resist, he tore off Brondajd*s hdmet^ 
and striking at his face with ^e pummel oi hia 
sword, demanded where Oriana was ; the Roawa 
pointed to the chan^r that was feftea^. Anoadia 
cdled upon Angriote mi Doo Bsmeai they jo^ 
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•d all their strength^ and burst the door, and saw 
Oriana and Mabilia within | he fell on his knee» 
before his Lady to kiss her hand, but she embra- 
ced htm, and then caught him by the sleeve of his 
mail which was all Uoody, — Ah Amadis ! light 
of the oppressed ! you have saved me ! Mabilia 
was on her knees before him, holding by his skirts, 
for he had not^een her, but then he raised her and 
embraced her, and called her his dear cousin* 
Then would be have left the cabin, but Oriana took 
his hand— -for God's sake do net leave me ! fear 
not, he replied ; for Angriote, and Don Bruneoi 
and Gandales are in the ship, with thirty of ou^ 
Knights, and I must go elsewhere, for we are en* 
gaged in a great battle. 

Then Amadis went out of the cabin, and seeing 
that Ladadin of Fajarque had made them in the cas- 
tle cry for mercy, he commanded them to cease 
from further slaughter. He then got into the gal* 
ky where £nil and Gandalin were with forty 
KnightS) and bade them st^er towards where, they 
heard the cry of Agrayes ; when they came up, 
they /opnd that he, and Quadragaqte had boarded 
Salustanquidio's ship ; and when Amadis got oa 
bfmd, the Roauma began to leap over, some pe<-w 
riihiugin .the water, others escaping to thc^jther 
vssa^ls^ H^ ivmlioo* 4ceUng his cou4in^ whoia 
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lieifbund, with Salastanquidio wounded at his feet, 
and begging for mercy. Agrayes knew his love for 
Olinda^ and would shew him none : do not slay 
him« said Gtuadragante, he is a good prize : Sir 
Quadragante^ said Ama4is with a smile^ let 
Agrayes do his will^ for else this Roman will not>, 
leave one of us alive -, and while they thus spake, 
the head of Salustanquidio was smitten off. Now 
the ship was their own^ and the banner of Agrayes 
and Don Quadragante hoisted on her castle. - 
Agrayes forthwith went into the chamber where 
Olinda was confined 5 but Amadis, and Don Qua^ 
dragante, and Ladadin, and Lbtoran of the White 
Tower, went in Enil's galley, to see how Plores- 
tan fared. On the way they met Ysanes, a kinsman 
of Florestan by the mother's side, who told them 
how he had won all the ships, and taken the Duke 
of Ancona and the Arch-bishop 3 they then looked 
round, and saw that the Romans were every where 
put to the worst, so that not one ship, or boat es- 
caped to carry tidings of their defeat. 

» 
With that they went on board the vessel of Oriana, 
and there disarmed their heads and hands, and 
washed otF the blood. Amadis asked where Flo- 
restan was, and was told, that Sardamira had cried 
out to him to save her, and that she lay fallen at 
tl^e feet of Oriana, beseeching her to save her from 
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death or ditfaonour. Amadis went inio the cabin^ 
and saw that the Queen was e^nbracing Oriana^ 
and that Floreatan held her by the hand^ he went 
before her coorteonsly, and would have kissed her 
hand, but she withdrew it : fear nothing. Lady, 
said he, Don Florestan is at your service, and-we 
shall all obey him, even though it were not our 
will to h<mour all womankind. Good Sir, said Sar- 
damira to Florestan, who is this Knight so cour- 
teous, and so mueh your friend ? Lady, said he, 
it is my Lord and brother Amadis, with whom we 
are all come to succour Oriana. She then rose and 
said. Good "Sir Amadis, blame me not, if I have 
liot received you as I ought, for I knew you not. 
God be praised, that in such a calamity, I am 
placed under your coijtesy, and the protection of 
Don Florestan. So Amadis seated her beside Ori- 
ana 'j now all this while. Queen Sardamira knew 
not the death of Salustanquidio, whom she greatly 
loved. Queen, said Oriana, if I have hitherto 
heard your words with pain and dislike, now shall 
I ever honour and love you as you deserve, for what 
you did to my injury, was not your own will, but 
in whatever was your own will, you were ever 
courteous and gentle. While they were thus com- 
muning, Agrayes and Olinda came in, and affec- 
tionately did Oriana embrace them, and thank the 
other Kn|i5irBsrfwjiiti<iw'thfcih^ Ah, friend Ga- 
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varte, sai(iske, to him of the Pedlom Valle^^ well 
iuive you fulfilled your promise^ God knows how 
truly I thank yoii^ and how I wish to reward yon ! 
Lady, he replied, I have done my duty, foryooare 
Hiy natural Lady. Whenever time shail be^ remem« 
iier me as one who will be erer at your service. 

At this time were aU the chief Knights assembled 
^n board this vessel, to take coonsel how they 
ahould proceed. Then Oriana took Amadis aside 
2nd said> Dear £iend I beseech and conomand you 
now more than ever to conceal our love ! order 
it so now that they may resolve to carry me to the 
Firm Island, that being safe there, God may dis« 
pose of me as he knows best and as ought to be; 
Amadis replied, do you then send M^ilia to [^o- 
pose this, that it may appear to proceed^from yoiur 
will and notfiom mine. Aoon^dingly he went 
amcHig the Kni^ts, and diey were of divers opi-^ 
aioDs^ ix some proposed to take Oriana to the 
Firm Island, others that dhe should go to Gau]> 
others that she should go to Scotland, the country 
of Agrayes. But presently Mabilia came to them 
with four other Damsels, and said. Sirs, Oriana 
beseechf^s ye to carry her to the Firm Island, till 
she be reconciled to her parents, and she implores 
ye as ye have begun so well, that ye would bring 
this enterprize Offish the same good courage to good 
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end, and do for her what ye have ever done for 
other Damsdb. Qnadragante answered, good La- 
dy, the good and brave Amadb and we who are 
with him in her rescue, are of one will to serve 
her till death, and we will protect her against 
her mther and against the Emperor of Rome, if 
they will not be brought to reason and justice. 
That answer all the Knights approved, and declar* 
ed that they should not hold themselves acquitted 
of that promise till Oriana was restored to her own 
fret will, and made sure of her inheritance. 

With this accord they departed each to his ship, 
to give order respecting the prisoners. Don Bru- 
tieo, andLadadin, and the brother of Angriote and 
Sarquiles, and Orlaudin were left in the vessel 
with Oriana and Queen Sardamira, and Enil tho 
good Knight who had received three wounds, but 
had concealed them like a brave man, and one who 
could endure all difficulty. These Knights were 
left to guard Oriana till they should arrive at the 
Firm Island. 

Here endetk the Third Book of the noble and virtuous 
' Knight Amadis of Gaul, 
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